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
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who?”  Then we have the conjunction ARA, meaning “so, then, consequently.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “who” produces the state of being.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective PISTOS with the noun OIKONOMOS, meaning “the faithful estate manager.”
  With this we have the nominative masculine singular article and adjective PHRONIMOS, meaning “sensible, thoughtful, prudent, wise Mt 13:33; 24:45; Lk 12:42; 1 Cor 10:15; Mt 7:24; 25:2, 4, 8f; 1 Cor 4:10.”

“Then the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful, sensible estate manager,”
 is the accusative direct object rom the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KATHISTĒMI, meaning “to appoint, put in charge Mt 24:45; 25:21, 23; Lk 12:42; Acts 6:3; Mt 24:47; Lk 12:44.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  Next we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun THERAPEIAS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “over his servants.”

“whom his master will put in charge over his servants,”
 is the genitive neuter singular articular present active infinitive of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that begins at some point and continues thereafter.


The active voice indicates that the new estate manager will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, meaning “at the right time; at the proper time: a moment or period as especially appropriate: Mt 24:45; Lk 12:42; 20:10; Mk 12:2; Jn 7:6, 8.”
  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun SITOMETRION [the article in brackets is missing from the oldest manuscripts and is more likely a scribal addition to ‘correct’ the text], meaning “a measured allowance of grain/food, food allowance, ration; to give out the food allowance Lk 12:42.

“to give out the food allowance at the proper time?”
Lk 12:42 corrected translation
“Then the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful, sensible estate manager, whom his master will put in charge over his servants, to give out the food allowance at the proper time?”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful, sensible estate manager,”

a.  The Lord continues teaching His disciples and other fellow believers who are listening (the women who support Him and the seventy missionaries and others in the crowd of thousands) by asking a rhetorical question in answer to Peter’s question, “To whom does the previous parable apply—just the disciples or everyone else?”

b.  The Lord’s answer is that the parable applies to whoever is the faithful, sensible estate manager.  The faithful, sensible estate manager can be interpreted two ways:



(1)  This can refer to our Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  This can refer to any faithful, sensible believer, who manages their own personal estate—their spiritual life.  The faithful, sensible estate manager cannot and does not refer to any unbeliever, because in the next statement, the ‘master’ is a reference to God, and God isn’t about to put any unbeliever in charge over any of God’s servants.

c.  Therefore, the faithful, sensible estate manager might be a reference to each of the disciples/apostles, but there is also a sense in which each of us are faithful and sensible managers of our own personal estate, that is, our own personal spiritual life.  “Well done, good and faithful slave.  You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master,” Mt 25:21.  Examples of slaves/servants being put in charge of many things are found in the life of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Persia.   Each of us is responsible for our own personal estate.  If we can manage our personal estate [spiritual life] well, then the Lord can reward us with greater responsibility in the future, which includes both His millennial reign (we shall rule with Christ) and the eternal state.  But from the context of verse 39, the estate manager appears to refer to the Lord Jesus Christ.
2.  “whom his master will put in charge over his servants,”

a.  Since the word “whom” refers back to the faithful, sensible estate manager, and if this estate manager is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, then the word ‘master’ refers to God the Father, who will put Jesus in charge over all God’s servants (that is, over all believers).

b.  If the word ‘whom’ refers to a faithful believer, then the ‘master’ is the Lord Jesus Christ, who can and will put the faithful servant/slave in charge over other believers.

c.  There is also the possibility that the phrase “His [God’s] servants refers to the angels, over whom faithful [mature] believers would be in charge in eternity.

d.  There are lots of possibilities for interpretation here, and it is quite possible that all of these possibilities apply equally, since all can be supported theologically.  None of these possibilities should be rejected out of hand.  God the Father certainly has the ability to make all these things happen, and prophecy tends to have various levels of application.

e.  So whether it is God the Father putting our Lord in charge of believers, or believers being put in charge of other believers and of angels, these things are certainly within the preview and control of God as a part of our eternal rewards.

3.  “to give out the food allowance at the proper time?”

a.  Giving out of the food allowance is a word picture of being in authority and control of blessing for others.  The phrase “at the proper time” refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ for the Church, to the judgment at the Second Advent for Old Testament saints, and at the Last Judgment for millennial saints.  There are several times that are proper for reward of believers in the future.  The “food allowance” is a simple metaphor for what the chief steward of the estate was responsible to manage for the rest of the servants of the estate, so that no one was cheated or short-changed.  Joseph’s administration of the grain ration to the Egyptian people is the ultimate example of this.

b.  This statement emphasizes several important doctrinal concepts we should keep in mind:


(1)  God knows what we have done right in His service and is a rewarder of faithful believers.



(a)  Heb 11:6, “Now without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please.  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”



(b)  2 Tim 4:8, “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”



(2)  God does delegate authority to others and will do so in the future.  We must remember to:



(a)  Tit 3:1, “…obey rulers, authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production,”




(b)  1 Pet 5:5, “In the same way, you new believers, obey the elders; that is, everyone, clothe yourselves in humility toward each other, because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.’”



(3)  God does the right thing in the right way at the right time.  He will reward all faithfulness at the proper time.  It will not be a moment too soon or a moment too late.



(a)  1 Tim 2:6, “Who gave Himself a ransom as a substitute for all mankind, a testimony at the proper time.”




(b)  1 Tim 6:12-15, “Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine; take hold of eternal life, into which you have been elected and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.  I order…that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, which appearance the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit at the proper time,”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus introduces this parable of the wise steward (verses 42–48) by a rhetorical question that answers itself.  Peter is this wise steward, each of the Twelve is, anyone is who acts thus.  Each man is a steward in his own responsibilities.”


b.  “Jesus begins the elaboration with a question.  His question focuses on the faithful and wise steward, whom verse 43 shows to be blessed.  The steward’s faithfulness is described not in terms of his power, but in relation to his service.  The picture is of those given spiritual responsibility over God’s community.  The reality of the master’s return and an evaluation of the steward’s stewardship make it prudent that the servant be faithful.  In this culture, the steward was a slave left in charge of the master’s household and estate when the master was away.  His major responsibility was the welfare of the other servants.  sitometrion (= portion of food) describes the distribution of rations like corn, which might be given out daily, weekly, or monthly.”


c.  “The Apostles had a special responsibility to feed God’s household, His church; but each of us has some work to do in this world, assigned to us by the Lord.  Our responsibility is to be faithful when He comes.”


d.  “Jesus did not answer Peter’s question directly.  Instead these verses indicate that He was talking primarily about the leadership of the nation at that time.  The religious leaders were supposed to be managing the nation for God until He brought in the kingdom.  However, they failed in that task; they were not looking expectantly toward the kingdom.”


e.  “By way of addressing Peter’s question, Jesus presents a further parable, again drawn from household conventions.  In Roman antiquity, a steward might possibly be a free person or a slave; Jesus’ story assumes the latter.  The prominence of slaves in this socially and economically important role is related to the juridical status of slaves.”


f.  “Many well-to-do householders had a slave called a ‘steward,’ a sort of business manager who managed the estate. Such a high-level slave could be in charge of rations to the other servants.”


g.  “It is important to remember that the teaching we are about to study was addressed to Peter and that he therefore here represents those in the Church who would be in positions of leadership.  The term ‘steward’ here indicates the function of one who directs or governs and was later termed an ‘elder’ by the epistles, for a scriptural elder has a leader’s or ruler’s function in the church. The function of these leaders is to feed the saints spiritually, and they will receive a special eternal reward for this (verse 44).”


h.  “But for whom was this teaching meant? Did it refer to all of the master’s servants or just to the leaders among them?  Jesus appears to have had the latter principally in mind.  A servant who is set over a household and does his duty properly will be rewarded with full responsibility.”


i.  “the servant of Christ who has been faithful in his temporary earthly responsibilities will at Christ’s return be given vast permanent authority in the eternal state.  This principle is again highlighted in the Parable of Lk 19:15–17.”


j.  Lenski says that this applies only to the leaders of the church—a limitation to which I do not agree.  The Lord expects all of us to be faithful, sensible, wise, etc.
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