John 1:1
Luke 12:39


 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative of the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; be sure of.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is expected to occur right now.


The active voice indicates that the listeners of Jesus are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  (Note that the suffix for the indicative and imperative moods are the same.)
“However be sure of this,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of mental activity to introduce the content of that activity.  What follows is what Jesus’ hearers are to be sure of or know.  Then we have the second class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s not true.”  With this we have the third person singular pluperfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The pluperfect tense is a consummative pluperfect, which emphasizes the completed action. The auxiliary verb ‘had’ is ordinarily used in the translation.


The active voice indicates that the head of the house produced the action.

The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a condition.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OIKODESPOTĒS, which means “the master of the house.”  Then we have the locative of time from the feminine singular interrogative adjective POIOS plus the noun HWRA, meaning “at which hour; at what hour.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KLEPTĒS, meaning “the thief.”  Next we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense “was coming.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the thief) producing the action.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a condition.

“that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,”
 is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the indefinite particle AN, indicating the second class condition and emphasizing the indefiniteness of the situation.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to let, allow, or tolerate.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”


The active voice indicates that the master of the house would not have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb DIORUSSW, which means “to break through; to be broken into.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the master’s house received the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his house.”

“he would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”
Lk 12:39 corrected translation
“However be sure of this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”
Mt 24:43, “But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”
Explanation:
1.  “However be sure of this,”

a.  Jesus continues with a contrast between being blessed, happy, rewarded and being prepared for the return of the master of the house.  Our Lord’s previous statement declared that the slaves/servants of the master of the estate will be blessed and happy regardless of when the master of the estate returns and finds them prepared for Him.  Now, in contrast to this, the disciples/apostles and other believers listening to our Lord are to be as prepared as a master of a house is prepared for the coming of a thief.

b.  The phrase “be sure of this” is equivalent to the phrase “truly I say to you.”  What Jesus is about to say is an absolute guaranteed truth.  Jesus is not lying or exaggerating.  He is about to state a dogmatic fact.

c.  The previous statement was indefinite; however, this next statement is very definite.


d.  “The connection is obvious: in the first parable Jesus seeks to make His disciples watchful by holding before them a great promise; in this added illustration He warns them against failure to watch.  The positive is thus rounded out by having the negative placed beside it.”

2.  “that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,”

a.  The first problem we must solve is, ‘To whom does “the master of the house” refer?’  Does this refer to the Lord Jesus Christ or to Satan?  Is Satan the master of the house (his world)  and the Lord Jesus Christ breaks into his kingdom like a thief in the night (the supernatural darkness), since the Lord so often claimed that He will come like a thief in the night?  Or does the “master of the house” refer to the Lord Jesus Christ from the previous context, where Jesus is clearly the Master returning from the wedding feast?  And if Jesus is the ‘master of the house’, then is Satan the thief who is coming?  And if so, then when is this coming?  Is it the Gog/Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ?  The latter theory is for more difficult to explain than the former theory.  The next verse in Matthew’s account clearly identifies Jesus as the One coming: Mt 24:44, “For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.”  It is more probable that the Lord Jesus Christ is the ‘thief’ in this illustration.  And this is only an illustration that cannot be pressed into explaining future events of God’s plan.

b.  In this short (one verse) illustration, Jesus is the ‘thief’, that is, the Person who comes like a thief in the night (swiftly and without warning).  Satan is the master of his house.  His house is his kingdom—the rulership of the world during the Tribulation.  Jesus’ coming is a reference to His second advent, which occurs swiftly and at night (the supernatural darkness that covers the earth on that day.  There may also be an allusion here to the unknown coming of the Holy Spirit (the spiritual kingdom of God) at Pentecost, which Satan knew nothing about and which he was totally unable to prevent.

c.  Satan does not know the exact day or hour of the coming of the Lord or the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  That was a mystery doctrine, not revealed until the last supper.  Satan has a fairly good idea about when the second advent will occur (he at least knows what month it will occur), because the exact number of days is given in Daniel and Revelation for the number of days of the Great Tribulation (that is, the second half of the Tribulation), which is 42 months or 1260 days; Rev 11:2; Dan 7:25.  Therefore, trying to apply this statement to future events of God’s plan begins to breakdown at this point.  As the master of the house Satan has a pretty good idea when the ‘Thief’ is coming to break into his kingdom.  This is why this verse cannot be used for other than the illustration of the unknown time of the coming of the Lord.

d.  Another possible interpretation here is that the breaking into the kingdom of Satan refers to the Rapture of the Church, which no one knows the day or hour.  This is clearly Jesus coming like a thief and breaking into Satan’s kingdom to take His bride out of the world.  This is certainly something that Satan would try to prevent, but is unable to do so, because he has no idea when it is going to happen.  It is also an event that we are clearly told in the New Testament epistles to be prepared for (1 Thes 5:2–4 and 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 3:3; 16:15).
3.  “he would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”

a.  Does Satan really have the power to stop Jesus from breaking into his house?  Can Satan stop the Second Advent?  Can he prevent the rapture of the Church?  This statement says that he could have, if he knew exactly when Jesus was coming.  This is where the relationship of this illustration to the future events of God’s plan breaks down completely.  And this is why this illustration cannot be used to explain the future events of God’s plan.  Satan has no ability to prevent his house from being broken into by the Lord Jesus Christ at the second advent or at the rapture of the Church.

b.  However, if the Lord Jesus Christ is the ‘master of the house’ as He is from the previous context, then this statement makes perfect sense.  The Lord would never allow His kingdom to be broken into.  But the explanation by Matthew in Mt 24:44 completely rejects this interpretation, “For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.”

c.  So the only thing we can safely interpret from this verse is that Jesus, who is the master of the house, is going to swiftly come back to his estate like a thief and take back his estate from the real thief (Satan), who stole it through his deception in the first place.  And Satan, who is now the temporary ‘master of the estate’ doesn’t know exactly when and is not prepared for the return of the real ‘Master’ of the estate.  Therefore, he is not prepared to stop Him.  And while all this is going on, we need to be prepared for the return of the real ‘Master’, who is coming quickly, like a thief in the night.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Master returning from a wedding is replaced by a thief whose purpose it is to come to the house he means to plunder at an unexpected time (Bruce).”


b.  “Jesus reinforces the call to be ready with another illustration: a protected or unprotected home.  If a householder knew when a thief was coming, he would be prepared and not leave his house unprotected.  Exposure comes from lack of readiness.  Jesus compares His coming to that of a thief breaking into a house.  Thieves often entered by digging through a mud-brick wall.  The exact time of Jesus’ coming is unknown, and the only way to be secure is to be ready for it.  This image contrasts with those of earlier verses.  Here Jesus warns about being prepared for His return, whereas in 12:35–38 He encouraged them to be ready by noting the reward and blessing that the return will bring.”


c.  “His coming will be like that of a thief: unannounced and unexpected (Mt 24:43; 1 Thes 5:2; Rev 16:15).  We must be ready!”
  This is Wiersbe’s full explanation of this verse.

d.  “The point of the words about the thief is the same—the disciples must ‘be ready’ for ‘the Son of Man will come’ unexpectedly.”
  This is Dallas Theological Seminary’s full explanation of this verse.

e.  “Now it is not the master whose arrival one must anticipate, but the thief.  The focus similarly changes, though only slightly, to emphasize more one’s inability to foresee the arrival of an event.  No allegorical connections need be made in order to understand how Jesus appropriates the brief parable of verse 39.  The coming of a thief is unpredictable; so is the coming of the Son of Man.”


f.  “Verse 39 introduces the illustration of Jesus’ return being ‘like a thief in the night’.  The obvious point of this illustration is that believers cannot expect to know when their Lord will return for them; His return will be as unpredictable as the timing of a burglary.”


g.  “A second, very brief parable speaks of the situation of the householder who is surprised by the invasion of a burglar.  This shows the other side of the expectation and expresses the serious effects of the coming of the Son of Man for those who are not ready.”
  

h.  “The point is, Jesus’ return will be unexpected, like a thief in the night, and the world will not be prepared!  The networks will not be prepared, the world’s leaders will not be prepared, the false religions will not be prepared, and most of the Church will not be prepared.”
  Hughes clearly associates Jesus’ statement with the rapture of the Church, which he also conflates with the Second Advent, which then has the Church going through the Tribulation, which is wrong for so many reasons.

i.  “The connection is obvious: in the first parable Jesus seeks to make His disciples watchful by holding before them a great promise; in this added illustration He warns them against failure to watch.  The positive is thus rounded out by having the negative placed beside it.”
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