John 1:1
Luke 12:37


 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MAKARIOS, meaning “blessed, fortunate, happy, and privileged.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun DOULOS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “those slaves.”  There is no verb, which indicates the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”  Literally: ‘those slaves [are] happy ones’.  All the meanings of this adjective apply to this situation.  They are certainly fortunate and privileged to be treated by the Master in the manner about to be described.
“Happy [are] those slaves,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the ones who” or “whom.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the master/lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to be watchful Mt 24:43; 26:38, 40; Mk 13:34; 14:34, 37; Lk 12:37.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the slaves of the master are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“the ones who, after coming, the master will find being watchful;”
 is the asseverative particle AMĒN, meaning ‘truly’, “always used with LEGW, beginning a solemn declaration but used only by Jesus, meaning: I assure you that, I solemnly tell you Mt 5:18, 26; 6:2, 5, 16; 8:10 and many other passages.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, tell, assure: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening right now.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.  Next we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of speaking to introduce the content of that speaking.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb PERIZWNNUMI, which means “to gird oneself;”
 to bind a belt around ones waist to secure one’s clothing.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.

The middle voice is a reflective middle, which emphasizes the subject producing the action on himself/herself.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ANAKLINW, which means “to cause to recline at a meal, place as guest: he will have them recline Lk 12:37.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master of the house will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  We need to add something to indicate that these slaves are reclining to eat at a banquet rather than lying down to sleep.  Therefore, I add the phrase “[to eat].”  In Modern English we say that the master cause them to be seated for dinner or for the feast.
“truly I say to you, that he will gird himself and have them recline [to eat],”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb PARERCHOMAI, which means “to come by.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the master/lord produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming by.”
Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve; to wait on someone as a waiter.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them,” referring to the servants/slaves of the lord and master.
“and after coming by, will serve them.”
Lk 12:37 corrected translation
“Happy [are] those slaves, the ones who, after coming, the master will find being watchful; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself and have them recline [to eat], and after coming by, will serve them.”
Explanation:
1.  “Happy [are] those slaves,”

a.  Jesus continues the story/parable of the watchful slaves/servants by mentioning the attitude of those people who serve their lord and master.  Their attitude is on of happiness, blessing, good fortune, and privilege to be the recipients of his return.  In this story the lord and master of the house represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  The slaves/servants of the Lord are those who believe in Him and are waiting for His return.  The only timeframe historically that fits these events is the period of the seven year Tribulation prior to the return of Christ at the Second Advent.  Some commentators try to apply this statement to the rapture of the Church, but since the mystery doctrines about the insertion of the Church Age into human history were not revealed until the last supper (and then only in very meager form—the coming of the Holy Spirit as another Helper), the primary application of this statement is to the Jewish believers on earth waiting the return of our Lord at His second advent.

b.  The adjective MAKARIOS means blessed, fortunate, happy, and privileged.  The Jewish believers waiting for the second advent of Christ will be all of these things.


(1)  They will be blessed because they will receive the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants to Israel.



(2)  They will be fortunate to be delivered from the anti-Semitism of the Anti-Christ and False Prophet.


(3)  They will be happy because of the Lord’s battlefield victory over all the enemies attacking Israel.



(4)  They will be privileged to worship their Lord in person on the Temple Mount without hindrance or interference by any other people on earth.


c.  All this blessing and privilege is illustrated in the parable by what the Lord and Master does for His slaves and servants upon His return from His wedding feast.

2.  “the ones who, after coming, the master will find being watchful;”

a.  The happy slaves and servants are further defined as those found being watchful for the master’s return from the wedding.  The implication is that some of the slaves/servants will be looking forward to and expecting the return of the master, while other slaves and servants will not be ready, willing, or looking forward to His return.

b.  Those who are watchful are analogous to those believers who are executing the spiritual life in all its facets (learning the word of God, loving others, praying, etc.) while eagerly expecting the return of Christ.  Those believers who are not watchful are believers in degeneracy and reversionism, who have drifted off course from grace.

c.  Another application here is that there are two kinds of Jews on earth prior to the second advent of Christ: (1) those who have believed in Him; and (2) those who still refuse to believe in Him.  Obviously those who do not believe in Him will not be watching for His return.
3.  “truly I say to you, that he will gird himself and have them recline [to eat],”

a.  Our Lord then makes another one of His now famous guarantees of absolute truth.  Jesus promises that the lord and master of that estate will cinch up his long robe with a belt around his waist, direct the watchful slaves and servants to recline at the banquet table for a meal, and prepare them for a banquet (washing their feet as He will do at the last supper). 

b.  Remember that in verse 35, Jesus told His disciples, “Your waists must be prepared” = they must gird up their loins.  Now we see Him doing exactly what He asked them to do.  He prepares Himself to serve them as their waiter as a reward for their service of Him.

c.  The events depicted in this story are not necessarily literal.  It is difficult to imagine the Lord Jesus Christ literally acting as a waiter to millions of Jewish believers after His second advent.  Therefore, some commentators have suggested that this ‘banquet’ illustrates the entire millennial reign of Christ.  Will there be banquets and feasts during the millennium?  Certainly there will be.  But is there one great feast after the baptism of fire and removal of all unbelievers of the earth plus the restoration of the earth and the nine months that it takes to bury the dead?  It is certainly possible, Lk 13:29, “And they will come from east and west and from north and south, and will recline [at the table] in the kingdom of God.” (Compare Lk 22:30.)
4.  “and after coming by, will serve them.”

a.  The final picture in this verse is the lord and master of the estate (Jesus) going from person to person at the banquet table and serving each one of them individually.  This service includes first washing their feet
 and providing a bowl of water for washing their hands.  Then he will serve the bread and sauce to dip the bread in.  Then comes the main course with the wine.  The Lord acts as a waiter in a restaurant and more.  He is the host and guest of honor, but also the servant of all.

b.  This action by the master of the estate turns conventional societal practice upside down.  No self-respecting rich land owner would ever even consider doing such as thing.  But the Lord Jesus Christ is more than willing to demonstrate the unconditional love of God the Father and does so by this action.  As He said, “…whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many,” Mt 20:26b-28 and compare Lk 22:26-27.

c.  We serve our Lord Jesus Christ by our obedience and love; He serves us happiness, blessing, fortune, and privilege from His love.
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus offers a beatitude for those who heed His advice.  Those who are the objects of God’s pleasure are those who are found waiting when the Lord returns.  Their expectation will meet with favor.  Jesus promises to share a meal with them, recline at the table with them, and serve them at the meal.  One is reminded of when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet (Jn 13:5), though what is in view here is an even more significant time.  Jesus will be so pleased with those who wait for Him that He will serve them at the great banquet table, which pictures final eschatological blessing.”


b.  “But the remarkable thing in this story is that the master serves the servants!  Our King will minister to His faithful servants when He greets us at His return, and He will reward us for our faithfulness.”


c.  “Although a few philosophers argued that slaves were the moral equals of their masters, and one well-to-do Roman is known to have eaten on the same level as his freed slaves, masters’ serving slaves was unheard-of.  Such an image would offend the well-to-do but would be a powerful symbol of how Jesus would treat those who remained faithful to the end.”


d.  “Verse 37 is a remarkable revelation, for it was as unthinkable for a lord to recline his slaves around his banquet table and then wait on them himself; yet this is exactly what Jesus promised.  We have to acknowledge the doctrine of reward to make full sense of this passage.  Our Lord here promises that there will come a time when He will honor all His slaves (believers) for their efforts in His behalf, a time when He Himself will wait on them in glory.”


e.  “The master was so moved by their faithfulness that instead of sitting down at the table, he dressed himself to wait on them (same word in Greek as when the servants were ‘dressed ready for service’ [to gird oneself]), made them recline around the table, and served them!  What joy is portrayed in this night feast!”
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