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

 is the third person plural present active imperative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is a static present for a state of condition that is expected to perpetually exist.


The active voice indicates that believers’ waists are to produce the state of being.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun OSPHUS, meaning “waists.”
  Next we have the nominative feminine plural perfect passive participle of the verb PERIZWNNUMI, which means “to be girded about,” which is an old English word that refers to “to being encircled; to be surrounded (with a belt); hence, to be prepared.”
  The present imperative of EIMI plus this participle combine to form a perfect periphrastic construction.


The present and perfect tenses combine to describe a present, completed action.


The active and passive voices combine to indicate that the believer has received the action and is now in a state of being.


The imperative mood and participle combine to indicate a command.  The third person plural imperative should be translated by the phrase “they must.”

“Your waists must be prepared,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun LUCHNOS, meaning “lamps.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine plural present passive participle of the verb KAIW, which combines with EIMI at the beginning of the sentence to form another periphrastic construction.  The verb means “to be lit; to burn.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes a present action that is reasonably expected to occur and continue.


The passive voice indicates that the lamps receive the action of being lit.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and lamps lit;”
Lk 12:35 corrected translation
“Your waists must be prepared, and lamps lit;”
Explanation:
1.  “Your waists must be prepared,”

a.  The Lord continues with a new topic, which is also a warning.  The image is a person getting himself ready for action.  In order to do so ‘he has to gird up his loins’, which is an Old English expression from the twelfth century, which has no meaning in Modern English.  At the time Jesus spoke this men wore long robe-type garments that went from their shoulders down below their knees.  In order to be able to work, run, fight or do any kind of vigorous activity, they had to lift the garment up above their knees and tie it in place with a rope or belt around their waist.  This action was called “girding.” Today we would say something like cinch up your belt, that is, tighten your belt around your waist in preparation for action.


b.  Jesus was warning and telling His disciples and us to be prepared for action in the spiritual life.  This preparation takes place in the soul and is the same whether we are preparing to do spiritual battle with those who hate us or delivering the message of the gospel to those in need.  Whatever we do in the spiritual life, we must be prepared ahead-of-time for whatever action God requires of us.


c.  An army doesn’t attack without a plan.  They prepare beforehand and don’t just charge blindly into the heart of the enemy.  We are in a spiritual warfare against the forces of darkness (Eph 6), and this requires preparation on our part.  Jesus was about to send out His sheep among wolves, but they were not to go unprepared.


d.  The greatest preparation we have for the execution of our spiritual life is the sword of the Spirit, the word of God in our souls.  Eph 6:11-17 describes this preparation in detail, “Put on the full armor from God in order that you may be able to hold your ground against the strategies produced by the devil, because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.  Therefore, take up the full armor from God, in order that you may be able to stand your ground during the evil day, and after having done everything, to hold your ground.  Therefore, hold your ground, after you have put your combat belt around your waist with truth, and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness, and after you have put combat boots on your feet with readiness from the gospel of peace, along with everything else, after having taken up the shield of faith, by means of which shield you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one; and grasp the helmet of deliverance and the sword from the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

2.  “and lamps lit;”

a.  The lamp is analogous to our souls.  The soul is the lamp of the body.  The soul/lamp being lit refers to the soul being full of Bible doctrine ready to be applied in our spiritual life.  The need of a lamp suggests that we must be ready for action during the night as well as during the day.  Therefore, we are to be constantly ready for action in the spiritual life.


b.  Remember what our Lord taught in Lk 11:34-36, “Your eye is the lamp of the body; when your eye is without distortion, your whole body is also full of light; but when it is bad, your body is also dark.  Therefore watch out whether the light in you is not darkness.  Therefore if your whole body [is] full of light, not having any dark part, the whole [body] will be full of light, as whenever the lamp might illuminate you with its light.’”


c.  The two witnesses of the Tribulation are called lampstands, Rev 11:4, “These men are the two olive trees and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.”  The light they shine is the light of the gospel message.  Therefore, by analogy, having our lamps lit refers to being ready to present the gospel or ‘being always ready to make a defense to anyone who asks you to account for the confidence in you,” 1 Pet 3:15.

1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The long garments of the Orientals made speed difficult.  It was important to use the girdle before starting.”


b.  “The unit begins with two images of preparedness.  The first image, the girding up of the loins, pictures readiness.  Long garments in the ancient world were drawn up around the loins whenever anyone wanted to move quickly.  The second image of burning lamps shows someone’s readiness to move about during darkness.  The combined images point to an attitude of expectant watchfulness.  Jesus calls His disciples to look for His return at any time of the day or night.”
  The last statement is supported by the context which follows.

c.  “The disciples are to be watchful and ready for service, a thought which is developed in the parable immediately following.”


d.  “In verse 35 Jesus has not simply moved on from one topic to another.  A narratological focus presses the question of thematic unity for the discourse as a whole.  In fact, Jesus has not moved abruptly from a discourse on ‘possessions’ to a discourse on ‘watchfulness’.”


e.  “Like military watchmen or others who stay prepared when others sleep, Jesus’ followers must be dressed and ready for action (Ex 12:11).  Keeping lamps lit would literally mean having a ready supply of oil and staying awake so they could draw on this supply; this is a figure for preparedness (Mt 25:3–10).”


f.  “From the way in which people should set their minds on the kingdom of God, Jesus turns to their attitudes to the future.  Ahead lies the coming of the Son of Man (verse 40) at an unexpected and unknown hour.  It brings with it both judgment and the completion of God’s rule.  The disciples, therefore, must make themselves ready for it by being diligently employed in God’s service like servants who are always prepared for the master’s return.”
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