John 1:1
Luke 12:28



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun AGROS, meaning “in the field.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun CHORTOS, meaning “the grass.”

“Now if…the grass in the field,”
 is the accusative masculine singular present active participle of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; to exist; to be alive.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the present state of being of grass in the field.


The active voice indicates that the grass produces the state of being something.


The participle is a temporal, which is translated by the phrase “which is alive.”

Then we have the temporal adverb SĒMERON, meaning “today” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the temporal adverb AURION, meaning “tomorrow.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the noun KLIBANOS, meaning “into the furnace.”
  Then we have the accusative masculine singular present passive participle of the verb BALLW, which means “to be thrown.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing a future action as though happening right now.


The passive voice indicates that the grass of the field receives the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, translated “(which) is being thrown.”

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” plus the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “in this manner; thus; so.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HAMPHIEZW, which means “to clothe.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present, which describes the present situation as a continuing fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“which is alive today and tomorrow is being thrown into the furnace, God so clothes”
 is the dative of indirect object from the neuter singular interrogative adjective POSOS, meaning “how” plus the comparative adjective MALLON, meaning “much more.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples and the people in the crowd.  Finally, we have the vocative masculine plural from the adjective OLIGOPISTOS, which means “of little faith/trust, in our lit., in the NT only in the synoptics and only in addressing the disciples Mt 6:30; 8:26; 16:8; Lk 12:28; Peter alone Mt 14:31.”

“how much more you, ones of little faith?”
Lk 12:28 corrected translation
“Now if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is being thrown into the furnace, how much more you, ones of little faith?”
Mt 6:30, “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!”
Explanation:
1.  “Now if God so clothes the grass in the field,”

a.  Having stated the principle that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like the lilies of the field, our Lord now makes application of the principle of logistical grace to the lives of believers.  He uses a first class conditional statement to do so (if and it’s true).  The Lord’s premise is the true premise that God clothes the grass in the field more beautifully than Solomon could ever cloth himself.

b.  The grass in a field is clothed with colorful and fragrant flowers.  God takes a field of green grass and adorns it with various beautiful flowers.  The colors are perfectly beautiful and a hillside covered with flowers is breathtaking.


c.  Notice that Jesus illustrates what God the Father is capable of doing, not some man-made agricultural creation.  God is able to cultivate His fields with wind to blow seed where He wants it, animal to walk on the seed and push it into the ground, rain to water the seed, sun and soil to grow the seed, and bees to help germinate the seed.  This process continues year after year, clothing the field more and more each year,

2.  “which is alive today and tomorrow is being thrown into the furnace,”

a.  The grass, the flowers and the field are alive today.  The word today refers to the entirety of human history.  The word “tomorrow” refers to the end of human history before the creation of the new heavens and new earth.  Rev 21:1, “And then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.  For the first heaven and the first earth passed away; and the sea does not exist any longer.”


b.  This earth with all its fields, grass, and flowers is going to being thrown into the furnace.  The furnace is God’s total destruction of the entire cosmic system and universe, in which Satan and his fallen angels operated.  The fiery destruction is described in 2 Pet 3:10-13, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.  Since all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person is it necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle, that is, the spiritual life, while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning, that is, the elements will melt by being burned up?  But we eagerly anticipate the new heavens and the new earth on the basis of His promise, in which [heavens and earth] righteousness dwells.”


c.  Some theologians/pastors/commentators believe that this fiery destruction of the universe is what creates the lake of fire.  Other Scriptures prove this theory wrong:



(1)  The beast and false prophet are thrown in the lake of fire before the millennial reign of Christ.  Rev 19:20, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”



(2)  Satan is then imprisoned for the thousand year reign of Christ, Rev 20:2, “And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake, who is the devil, that is, Satan, and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.”



(3)  After the reign of Christ at the last judgment unbelievers are thrown into the lake of fire, which has been prepared (perfect tense, completed action) for the devil and his angels, Mt 25:41, “Depart from Me, accursed ones [unbelievers], into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;”


d.  The lake of fire was created after Satan’s fall, sentencing, trial, and judgment before the creation of mankind.  It is the place to which the Beast and False Prophet are sent and spend the last thousand years of human history before the Last Judgment, when Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers are sent there.  Then comes the destruction of the universe by fire and the creation of the new heaven and new earth.
3.  “how much more you, ones of little faith?”

a.  If God is willing to take care of flowers, how much more does He desire to take care of those who love Him [believers]?  Much more.  Much, much more.  More than we can think or imagine.  This is an a fortiori comparison, which indicates that it is much more difficult for God to keep flowers alive than it is to keep people alive.  The flowers are in constant danger of dying from lack of sun, too much sun, too much water, and lack of water, along with too much wind, being trampled underfoot, wildfires, and being picked by some well-meaning person.  People have the ability to take care of themselves under adverse conditions and save themselves from dangerous situations, using their God-given ability to think and act rationally.


b.  The final title ‘ones of little faith’ is a good-natured poke in the ribs by Jesus to His disciples.  He is not ridiculing them, which was not His nature to do, but making fun of them to make a point.  He loved them and wasn’t trying to hurt their feelings.  But He did want them to know that they had to have enough faith in the love of God that God the Father was going to provide for them and take care of them with all of His logistical grace support.


c.  This ‘faith’ wasn’t about their faith in Christ, it was about their ability to use their faith to believe in the promises of God that He would provide for their basic needs.  Would they believe the Lord’s teaching or not: “Stop being afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (verse 7) and “Stop being anxious about your life, what you will eat; nor about your body, what you will wear.  For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing” (verse 22-23).  The Lord was goading them into having more than just a little faith, which is all they seemed to have at the moment.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The third natural illustration, the grass, is laid out in a ‘how much more’ argument like Lk 12:24.  The conditional clause is a first-class condition, so the presentation stresses that God does clothe the grass.  The description of grass as being “here today but burned tomorrow” shows its insignificance.  Nonetheless, God still attends to this part of creation.  The reference to burning describes the use of dry grass to fuel an oven.  Jesus closes with a reminder and a rebuke.  He reminds the disciples that they are more important than grass and rebukes their little faith, which suggests that they are susceptible to forgetting this truth.  The reminder is also a rebuke, for anxiety shows that one believes that God is not in control; it reflects weak faith.  Some things are out of one’s control, and this reality should be accepted.  However, disciples can trust that God is aware of their plight and cares about it. This is the only place that Luke uses the term ‘little faith’.”


b.  “That his followers have ‘little faith’ is a hopeful sign that they will be able to attend to Jesus’ message and, then, that they will orient their lives in what must, apart from faith, seem a reckless direction.”


c.  “We are to consider the flowers, then consider ourselves.  If we persist in worry, it is because we are ‘of little faith’—we do not believe God’s Word.  It is as simple as that!  We do not believe He is in control.  We do not believe He is capable of taking care of us.  We do not believe what His Word tells us about His love and care for His own.  Disbelief is the midwife of worry.”


d.  “The grass has a short life; but if God is willing to clothe it with gorgeous colors, how much more care will He expend on man, whose spirit lives forever!”


e.  “Despite the brief life-span of flowers, God nevertheless gloriously clothes them.  How much more, then, will He provide for the disciples, thereby making the weakness of their faith unjustifiable?”
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