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

 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “So,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb THĒSAURIZW, which means “to lay up, store up [treasure], gather, save”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or “the man who.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes what customarily happens.


The active voice indicates that any person who does what the rich farmer does produces the action of being like him.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative of advantage from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “for himself.”  There is no main verb in this clause, indicating the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”
“So [is] the man who stores up [treasure] for himself,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place/goal from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “in or to God.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb PLOUTEW, which means “to be rich.”


The present tense is descriptive present, describing the situation of the man’s life.


The active voice indicates that the person who copies the rich farmer produces the action of not being rich toward God.


The participle is circumstantial.  This participle might also be considered a temporal participle, meaning “while not being rich toward God.”

“and is not rich in God.’”
Lk 12:21 corrected translation
“So [is] the man who stores up [treasure] for himself, and is not rich in God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “So [is] the man who stores up [treasure] for himself,”

a.  Having concluded His parable, the Lord compares the rich greedy farmer with anyone else who stores up treasure of any kind for himself.  Anyone can be greedy, and Jesus’ point is that regardless of the form the greed takes the person who does so cannot take their treasure with them.


b.  The treasure that people store up comes in many forms.  Most people accumulate cash, stocks, bonds, gold, silver or some other monetary medium.  Some people collect sexual conquests; others collect houses, cars, boats, firearms, stamps, coins, books, shoes, pets, etc.  You get the idea that people can collect or amass anything in life they think is valuable to them.  But everything is vanity.  All is vanity, says Solomon the author of Ecclesiastes.

c.  Consider the fact that the entire universal will be burned up with fire before Jesus creates a new heavens and new earth.  Not only can you not take accumulated treasure with you, but even if you could it will be destroyed with the destruction of the universe.


d.  Every man who is greedy is a fool.  Every man who thinks only of the things of this world is a fool.  Every man who is treasures anything other than the Lord Jesus Christ is a fool.  Relationship with the Trinity is the only treasure in this life and the life to come.  Everything else is icing on the cake.


e.  Jam 5:3, “Your gold and silver have become tarnished.  In fact their corrosion will be for evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.  You have accumulated treasure in the last days.”


f.  Lk 8:14, “Now the [seed] falling into the thorns, these [men] are the ones who have heard, and yet, while living, they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life, and do not bear mature fruit.”

2.  “and is not rich in God.’”

a.  The fool is not rich toward God.  They are rich toward the things of this world, whatever those things might be.


b.  How does a person become rich toward God?



(1)  No one can become rich toward God without believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Faith in Christ is the “pearl of great price,” or “the expensive coin searched for throughout the house.”  Without faith in Christ we have nothing in relationship to God—no spiritual treasure whatsoever.




(a)  Eph 2:7, “in order that He might show in the coming ages the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.”




(b)  1 Tim 6:17, “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] not to be arrogant, nor to have confidence based upon the uncertainty of riches, but on the basis of God, Who abundantly provides for us all things for the purpose of [our] enjoyment,”



(2)  After salvation we become rich toward God through the teaching of the word of God we accumulate in our soul.




(a)  Lk 6:45, “The good man from the good treasure of his heart brings forth good;




(b)  2 Cor 4:6-7a, “Because God [Holy Spirit] who said, ‘Light shine forth out of darkness’, [is] the One who shines forth in our hearts for the purpose of the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God [the Father] because of the person of Jesus Christ.  Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels,”




(c)  Col 2:2-3a, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”




(d)  Eph 3:16, “that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being,”



(3)  The application of the doctrine in our souls guarantees treasure in heaven.




(a)  Mk 10:21, “Then after looking at him, Jesus loved him and said to him, ‘One thing is lacking in your case: go and sell everything that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”




(b)  Heb 11:26, “because he considered the reproach associated with Christ as greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he kept on being intent on the reward.”


c.  “Our versions translate ‘toward God,’ understanding EIS to imply direction or even motion.  This blurs the sense and often leads to false interpretations.  This EIS is static as all the newer grammars show.  All motion must be indicated in the verb, it never lies in the preposition, and there is neither direction nor motion in being rich.  This removes the view of wealth that is devoted to (toward) God or of spiritual excellences that are held out ‘toward’ God for His approval.  To be rich in God is to have the wealth that is found in God.  This wealth consists of pardon, peace, and salvation in union with God, and ‘in God’ signifies faith.  That individual is rich in God who has he saving gifts which God gives him and holds them with gratitude by faith as his own.  Such a man is truly rich, however little he may have of earthly goods; nor will earthly possessions interfere with his true wealth, since he will treat them as Abraham, David, and others did by making them wholly subservient to God.”

Mt 6:19-21, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”(your normal format is to place similar passages from the Gospels above the points)

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a. “Jesus applies the parable by noting that this is the fate of all who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich toward God.  Οὕτως (So it is) indicates a comparison.  The basic contrast is between ‘to himself’ and ‘toward God’.  The parable does not condemn planning or wealth per se.  Rather, Jesus’ complaint is against the person who takes wealth and directs it totally toward the self.  Zacchaeus (Lk 19:1–10) will be a counterexample of a penitent rich man.  Storing up treasure for oneself and not for God is the problem.  The main element of the comparison is that wealth is ultimately a wasted accumulation, for the person cannot present it to God for admission to heaven.  Life does not consist of one’s possessions, and to regard life as such is to be gripped by greed (Lk 12:15).  It is important to note that the issue in the parable is not wealth, but how wealth is directed.  The sin is accumulating riches for oneself.  Mt 6:19 is close in concept to this passage.  Paul also teaches that the love of money—not money per se—is the root of all evil (1 Tim 6:10).  It is how money can cause us to focus inwardly that is the danger.  God’s care is made available to those who have right priorities, as the next passage and other texts show (Luke 12:22–34 [esp. 12:33]; Ps. 37:4; Mt 6:33).  The one who relies on God has the true wealth of life.  Jam 4:13–17 is similar in tone, for James is not complaining about the making of plans or business arrangements, but that one does it without considering God and his will.”


b.  “What does it mean to be ‘rich toward God’?  It means to acknowledge gratefully that everything we have comes from God, and then make an effort to use what He gives us for the good of others and the glory of God.  Wealth can be enjoyed and employed at the same time if our purpose is to honor God (1 Tim 6:10ff).  To be rich toward God means spiritual enrichment, not just personal enjoyment.”


c.  “Jesus states that the sin is not how he gained his income but simply that he hoarded it rather than giving generously; the same emphasis appears in Proverbs.


d.  “While at first flush the addressees for this instruction appear to be the crowd in general, it is actually confined to believers, for they alone can accumulate treasures in Heaven.  This man’s focus was on material things and he had done nothing to earn a spiritual reward [we don’t earn spiritual rewards; they are a grace gift from God for our obedience to His will].  Now, as the man in this parable impoverished his eternity, he is clearly presented as a believer [no he is not; God never calls a believer in union with Christ a ‘fool’], for it is impossible for the unregenerate to accumulate treasure in heaven (where they will not be); so this warning unmistakably addresses Jesus’ disciples.”
  Yes, He addresses them, but teaches a principle about greedy unbelievers.

e.  “There are also rich (and poor too) who are ‘rich toward God’ because they use what God has given them for others.  The Scriptures celebrate such people—the well-to-do centurion who built a synagogue for God’s people—the hospitable home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus where Jesus found respite—the well-connected women who supported Jesus’ ministry.  All these wealthy people were rich toward God.  The way to become rich toward God is to invest in Christ’s church and in the lives of his people.”


f.  “Being rich toward God means being rich in those things which are pleasing to Him.”
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