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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak: He spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PARABOLĒ, which means “a parable; an illustration.”  Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to the disciples, crowd and enemies of Jesus—the scribes and Pharisees.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”


The present is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Then He spoke to them a parable, saying,”
 is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man” plus the genitive masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “a certain” plus the adjective PLOUSIOS, meaning “rich.”  Altogether they mean “of a certain rich man” or “belonging to a certain rich man.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EUPHOREW, which means “to bear well; to produce unusually well: bear good crops, yield well, be fruitful of farm land Lk 12:16.”
  Today we say that farmland is “productive,” a good translation in the NASB.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the rich man’s farm produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHWRA, which means “the farm.”

“‘The farm of a certain rich man was very productive.”
Lk 12:16 corrected translation
“Then He spoke to them a parable, saying, ‘The farm of a certain rich man was very productive.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He spoke to them a parable, saying,”

a.  After warning the disciples (and others) to be on their guard against every form of greed, Jesus continues by illustrating this doctrinal principle with a story.

b.  A parable is a story drawn from everyday common life that illustrates a principle of doctrine.  The word PARABOLĒ in Greek means “an illustration.”  In the case before us, Jesus is going to illustrate the danger of being greedy by illustrating what happens to a rich farmer, who has way more abundance than he can prudently manage.


c.  One of the dangers of interpreting parables is that every item in the story does not always illustrate an exact point in the spiritual life.  So caution is necessary to not “over-illustrate” in the interpretation of any parable.  By over-illustrating, people (pastors) get into allegorical interpretation of Scripture, which leads to some disastrous conclusions.

2.  “‘The farm of a certain rich man was very productive.”

a.  Jesus begins by setting the scene of the story.  The scene is a farm, to which all these people can relate, since they live in an agrarian society (there are family farms everywhere).


b.  This particular farm is owned by a certain rich man.  The man is not named, because he is only an illustration, not necessarily a real person.  The man is rich because his farmland has been very fruitful in the past.  The implication is that the man has probably never lost a crop.


c.  Jesus goes on to describe this year’s crop as very productive, that is, more productive than usual.  We would call it a bumper crop.  For example, imagine it was a corn crop that normally yielded 100 bushels of corn per acre.  But this year the crop came in at 200 bushels an acre.  The yield is twice as much as he has ever received in the past.  The man has more than he and his family needs.  He has more than he has ever been able to sell at market.  He is already rich, and corn futures just bottomed out on the stock market.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus reinforces His remark [warning] with a parable. This is one of four unique Lucan parables with a negative illustration (Lk 10:29–37; 16:19–31; 18:9–14).  Luke calls this story a parabolē.  It is one of the many instances where he uses this term to describe Jesus’ teaching (Lk 4:23 [of a proverb]; 5:36 and 6:39 [of a metaphor]; 8:4, 9, 10, 11; 12:41; 13:6; 14:7; 15:3; 18:1, 9; 19:11; 20:9, 19; 21:29).  The story centers around one character, a man with very productive land.  Jesus gives no other details about him.  He is nameless and representative.  Such a man would be envied in an agrarian context and might even be regarded as specially blessed by God, but he represents anyone in any profession who becomes greedy.  Apparently, the harvest for the year was exceptional, leaving him in a favorable situation.  It is important to note that the parable is initially neutral concerning the man’s attitude.  There is no hint of avarice, cheating, or immorality.  Jesus’ parables always involve the element of surprise.  The surprise here is that the man has a perfectly natural dilemma.  Jesus’ story is intriguing in that this man’s additional wealth fell into his lap, he came by his wealth honestly because God’s provision and kindness blessed him—and yet such blessing still can present a problem of stewardship.  Jesus will develop these seemingly favorable circumstances in a disturbing direction.”


b.  “This farmer is cast as one who has fallen victim to the polarity between an existence oriented toward life and one oriented toward possessions or between a life in pursuit of the pseudo-security resident in possessions (= ‘storing up treasures for themselves’) and a life in pursuit of riches with reference to God (verse 21).”


c.  “Archaeologists have found large grain silos on farms where wealthy absentee landowners lived.  The image in the parable here is that of a wealthy landowner, part of the extremely small leisured class (generally estimated at less than 1 percent), who need not labor in his own fields.”


d.  “The problem that the Parable of the Rich Fool addresses is thus the insidious grasp that materialism has on the human soul.”


e.  “Jesus then told the would-be fool, and all who would listen, a parable about a rich fool.  The rich man was a farmer, but he represents all human beings who are seduced by ‘all kinds of greed,’ whether statesmen or craftsmen or peasants or lawyers or nurses or doctors or secretaries or professors or mechanics or students.  He had come by his wealth honestly, like so many of us.  He did not cheat to get his fields, he did not devour widows’ homes, he was not an abuser of employees.  And God had blessed him materially—just the right amount of rain and sun, no disease or pestilence—and huge yields.  He was a success in everyone’s eyes.  New respect came his way.  But unknowingly he, like some of us, was in great danger.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 414). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� BDAG, p. 1094, meaning 4.


� Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, pp. 1150–1151). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Green, J. B. (1997). The Gospel of Luke (p. 489). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Lk 12:16–18). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Lk 12:13–21). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Hughes, R. K. (1998). Luke: that you may know the truth (pp. 47–48). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.





2
3

