John 1:1
Luke 12:12



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and adjective HAGIOS plus the noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Holy Spirit.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the double accusative of person and thing from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples and by extension to any believer in this situation with doctrine in their soul.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the third person feminine singular demonstrative use
 of the intensive pronoun AUTOS plus the article and noun HWRA, meaning “at that time” or “in that very hour.”

“for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour”
 is the double accusative of the thing from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that which” or “what.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “to be necessary; one must; one should; one ought.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what will occur at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the believer will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb EIPON, which means “to say; to speak.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb.

“what is necessary to say.’”
Lk 12:12 corrected translation
“for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what is necessary to say.’”
Mt 10;20, “For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.”
Mk 13:11, “When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit.”

Explanation:
1.  “for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour”

a.  The Lord continues with an explanation to His disciples why they should not worry about how or what they should say to defend themselves, when dragged before various courts.

b.  By this statement the Lord Jesus Christ confirms the person of God the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit and the Son of God cannot be the same person based upon this statement by Jesus.  The fact of the Spirit’s personality is proven by this statement attributing to Him the ability to teach others.  Only a living being is able to teach another living being something.  Inanimate objects are incapable of teaching.


c.  The Spirit’s willingness to teach men is a demonstration of several facets of His personality: His grace, love, righteousness, justice, omniscience, veracity and sovereignty.


d.  The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit is one His many ministries to believers (some of the others are: common and efficacious grace, regeneration, sealing, baptism, indwelling, filling).  The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit is for believers only and is one of the most significant of His many ministries on behalf of believers.  There are two major passages in Scripture that deal with the teaching ministry of the Spirit:



(1)  Jn 16:13, “However when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you with all truth; for He will not speak from the source of Himself, but whatever He will hear, He will speak; and He will teach you the things that are coming.”


(2)  1 Cor 2:9-11, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God has revealed [them] to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s inner self [spirit] which [is] in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the Spirit of God.”


e.  The object “you” refers to believers only and especially believers who are facing persecution as a result of a religious or civil tribunal.  This passage does not apply to Sunday school teachers and pastors and other Bible teachers who do not prepare ahead of time.  The Holy Spirit cannot and does not give you doctrine you have not already learned prior to the time of testing.  He uses what you do know, Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and remind you regarding all things that I said to you.”  Notice that Jesus promised that the Spirit would remind the disciples what they had already learned from Jesus.


f.  The idiomatic phrase “in that very hour” also means “at that very time.”  The point Jesus is making is that when a believer is faced with persecution and is going to face judgment in a religious or civil court, they don’t have to worry about making elaborate legal defense statements.  They will have to explain why they believe that Jesus is the Son of God and the Messiah, and God the Holy Spirit will help them remember what they have learned and what they believe.  The Holy Spirit will help them with the words and concepts necessary to defend their faith.  There are not only many examples of this Acts (Stephen, Peter and John, Paul), but many examples of this in Church history, the most famous being Martin Luther’s defense of his doctrine of justification by faith before the representative leaders of the Catholic Church at the Diet of Worms.

2.  “what is necessary to say.’”

a.  God the Holy Spirit will teach the believer facing judgment what is necessary for him to say before the court.  What is necessary for him or her to say?  It is necessary that they declare their faith in Jesus.  It is necessary that they affirm that they believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, and their Savior.  Beyond this, if there are important doctrinal issues for which the believer is being judged, then the Holy Spirit will remind them of the important tenets of that doctrine—for example, the basic doctrines/facts/issues regarding the impeccability of Christ or His spiritual death on the Cross or the facts proving His resurrection.


b.  What is not necessary to say?  How wrong the court is for judging you; how good and wonderful you have been all your life; how wrong the judges are in their unbelief; any and all things related to self-justification and self-absorption.  You are there to glorify Christ, not to justify self.  The Holy Spirit is with us to help us say what He wants said, not what we want said.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This is no excuse for neglect in pulpit preparation.  It is simply a word for courage in a crisis to help the man for Christ and to trust the issue with God without fear.”


b.  “Disciples can face persecution.  At such inquisitions, God’s spiritual provision will support them.  There will be guidance on how to reply to questioners.  This provision is the reason that the disciples need not worry.  Such an examination would be extemporaneous, since questions would center around beliefs and activities.  The Spirit will instruct them with specific content in that hour.  Rather than speaking against the Spirit, they will be ready to speak through Him.  As such, anxiety need not be a problem, since the Spirit will meet their need.  This is the only Lucan text that explicitly mentions the Spirit as teaching.  God will provide the Spirit to help them answer their accusers.  The answer will come immediately, as the phrase ‘at that hour’ makes clear.  Disciples will not find they have nothing to say or that God has abandoned them.  Only loss of nerve will produce faithlessness.  To those who depend on God in the hour of testing the Spirit offers aid so that they can confess their faith.  Paul makes a similar request for boldness (Eph 6:18–20; Col 4:3–4), as does the early church (Acts 4:24–30).”


c.  “Jesus then promised the disciples that when they were arraigned and brought before officials because of their preaching and teaching (Acts 4:1–21), the Holy Spirit would teach them what to say.”


d.  “Inspiration does not, of course, imply lack of general preparation or discipline in the subject about which one speaks; disciples memorized the sayings of their teachers in both Jewish and Greek culture, and Jesus’ disciples would know his teaching as well as being inspired by the Spirit.”


e.  “Believers need not fear the sin of blaspheming the Holy Spirit under even the supreme pressure of torture, for the Holy Spirit Himself will instruct them.  Obviously, with the Holy Spirit instructing them, believers cannot blaspheme Him in this remarkable divine provision!  Reflect on the fact that as the Holy Spirit instructs the believer in time of trouble, he clearly need not fear blaspheming Him.”
  Notice the basic wrong premise of this commentator that a believer can blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  The premise is wrong because only the unbeliever can blaspheme against the common grace witness of the Spirit.

f.  “Jesus’ followers are to be ‘prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope [confidence] that you have’ (1 Pet 3:15).  But they also face situations they can never prepare for, and the Spirit’s astounding grace will sustain them in those situations.”


g.  Lenski points out that whatever the Spirit inspires in that hour will be inerrant, since the Spirit does not teach falsities, mistakes, or errors in these situations.
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