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

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all; everyone” plus the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say; to speak.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that everyone who produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “a word, statement, message, declaration, speech; a thing, a matter.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship (opposition)
 from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “against the Son of Man.”

“And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man,”
 is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be forgiven; to be cancelled; to be pardoned.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the word against the Son of Man will receive the action of being forgiven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object (or dative of advantage) from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him.”

“it will be forgiven him;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to blaspheme; to slander.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “to the one who.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship (opposition) from the neuter singular adjective HAGIOS and noun PNEUMA, meaning “against the Holy Spirit.”

“however, to the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit,”
 is the negative OUK, which means “not” and slams the door shut.  With this we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be forgiven.”  The morphology is the same as its use above.

“it will not be forgiven.”
Lk 12:10 corrected translation
“And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; however, to the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.”
Mk 3:28-29, “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”

Mt 12:31-32, “Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.  Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.”

Explanation:
1.  “And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man,”

a.  Jesus continues addressing His disciples directly and His enemies indirectly.  The subject ‘everyone who’ refers to anyone living at any time during human history regardless of race, color, creed, or religion.  Mankind in its entirety is summed up in this subject.


b.  To speak something, anything, a word, a statement, a saying, etc. against the Son of Man is to slander or blasphemy the Lord Jesus Christ.  This can come in the form of denying that He is God or the Son of God, or denying that He is without sin, or that He didn’t die for our sins, or that He was in league with the devil, or any other blaspheme or slander.


c.  There will always be unbelievers who blaspheme or slander the person and/or the work of Christ.  This began with Cain claiming that his punishment was too harsh for the murder of his brother, and has continued throughout human history with every person who has been the enemy of Israel.  There are literally millions upon millions of unbelievers today throughout the world that slander Christians.  Whatever someone does to the least believer they do to the Lord Jesus Christ (Mt 25).  By so doing they are speaking a word against the Son of Man.  The Son of Man is a title Jesus used to refer to Himself.

2.  “it will be forgiven him;”

a.  Whatever blaspheme or slander is spoken against the Lord Jesus Christ will be forgiven that person.  All three members of the Trinity will forgive the person slandering Jesus.


b.  This is a wonderful promise and guarantee in the word of God of God’s forgiven of personal sin against the Lord Jesus Christ.  God can make this promise because these sins of blaspheme and slander against Jesus were imputed to Him on the Cross and judged.  Therefore, they cannot and will not be held against a person ever again.  God the Father will forgive because He honors the work of Christ on the Cross in being judged for those sins.  God the Son will forgive because He already bore the punishment for those verbal sins.


c.  Therefore, in spite of the fact that billions of sins of blaspheme and slander have been committed against the Lord Jesus Christ either directly or indirectly by slandering believers, all these sins of the tongue against Christ will be forgiven.


d.  This was something that Peter would need to remember in the future, that Paul really needed to remember throughout his life, and that the scribes and Pharisees should pause and think about for the rest of their lives.

3.  “however, to the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit,”

a.  The Lord then turns the coin over and shows the disciples (and others) the other side of the coin.  There is a contrast, a difference between blaspheming or slandering Jesus and blaspheming or slandering the work of the Holy Spirit.  Just as the Lord Jesus Christ does work in being judged for sins, so also God the Holy Spirit does His work in making the person and work of Jesus a reality in the souls of men.  This is called the ministry of ‘common grace’ whereby God the Holy Spirit takes the message of the gospel (that the Lord Jesus Christ died spiritually on the Cross for our sins, being judged in our place, that whosoever believes in Him will have eternal life) and makes that message real and true to the mind of the unbeliever.  God the Holy Spirit tells every unbeliever that the gospel message is true.  The unbeliever then has to make a decision to believe or not believe that it is true.  The unbeliever who accepts the message of the gospel as truth believes the message and is saved.  The unbeliever who rejects the message as false is in effect saying that the Holy Spirit is a liar about the message of the gospel.  That is blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  Let me say it again so there is no misunderstanding—the person who rejects the gospel as not being true is calling the Holy Spirit a liar.  He slanders the work of the Holy Spirit in common grace, making the gospel a reality in the soul of every person who hears the gospel.  Rejection of the gospel is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, because it is the Spirit’s ministry to reveal the truth of the gospel to the mind of man.  The Holy Spirit has to do this because the unbeliever does not have a human spirit and spiritual things are ‘foolishness’ to him.  The Holy Spirit makes the message of the gospel ‘unfoolishness’.  The unbeliever who rejects the gospel claims that the message of the gospel is foolishness, slandering the Holy Spirit.


b.  A believer cannot blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  This sin can only be committed by the unbeliever.  The sin unto death is not the same thing as the sin against the Holy Spirit.  The sin unto death is the final physical punishment of a believer in dying as a punishment from God.  It is dying without the benefit of dying grace.  The unbeliever cannot die the sin unto death and the believer cannot blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  Apostate, degenerate Christians do not blaspheme against the Holy Spirit, because they have believed in Christ even though they become apostate and/or degenerate.  In the same respect unbelievers, who do blaspheme against the Holy Spirit by thinking His ministry of common grace is a lie, cannot and do not die the sin unto death.

4.  “it will not be forgiven.”

a.  This slander of rejection of the message of the gospel will not and cannot be forgiven.  The unbeliever cannot be forgiven for not believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord or one of His disciples proclaims that Jesus is the Savior of the world, the Son of God, the Messiah, etc. and presents the message of the gospel (for example Jn 3:16).  God the Holy Spirit then takes that information and makes it real understandable truth in the soul of the unbeliever.  The unbeliever considers the message and rejects it, saying to himself that it is not true.  He has made God the Son a liar, which will be forgiven him, and made the Holy Spirit a liar, which will not be forgiven him.


b.  God can forgive any and every sin committed by man, except the sin of not believing in Christ.  Failure to believe in Christ is the unpardonable sin.  There is no forgiveness for not being in what Jesus did on the Cross for us.  We can call the Lord Jesus Christ a liar and be forgiven, but we cannot do so in the case of the Holy Spirit, because the truth He reveals in common grace is the only truth that can save us from our sins.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This unpardonable sin is given by Mk 3:28f.=Mt 12:31f. immediately after the charge that Jesus was in league with Beelzebub.  Luke here separates it from the same charge made in Judea (Lk 11:15–20).  As frequently said, there is no sound reason for saying that Jesus only spoke his memorable sayings once. Luke apparently finds a different environment here.”


b.  “Jesus closes with one of the more enigmatic [=puzzling (really?  This is so mysterious it can’t be understood?  Are you serious?)] and debated sayings of His ministry.  He distinguishes between blaspheming or acting dishonorably against the Son of Man and doing so against the Spirit.  Blasphemy of the Son of Man is forgivable, but blasphemy of the Spirit is not.  Jesus has just said that failure to confess Him before people will result in judgment [confessing Jesus before others is the typical function of a believer in presenting the message of the gospel].  What does it mean to blaspheme the Holy Spirit? At least five views have been put forward:
1. 
Some regard it as the Beelzebub charge raised in Mk 3:22 = Lk 11:15.  Blasphemy against the Spirit is seeing Jesus’ work as coming from Satan.

2. 
Patristic interpretation often regarded the passage as referring to the believer’s apostasy.

3. 
Another position argues that speaking against the Son of Man consists of rejecting Him during His ministry, while blasphemy of the Spirit consists of rejecting Him after hearing the preaching of the apostles, who preach by authority of the Spirit. This view has much to be said for it, since it is historically sensitive to the progress of Jesus’ ministry and places the blasphemy in terms of allegiance to Jesus.

4. 
Blasphemy of the Spirit is failure to utter the message that the Spirit supplies when one is brought before the rulers and synagogues.  The main problem with this view is its lack of connection to the concept in Matthew and Mark.

5. 
The last view is like view 3, but is more intense: blasphemy of the Spirit is not so much an act of rejection as it is a persistent and decisive rejection of the Spirit’s message and work concerning Jesus.  When a person obstinately rejects and fixedly refuses that message or evidence, that person is not forgiven.  Blasphemy against the Spirit is ‘the denial or rejection of the manifest saving intervention of God on behalf of his People.… The one who hardens himself or herself against what God is doing as He acts to save places himself or herself beyond the reach of God’s present disposition of forgiveness.’

View 5 looks at the totality of a person’s response to the Spirit, not just a moment in it.  If single moments were in view, then Peter and Paul would fall into this category, and this is unlikely.  Also, the concept should be broad enough to make sense of all the parallels.  A view that fits all three settings is more likely than a view that fits only one or two of them.  The probability that the remark is the same in all accounts effectively rules out views 1, 2, and 4.  The concept that unites the three passages is the rejection of allegiance to Jesus, whether because one fears people’s response or one attributes Jesus’ work to Satan.  The blasphemy of the Spirit might be regarded as the by-product of rejecting the Son of Man.  The difference between blaspheming the Son of Man and blaspheming the Spirit is that blasphemy of the Son of Man is an instant rejection, while blasphemy of the Spirit is a permanent decision of rejection. Once the Spirit’s testimony about God’s work through Jesus is permanently refused, then nothing can be forgiven, since God’s plan has been rejected.”


c.  “The only ‘unpardonable sin’ today is the final rejection of Jesus Christ (Jn 3:36).”


d.  “Apparently the Pharisees were being convicted by the Holy Spirit that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, but were rejecting His witness.  They could never be forgiven because they were rejecting God’s only means of salvation.”


e.  “Blasphemy against the Spirit in this context is tantamount to apostasy, the deliberate and decisive repudiation of Jesus as Lord.  Another well-known example is Heb 6:4–6, where it is said to be impossible to renew apostates to repentance, since they have repudiated the only way of salvation.”
  This last passage does not apply in any way to blasphemy against the Spirit.  It is describing Christian apostasy and/or Christian degeneracy and has nothing to do with an unbeliever.

f.  “These passages [Mt, Mk, Lk] at least imply beyond question the personality of the Holy Spirit, for sin and blasphemy can be committed only against persons.”


g.  “In this context, blasphemy against the Spirit may refer to a denial of Jesus of which the denier (unlike Peter) never repents.”
  Peter’s sin of denial of Jesus was not the same as the unbeliever’s denial that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior, etc.  Peter still believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Savior, etc., while denying that he had any personal relationship with Him.  Peter could be and was forgiven for slander against Jesus (I don’t know the Man), but Peter never committed the sin of disbelief in the person and work of Christ—blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

h.  “This blasphemy is not so much a matter of blasphemous language but of a conscious, persistent, wicked rejection of the Spirit’s witness. It is a setting of the mind against the Spirit of God.”


i.  “It is quite credible that Jesus could tell His opponents that speaking against Him was forgivable, while warning them that denial of the work of the Spirit was unforgivable.”
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