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Luke 11:6



 is the conjunction EPEIDĒ, which introduces a reason or cause and translated “because” or “since.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PHILOS, meaning “a friend” plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular person pronoun EGW, meaning “of mine” or “my friend.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PARAGINOMAI, which means “to come; to arrive.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the friend) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun HODOS, meaning “from a way, trip or journey.”
  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to me.”

“because a friend of mine has come to me from a journey,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: I have.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present, describing the present situation as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the host produces the state of not having any food to offer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “a thing which.”  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb PARATITHĒMI, which means “to place beside; to set before.”


The future tense is still a deliberative future in this extended question.


The active voice indicates that the host intends to produce the action in the near future.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the locative of place or dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in front of/before him” or “him.”

“and I do not have a thing which I shall set before him”;”
Lk 11:6 corrected translation
“because a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I do not have a thing which I shall set before him”;”
Explanation:
1.  “because a friend of mine has come to me from a journey,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “‘Which one of you will have a friend, and will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; because a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I do not have a thing which I shall set before him’;”


b.  Jesus continues the illustration or illustrative story (this is not a parable as stated by older commentators, since there is no hidden meaning here) by explaining the reason for the host’s urgent need of his friend’s or neighbor’s help at midnight.  The reason for the urgent help is that another friend of the host’s has been on a journey and has stopped to rest at the host’s home for the night.  The laws of hospitality require the host to provide a meal and bed for the weary traveling friend.  So the host has two friends involved now—one in his house waiting for a meal and another friend next door, who is expected to get up out of bed in the middle of the night and provide the food.


c.  We might ask why the traveler is still traveling so late at night.  It was common for people to travel at night to avoid the burning heat of the day.  We might wonder why the host has run out of food that day but the friend next door has not?  That would all depend on if the next day were the big day at the marketplace for shopping or if the host had a bigger family to feed each day.


d.  The real point of this statement is that the host has a legitimate need.  He is not trying to provide for himself, but for someone else.  He has right motivation and right action.  He is attempting to do what he can honorably for his friend and honorably seeking his other friend’s help.  There is nothing to criticize in his actions.  He is doing a right thing in a right way.

2.  “and I do not have a thing which I shall set before him”;”

a.  The host continues by describing his helpless situation.  He doesn’t have a single thing by way of food in his house to offer his traveling friend.  This is another example in Scripture of a no food situation (the Jews in the desert; the 5000 on the mountain side, etc.)


b.  The host isn’t just out of bread; he is totally out of all food.  The markets are closed at midnight, and there are no all-night diners open to serve the restless.  The host feels trapped in a hopeless situation.  The traveling friend is exhausted and has nowhere else to turn for help.  The next door neighbor has everyone else’s problems dumped in his lap at this ‘ungodly’ hour.


c.  Jesus is having a lot of fun telling this story and His disciples are hanging on every word with rapt attention.  Can’t you just wait to hear the next episode?  Such is the teaching of our Lord.  He is the greatest of all storytellers.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The dilemma becomes clear.  A traveler has arrived from a journey (Mt 2:9 shows the possibility of such night travel in the ancient world).  When he arrives, there is nothing to eat.  The only way to meet the cultural demands for hospitality is for the host to seek help from a neighbor.  The host in need has nerve, since it is clear that the neighbor will be irritated at the timing of the request.  It may well be that the explanation of the need presents the petitioner’s internal thought as he anticipates how the neighbor will respond to this late request.  The petitioner knows that no matter how delicately he makes the request by addressing his neighbor as ‘friend’ or how severely he paints his dilemma, the neighbor will still be bothered by the request.”


b.  “We should note that bread is baked and consumed daily, so that the dearth registered in verse 6 is not extraordinary; that the request is for three loaves of bread has no symbolic value but is the appropriate number of loaves for an evening meal; and that the house Jesus depicts is presumably a one-room peasant home in which the whole family makes their bed on a floor mat.  On a related note is the probability that the scene includes (at the level of presupposition) a small peasant village in which houses are located in close proximity to one another, where the disturbance of sleep in the one home could not remain an isolated event but would be known by others immediately and by all shortly, and that the requirements for hospitality in the one home would naturally spill over into the village as a whole.”


c.  “This parable, then, teaches that believers may ask God without hesitation or shame for what they want.”


d.  “If the friend traveled on foot all day, and did not arrive until midnight, he must have been desperately hungry.  Hospitality demanded that he be fed.”
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