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

 is the particle of dire warning of impending doom, OUAI, which is translated “Woe” plus the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the appositional dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun NOMIKOS, meaning “lawyers.”

“Woe to you lawyers!”
 is the explanatory or causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For” or “Because.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative of the verb AIRW, which means “to take away; to remove.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the lawyers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KLEIS, which means “to key” plus the genitive of the product
 from the feminine singular article and noun GNWSIS, meaning “to knowledge.”
  Another possibly for this genitive is the objective genitive, which translates as: “the key that leads to knowledge.”
  Hence, faith is the key that leads to knowledge of God and as the knowledge of what it takes to enter the kingdom of God.

“For you have taken away the key to knowledge.”
 is the nominative subject from the reflexive use of the second person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “You yourselves.”  With this we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the lawyers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a tendential and retroactive progressive present, which describes an action that began in the past and is continuing in the present.  The action is attempted.  The scribes hinder those who are attempting to enter into the kingdom of God through faith in Jesus.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (other people) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active indicative of the verb KWLUW, which means “to hinder.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the layers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You yourselves did not enter, and you hindered those who are entering.’”
Lk 11:52 corrected translation
“Woe to you lawyers!  For you have taken away the key to knowledge.  You yourselves did not enter, and you hindered those who are entering.’”
Mt 23:13, “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.”
Explanation:
1.  “Woe to you lawyers!”

a.  The Lord issues the third woe to the lawyers, which is also the sixth and final woe to the Pharisees and lawyers as a group.  The lawyers are experts in the Mosaic Law and the teachers of the Pharisees, who take the teachings of the scribes/lawyers and add their own manmade laws, which overburden the people of Israel.


b.  The same dire warning of impending doom exists for these lawyers as it does for the Pharisees.  They are going to suffer miserably in the siege of Jerusalem (if they live that long), and will suffer in the compartment of Hades, called Torments for the rest of human history until the end of the millennial reign of Jesus.  And finally they will spend eternity in the lake of fire.  So the ‘woe’ is very justified as a dire warning of impending doom.

2.  “For you have taken away the key to knowledge.”

a.  The Lord continues by stating the reason for the dire warning.  The lawyers have taken away the key to knowledge.  In this metaphor the key unlocks a door and opens the door another room, where knowledge exists.  To understand this metaphor, we have to define the key, the door, and the knowledge.



(1)  The key that unlocks the door is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Faith alone in Christ alone is the key the unlocks everything in the spiritual life.  Without faith in Christ, the door of understanding and the spiritual life is permanently shut.



(2)  The door to knowledge is the Word of God (our Lord Jesus Christ) and the word of God (the Scriptures).  Faith in Christ unlocks the Scriptures, so that we might understand our Lord, who is standing at the door knocking and waiting for us to use our key and unlock the door.  So in one sense our Lord Jesus Christ is the door.  Faith in Him unlocks the door, which He opens for us to enter into the spiritual life and the spiritual knowledge of the word of God.  Faith in Christ unlocks the Scriptures.  It opens our understanding of who and what He is.



(3)  The knowledge is our understanding of the will, plan, and purpose of God, His spiritual life, His plan of salvation, His resolution of the angelic conflict, His love for us, and too many other things to mention.   Faith in Christ opens the door to understanding God and everything about our relationship with Him and all He has done and will continue to do for us.


b.  The scribes or lawyers took away the key of faith in Christ by telling the people of Israel that (1)  Jesus was not the Messiah; (2) that faith alone in Him would do them no good; (3) that a system of works was required for salvation; and (4) that Jesus had rejected their system of works, and therefore, was in league with the devil.  By taking away faith as the key to relationship with God and opening the door of understanding and knowledge, the lawyers kept the door of salvation closed and locked for the people of Israel.  No wonder Jesus gives them a dire warning of impending doom.

3.  “You yourselves did not enter, and you hindered those who are entering.’”

a.  The Lord then puts the icing on the cake.  The lawyers themselves did not enter into the spiritual life through faith in Christ.  They didn’t enter the spiritual kingdom of God being offered to them and the people of Israel.  They didn’t use the key of faith to open the door themselves, just as they encouraged others not to use the key of faith.


b.  Thus the lawyers hindered those who wanted to enter and, in fact, did enter into the spiritual life that Jesus was offering.  This is not saying that the lawyers were successful in hindering those who entered from entering.  Obviously, if the person believed in Christ, they entered into the spiritual kingdom of heaven.  But in the process of entering the lawyers did everything they could to hinder the person before they were able to finally enter.  The lawyers’ ‘crime’ was their ongoing efforts to hinder people from believing in Jesus.  They were highly successful with some people and totally unsuccessful with others.  Their guilt lies in their attempts to keep people from having faith in Jesus.


c.  The scribes profess that they know the way of life that enters into eternal relationship with God, when in reality they are holding the door shut and leaning against it with all their might by telling people not to use their key to unlock the door.  They refuse to unlock and open the door themselves, and are standing in the way of the door in an attempt to block others from opening the door.

Faith in Christ is the key to everything in the spiritual life.  Without faith in Christ, the door of the spiritual life is shut to us and we have no understanding of the word of God.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus brings against them the serious charge that by their religious practice they also prevent others from entering the kingdom who desire to do so.”


b.  “The image is that of the door to the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God is the supreme good, while knowledge is the key which opens up access to it.  The theological knowledge of the scribes is the key either to the kingdom of God or to knowledge of God.  Jesus has in view the claim of the theologians of His day to have the power of the keys in virtue of their knowledge of Scripture.  He does not pronounce [judgment] on this claim as such.  But He does raise the charge that, instead of opening the door of salvation to men, they have hidden the key, keeping their knowledge secret and barring the way of salvation to the crowd by keeping from them the true will of God.”
  The true will of God is faith alone in Christ alone.  Knowledge cannot be the key, because the scribes had fantastic knowledge of the Scriptures, but no faith.  Faith is the key that opens the door to God’s knowledge.


c.  “This is a flat charge of obscurantism on the part of these scribes (lawyers), the teachers (rabbis) of the people.  They themselves refused to go into the house of knowledge and learn.  [On the contrary they were ‘always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth’ 2 Tim 3:7, why?  Because they had no faith in Christ.].  They then locked the door and hid the key to the house of knowledge and hindered those who were trying to enter.  It is the most pitiful picture imaginable of blind ecclesiastics trying to keep others as blind as they were, blind leaders of the blind, both falling into the pit.”


d.  “The final charge is found in the last woe to the scribes: they are obstacles to others knowing God.  Rather than supplying the key to knowledge, they take it away.  The key refers to possessing access to God through heavenly blessing and relationship.  [Doesn’t access to God come through faith in Christ?]  The scribes have failed to enter into true knowledge, and they have become a hindrance to others trying to attain knowledge.  The image of entering is similar to the picture of coming into the kingdom.  For those who see themselves as instructors and protectors of the truth, this is a particularly devastating accusation.  No one enters the house of the knowledge of God through them.”


e.  “Jesus’ indictment became even more severe when He noted that not only were they themselves staying away from knowledge (i.e., Jesus’ teaching) but were also taking away the key, that is, they were keeping the knowledge from others.”
  Knowledge is not the key to the spiritual life.  Faith is the key; for without faith, it is impossible to have knowledge.  God the Holy Spirit can’t teach a faithless person.

f.  “The function of the scribes was to unlock the Word, so that others might be brought to a knowledge of the truth.  Instead, by their concentration on the secondary and the peripheral, they locked the book and threw away the key.”


g.  “The knowledge is that of the way of salvation, which can be obtained from Scripture.  But the scribes had cut off all access to this knowledge, first, by their false interpretations; and secondly, by their contempt for the people, whom they considered to be unworthy of instruction or incapable of enlightenment.”
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