John 1:1
Luke 11:43



 is the particle of attention, warning, and grief OUAI, meaning “woe.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the appositional dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and proper noun PHARISAIOS, meaning “Pharisees.”

“Woe to you Pharisees!”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For,” followed by the second person plural present active indicative of the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally: you love.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the current and continuing action or state of being.


The active voice indicates that the Pharisees produce the action of loving something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PRWTOKATHEDRIAN, which means “the chief-seat; best-seat; seat of honor”
 (note the singular, not the plural as mistranslated by the NASB).  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning “in the synagogues.”

“For you love the best-seat in the synagogues”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ASPASMOS, meaning “greetings.”
  There is no adjective ‘respectful’ in the Greek text as translated in the NASB.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun AGORA, meaning “in the marketplaces.”

“and greetings in the marketplaces.”
Lk 11:43 corrected translation
“Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best-seat in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.”
Mt 23:6-7, “They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues,

and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men.”

Explanation:
1.  “Woe to you Pharisees!”

a.  Jesus continues to address the Pharisees at the ‘dinner party’ in the home of a Pharisee, who has invited Jesus to a meal.  It seems reasonable that the Lord’s disciples are not with Him at this meal.  So Matthew, Peter, and John’s knowledge of these events were probably told to them by the Lord after it was all over, and the Holy Spirit inspired them to deliver an accurate report to us.  The fact that the Pharisee who invited Jesus also has other Pharisees and lawyers present at the dinner, suggests that there was not enough room for twelve more men, and certainly not for the seventy and the women followers.  They all had their own separate meal.


b.  Jesus follows His first dire warning of impending doom with a second ‘Woe’.  There will be three woes for the Pharisees and three for the scribes or lawyers.  As we see in Mt 23 Jesus will give a final eight ‘woes’ to these same Pharisees just before His arrest and crucifixion.


c.  The principle we glean from this is that God always gives fair warning before He delivers judgment on a people (the Jews), city (Nineveh), or nation (Israel, the Roman Empire, Germany, Japan).

2.  “For you love the best-seat in the synagogues”

a.  The Lord continues with the reason for the dire warning of impending judgment.  The Pharisees loved the best-seats, the seats of honor, the chief-seats in the synagogues.  Wherever they lived or wherever they went they expected to be treated like religious royalty.  They expected all others to defer to them and show them respect and consideration beyond all others.  “These were special chairs set in front of the ark and facing the congregation, reserved for those held in highest honor in the congregation, the teachers of the law.”


b.  The Greek word used for this ‘love’ is AGAPAW, which means unconditional love.  They expected unconditional love from others no matter what.  They felt they deserved unconditional respect and admiration from others because of what they believed and because of how stringently they applied their manmade laws to themselves and others.


c.  1 Pet 2:9 tells us that we, the Church, the bride of Christ , “[are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that we might proclaim the virtues of Him who called us from darkness into His wonderful light.”  But we receive and expect no special treatment in this world, since “There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus,” Gal 3:28.


d.  For the royal family of God, the best-seat in the synagogue or assembly always goes to our Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  “and greetings in the marketplaces.”

a.  The other thing the Pharisees deeply cherished was all the public acknowledgment of how great they were.  These greetings in the marketplace were not just a passing casual ‘hello’.  These greetings were elaborate affairs that took several minutes and drew the attention of everyone in the marketplace.  This attention fed the arrogance and self-centeredness of these men.  Imagine you are in a shopping mall and suddenly you see a famous athlete, or movie star, or TV personality.  Everyone runs up to them to say hello, shake their hand, tell them how much they love them, and maybe even get an autograph.  Same idea here with the Pharisees.


b.  The Pharisees loved the special treatment they received from others, whether they deserved it or not.  And according to what our Lord is about to say, they don’t deserve any of it.  In fact, this attention is the fuel feeding the wildfire of their arrogance and is the cause for this dire warning.  “The pharisaic Jews of the NT loved salutations in public places.  Often these salutations were very elaborate, involving much time in prostrations, embracings, etc. When Jesus sent out the Seventy, He forbade salutation on the way (Lk 10:4).”


c.  “For the Jews greeting is an important ceremony. This may be seen from Jesus accusation that the scribes love ‘the greeting in the marketplace (Mk 12:38; Mt 23:6f.; Lk 20:46; 11:43).  Like the seat of honor in the synagogue or at a feast, greeting in the market-place is one of the distinctions to which rabbis raise claim by reason of the dignity of their office.  A greeting is given on the street to the one who is to be honored.  In their desire for a greeting, the rabbis want to be greeted first and therefore publicly recognized as superiors.  Jesus does not wish His disciples to be honored by greetings but rather to greet others.  It is known that this basic principle was taught and practiced by many rabbis.”


d.  A principle of application to us: We don’t need the approbation of others.  We need the forgiveness, grace, and love of God.  We don’t need the attention of others.  We need to pay attention to what God teaches us and wants from us—to love Him and others unconditionally.   The Pharisees had it backwards.  They wanted unconditional love from others, but failed to show the unconditional love toward others required by the Law.  This is why their failure is given to us as an example in the New Testament Scriptures.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The love of prestige is incompatible with the love of God.”


b.  “Jesus also warns His disciples against self-exaltation by the examples which are given in Lk 14:7ff.”


c.  “The second woe rebukes the Pharisees for seeking attention; it alludes to the pride that comes from receiving such honor.  There is a constant desire for such attention.  Jesus’ later teaching about not wanting the first seat is a reflection of the same problem (Lk 14:7–11; 16:14–15).  These leaders enjoy the seats of honor at the synagogue and the attention in the public square.  Some think that this is an allusion to the ‘seat of Moses,’ where the most distinguished elder would sit (Mt 23:2).  But the reference to plural seats suggests that more than this one seat is in view.  It probably refers to a row of seats near the ark.  The greeting in the public place is not so much a quick hello as an involved salutation of respect.  In the Talmud, such elaborate greetings were compulsory for teachers of the law.”


d.  “The Pharisees put reputation above character.  They thought that sitting in the right seats and being acknowledged by the right people would make them spiritual.  Reputation is what people think we are; character is what God knows we are.”


e.  “The next charge brought against the Pharisees concerns their propensity to engage in behavior leading to self-aggrandizement.  The Pharisees concern themselves with public recognition and enhancement of their honor.  Their need for honor extends both to the public square, the marketplace, the center of social activity in a town, and to the center of religious instruction for the Jew.  In a devastating play on words, Jesus remarks that Pharisees love to be the center of attention, but neglect the love of God.”


f.  “The Pharisees had grown to love the respect of people [as the basis] for their religiosity.”


g.  “The most important seats in the synagogues were those in front, facing the congregation.  The Pharisees loved to be seen by all, in their religious finery.  There they could look pensive as the Law was read, and beatific as the Psalms were sung.  During the homily they could assume various postures and facial expressions to communicate their approval or restraint.  And out on the street, well, the more elaborate the greetings the better. ‘Ah, Rabbi Eliesar, glorious doctor of the Torah, repository of Solomonic epigrams, son of Amos, son of Saul, son of …”  The principal folly here was that their pride left no room for the God they so meticulously served.  In fact, it left no room for real faith.”


h.  “It was a sign of respect to a superior if he was greeted first by another man.”
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