John 1:1
Luke 11:32



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ANĒR plus the nominative masculine plural noun NINEUITĒS, meaning “The Ninevite men.”  Then we have the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KRISIS, which means “in the judgement.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular article and noun GENEA plus the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “with this generation.”

“The Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KATAKRINW, which means “to condemn.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the men of Nineveh will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to ‘this generation’.

“and condemn it,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb METAVOEW, which means “to change one’s mind.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the men of Nineveh produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular article and noun KĒRUGMA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun IWNAS, which means “as a result of the proclamation of Jonah.”

“because they changed their minds as a result of the proclamation of Jonah;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “and behold, notice, pay attention.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular comparative adjective POLUS, meaning “a greater thing, more important thing.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be, meaning: [there is].”  Then we have the ablative of comparison from the masculine singular proper noun IWNAS, meaning “than Jonah.”  Finally, we have the adverb of place HWDE, meaning “here.”  There is no word “something” in the Greek as inserted by the NASB translation.

“and behold, [there is] a greater thing than Jonah here.”
Lk 11:32 corrected translation
“The Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they changed their minds as a result of the proclamation of Jonah; and behold, [there is] a greater than Jonah here.”
Mt 12:41, “The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”
Explanation:
1.  “The Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it,”

a.  Jesus adds a second example to His list of witnesses that will testify against the men of His generation at the Last Judgment.  In the previous verse we have the prophecy of the testimony of the Queen of the South against the unbelievers of Jesus’ generation.  Now He adds the Ninevite men as a second group of witnesses.


b.  The Ninevite men refer to all the people of Nineveh, who believed in the God of Israel as a result of the three days of Jonah’s ministry in their city.  This story is found in Jonah 3:1-10.


c.  As in the previous verse the word “judgment” refers to the Last Judgment at the end of human history.  In addition the phrase “this generation” again refers to Jesus’ generation with special emphasis on the leaders of Israel.


d.  The men of Nineveh who believed in the Lord God of Israel have the right and privilege of condemning the unbelievers of Jesus’ generation for their refusal to believe in Him.  They will be called to the witness stand and will stand up before all humanity and condemn the unbelievers of Israel during our Lord’s first advent.  Literally hundreds of thousands of people of Nineveh will testify against hundreds of thousands of Jews.  It will be an awesome display of truthfulness and justice.

2.  “because they changed their minds as a result of the proclamation of Jonah;”

a.  The reason given for the privilege of testifying against the unbelieving Jews of Jesus generation is the same as in the previous verse—because the people of Nineveh changed their minds.  They changed their minds about the God of Israel.  They believed in the testimony, witness and proclamation of Jonah that they were all going to die and go to hell if they didn’t immediately believe in the God of Israel.  Jonah presented the message of the gospel and the dire warning from God, and the people of Nineveh changed their minds and believed.


b.  The Queen of the South came from the ends of the earth to hear the gospel from Solomon.  The men of Nineveh didn’t go anywhere, but the evangelist came to them.  In one case a single woman believed, in the other case an entire population of a great city believed.  Both became believers and both will testify against the unbelievers of Israel.  In one case Solomon proclaimed the message of God.  In the other case Jonah proclaimed the message of God.

3.  “and behold, [there is] a greater thing than Jonah here.”

a.  Jesus again warns His audience of scribes, Pharisees, and critics to pay careful attention to what He is about to say.  There is something greater here than the prophet Jonah.


b.  As with Solomon, so with Jonah, the Lord Jesus Christ is the greater thing than the prophet Jonah.


c.  The Messiah is the greater thing in the presence of the religious leadership of Israel than Solomon before the Queen of the South or Jonah before the Ninevite men.  His person is greater, His message is greater, His works are greater, and His signs are greater.


d.  At the Last Judgment not only will Jesus and the believers of His generation stand up in judgment against the unbelievers of His generation, but Solomon, the Queen of the South, Jonah, and the Ninevite men will also be able to stand up and testify against them.  What an incredible warning Jesus gave to His critics and still they refused to change their minds about Him.  Such is the nature of blackout of the soul, hardness of heart, and scar tissue of the soul.


e.  As a side note, we should recognize that Jesus assumes, believes, and implies that Jonah is a real historical person, and that what happened to him and what he did are also a part of real history.  The story of Jonah is not some fiction.  This means that Jonah’s warning about the Lord destroying the city in a few days was also real.  In addition the salvation of thousands of people in that city was also real.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “After the queen comes a second example: the Ninevites (the wording exactly matches Mt 12:41).  A Gentile response contrasts with Jewish rejection.  The remarks parallel the previous example, except the point of comparison here is repentance at a preached message.  Jesus is greater than Jonah or, more precisely, given the repetition of the neuter pleion, His message is greater.  Two groups of Gentiles have been wiser than this Israelite generation.  History does not speak kindly of rejecting God’s messengers.  Neither will the final judgment.  Here is a warning to heed Jesus’ message and respond to him.  Jesus again uses Israel’s history to rebuke its potential rejection.”


b.  “The important thing about these illustrations is that they involved Gentiles.  When Jonah preached to the Gentiles in Nineveh, they repented and were spared.  When a Gentile queen heard Solomon’s wisdom, she marveled and believed.  If, with all their privileges, the Jews did not repent, then the people of Nineveh and the Queen of Sheba would bear witness against them in the last judgment.”


c.  “The point is clear: the generation that was listening to Jesus’ words did not have as much faith as some Gentiles who listened to the words of God in previous eras.  Therefore even Gentiles will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it.  Jesus affirmed that something (neuter) greater than Solomon and greater than Jonah was present.  That something was the kingdom of God, present in the person of Jesus.  Thus the people should listen and believe without a sign.”


d.  “Both the queen of Sheba and the people of Nineveh, Jesus says, will participate in the resurrection and in eschatological judgment, where their status as the people of God will be manifested in their judgment of the recalcitrant [disobedient] Israel.”


e.  “This text indicates that believers will be used to give evidence against unregenerate men in that final judgment.  This is how the believers will be avenged.”


f.  “The people of Nineveh responded to the preaching of Jonah, and yet the Jews failed to respond to the teaching of Jesus.”


g.  “Jonah’s preaching was simple and to the point, and the Ninevites, despite their untaught Gentile consciences, responded. Jesus’ preaching too was plain and was laced with unmatched eloquence besides—yet the learned scribes and Pharisees did not repent.  Oh, the accusations the Ninevites will bring against these people!”


h.  “Both sayings [verse 31-32] contrast the appeal of the word of God to Gentiles in OT times with the failure of Jesus’ contemporaries to respond to the clearer revelation given by Him.”
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