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

 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle with the negative MĒ of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: the one who is not.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person described produces the state of not being something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “with Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “against Me.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person described produces the state of being against Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“The one who is not with Me is against Me;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle with the negative MĒ of the verb SUNAGW, meaning “to gather: the one who does not gather.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is not occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that the person described produces the action of not gathering.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “with Me” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SKORPIZW, which means “to scatter.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present, which describes the current action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person described produces the action of scattering.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the one who does not gather with Me, scatters.”
Lk 11:23 corrected translation
“The one who is not with Me is against Me; and the one who does not gather with Me, scatters.”
Mt 12:30, “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”
Explanation:
1.  “The one who is not with Me is against Me;”

a.  The Lord continues with a direct warning to the scribes and Pharisees.  These words aren’t intended for those who believe in Jesus, but for those who do not believe in Him and oppose Him.  “The one who is not with” Jesus includes Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers—especially the scribes and Pharisees, who have accused Jesus of being in league with the devil.


b.  Jesus now openly tells the scribes and Pharisees that they oppose Him, and by so doing the implication is that they support Satan, since Jesus has just logically proven that He cannot cast out demons and be on Satan’s side in the angelic conflict.  If Jesus opposes Satan, which is proved by His casting out of demons, then those who oppose Him must be in league with or on the same team as Satan.  Thus Jesus is telling the scribes and Pharisees that they are the ones supporting Satan by opposing Jesus.


c.  If you are against the Lord Jesus Christ, then you are on the side of Satan, whether you realize it or not.  This is an either/or situation.  There is no middle ground in the angelic conflict.  You either believe in Christ or you don’t.  You are either grateful for the love of God or you are not.  You are either thankful for what Jesus did for you on the Cross or you don’t care.  You can’t have it both ways.  You cannot support the Son of God and Satan at the same time.  You have to pick which side you are on.

2.  “and the one who does not gather with Me, scatters.”

a.  This statement is also directed at the scribes and Pharisees.  Because they do not believe that Jesus is the Messiah, they tell everyone not to believe in Him.  That scatters the flock of sheep rather than gathering them together to their Shepherd.  The person who does not gather the sheep with Christ is someone who is opposed to Him and fighting against Him.


b.  Satan is the chief antagonist of Christ and makes it his objective to scatter the sheep.  His demons work to possess unbelievers, which aids in this process of scattering the sheep.  Along with Satan and the demons, the religious leaders of Israel were doing everything they could to keep people from believing in Jesus.  They were trying to prevent people from believing in Him and joining the flock of believers.  Their objective was to scatter the flock and destroy.  All we have to do is look at the persecution of believers by Saul of Tarsus to see the scattering of the flock of God, which was also designed to intimidate unbelieving Jews to remain as unbelievers, so they would not be included in the persecution.


c.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Mt 26:31, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.”’”


(2)  Jn 11:51-52, “Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.”



(3)  Acts 8:1, “Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death.  And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”



(4)  Jn 10:12, “He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.”



(5)  Jer 23:1-2, “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” declares the Lord.  Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel concerning the shepherds who are tending My people: ‘You have scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended to them; behold, I am about to attend to you for the evil of your deeds,’ declares the Lord.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “To not consciously join Jesus is to be against Him.  When it comes to deciding about Jesus, there is no neutral ground.  A war is going on, and one must choose sides.  There are no Switzerlands [a nation that tries to remain neutral] in this war.  The one who does not gather with Jesus, who does not participate in His ministry and mission, ends up being the cause of division.  Such a holdout scatters in contrast to joining those who gather.  Rather than helping to bring in the harvest, the harvest is lost in their hands.  To reject Jesus—or even to fail to decide about Him—influences not only the individual, but others as well.  In the NT, the figure of the Great Shepherd applies to Jesus, and the image of shepherding the flock is strictly a leadership figure.  Thus, a harvest image, which is more mission focused and applies universally, is more likely, though Jesus’ ability to mix the images makes certainty about the figure impossible.  The point of the figure is clear: people either follow Jesus and join with Him in bringing others into the kingdom or they stand against Him and influence other people not to come in.  The question is, in the battle, will they help to gather or scatter the harvest?”


b.  “It is impossible to be neutral in this spiritual war; for neutrality means standing against Him.  There are two spiritual forces at work in the world, and we must choose between them.  Satan is scattering and destroying, but Jesus Christ is gathering and building.  We must make a choice, and if we choose to make no choice, we are really choosing against Him.”


c.  “Jesus stated that it was impossible to be neutral in the battle between Christ and Satan.  The people who were watching had to make up their minds.  If they thought Jesus was casting out demons by the power of Satan, then they were actively against Him.”


d.  “Because Jesus’ ministry is the focal point of the clash between God’s project of salvation and satanic opposition, it is imperative, even urgent, that people align themselves for battle.  Jesus’ audience is first charged to declare their loyalties in the battle.  The initial image is militaristic, the second is agricultural, pointing to the gathering of God’s people.  The side on which one chooses to engage the struggle is fundamentally determined by how one responds to Jesus.”


e.  “Others in the crowd (decent people that they were) were certainly against spiritual oppression and demon possession.  Nevertheless, they felt no need to openly align their lives with Christ.  They wanted to remain neutral, perhaps until some cosmic sign convinced them to believe.  But Jesus did not grant them that luxury.  If you are not for Jesus, you are against Him.  Given the massive claims of Jesus, neutrality is a self-deceiving ruse.  His claims are so great that protestations of neutrality are in fact declarations of disbelief.  Further, no one’s life is neutral in its effects.  If you are not part of the gathering process, your life is destructive, no matter how many philanthropies you claim.  Spiritual realities have not changed: Every man, every woman, is either for Christ or against Him.”


f.  “Compare the statement in this verse with its opposite in Lk 9:50.  In Lk 9:50 Jesus was speaking of a man who was unconsciously co-operative with Him, while in this verse He was speaking of those who were consciously opposed to Him.”


g.  “In the war against Satan every man who does not side with Jesus is against Him and for Satan.  Lk 9:50 and Mk 9:40 agree with this; for to do a miracle or a kind deed ‘in Jesus’ name’ is neither neutral nor hostile to Jesus.”
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