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

 is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “When,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “a strong man.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular perfect middle participle of the verb KATHOPLIZW, which means “to fully arm oneself” with armor and weapons.


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The middle voice is an indirect middle which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the strong man in producing the action of arming himself.


The participle is substantival, being used as an adjective, and modifies the adjective ISCHUROS.  Thus as an adjective we should translate this “a fully armed strong man” or “when a strong man has fully armed himself.”

Next we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PHULASSW, which means “to guard.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for a hypothetical action that is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the fully armed strong man is producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses that are introduced by temporal conjunctions such as HOTAN.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AULĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “his own farm, house, or palace.”

“When a fully armed strong man guards his own house,”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “in/at peace; out of danger.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be; to exist: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the man’s possessions produce the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural articular present active participle of the verb HUPARCHW, which means “what belongs to someone, someone’s property, possessions Lk 8:3; 12:15; Ac 4:32; Mt 19:21; 24:47; 25:14; Lk 11:21; 12:33, 44; 14:33; 16:1; 19:8; 1 Cor 13:3; Heb 10:34.”
  The participle is substantival, being used as a noun.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his.”
“his possessions are at peace.”
Lk 11:B1 Corrected translation
“When a fully armed strong man guards his own house, his possessions are at peace.”
Mk 3:27, “But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.”

Mt 12:29, “Or how can anyone enter the strong man’s house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.”
Explanation:
1.  “When a fully armed strong man guards his own house,”

a.  Jesus continues answering His critics (the scribes and Pharisees) with an illustration from everyday life.  The illustration involves a Greek warrior dressed in all his battle gear, including his weapons of war.  We know this because the Greek verb KATHOPLIZW means “to fully arm oneself with armor and weapons.”  This is a picture of a Greek warrior ready for battle.


b.  This warrior is pictured as guarding his own house.  He is ready for any attack by a thief.  Satan is the warrior depicted here as being fully armed and guarding his own house or kingdom.

2.  “his possessions are at peace.”

a.  The warrior’s possessions refer to the valuables inside his house—his money, jewelry, clothes, furniture, etc.  These things are safe and secure (at peace) as long as the fully armed strong man stands guard over his house/kingdom.  “The wider use of EIRĒNĒ in the sense of security may be seen in Lk 11:21.”


b.  By analogy the possessions of Satan are the people of this world.  They are the things most valuable to him.  He could care less about the material things of this world.  More than anything else, Satan needs people to follow him and ignore God, so he can continue to use them as witnesses on his behalf in his appeal trial.


c.  As long as the stronger man (see the next verse), the Lord Jesus Christ, does not defeat Satan and break into his kingdom with a greater kingdom, then Satan’s kingdom is at peace.  However, the Greater Warrior, the King of kings, is already defeating and disarming ‘the fully armed’ warrior (Satan) and establishing a new and greater spiritual kingdom.  Satan’s possessions (people) are becoming the spoils of victory for the Lord Jesus Christ as they believe in Him.


d.  Satan’s kingdom/house was secure and at peace until the first advent of Christ.  But once Satan began to be defeated with the testing of Jesus in the wilderness, the kingdom of Satan began to unravel.  With the casting out of demons, the house of Satan is being taken apart brick by brick.  And with the spiritual victory of the Cross, the resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ, the fully armed warrior will be completely disarmed.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus illustrates His point with a picture of war.  His battle with Satan is a cosmic struggle, so the image fits.  A man, strong and fully armed, made preparations to defend His home.  As such, his possessions may be characterized as ‘at peace’.  In this context, Satan is the strong man whose home is secure, and Jesus is the stronger man who overruns him.  Only Luke introduces Jesus’ illustration.”


b.  “Jesus pictured Satan as a strong man in armor, guarding his palace and his goods.”


c.  “Jesus’ parable of the strong man and the stronger man has been variously interpreted.  In view of the context the strong man refers to Satan, and the stronger man to Christ Himself.  When it was that Christ attacked and overpowered Satan is not stated by Luke.”


d.  “The point of Jesus’ story is not concerned with defeat of Satan—which is not currently in view and, in any case, has not yet occurred.  At issue is Jesus’ practice of exorcism.  The strong man—that is, Satan, represented by one of his demonic agents—guards his mansion and property—that is, the person demonized; Jesus, operating with divine power, is the one who is stronger still; he attacks not the castle but the strong man [the demon], with the result that His conquest frees the castle and returns the property to the human being who had suffered under diabolic rule.  This imagery allows for the portrayal of the stronger man, Jesus, as the benefactor whose offensive maneuvers bring about human liberation.”


e.  “The strong man, the well-armed lord, is Satan. His possessions are people such as the poor mute man.  The stronger man who attacks is Jesus. Conclusion: the very fact that Christ had delivered the mute man from Satan’s clutches was evidence that he was not on Satan’s side.  Rather, he was and is the devil’s super-powerful enemy.  Jesus defeated Satan in order to deliver the man.”
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