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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all; everyone.”  Then we have the appositional nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb AITEW, which means “to ask.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a universal fact.


The active voice indicates that “all who” produce the action of asking.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The present tense is a customary present for what typically or normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that everyone who asks produces the action of receiving.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For everyone who asks, receives;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek; he who seeks.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous participle.  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous indicative verb.

“and he who seeks, finds;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb KROUW, which means “to knock.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “to the one who.”


The present tense is descriptive/customary/iterative present, which describes a normal, typical, repeated action.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of knocking in prayer.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to be opened.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the door will receive the action of being opened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and to him who knocks, it will be opened.”
Lk 11:10 corrected translation
“For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.”
Mt 7:8, “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”

Explanation:
1.  “For everyone who asks, receives;”

a.  The Lord continues with an explanation to His disciples about what He has just promised.  He has told the disciples to ask.  Now He explains that everyone who asks, receives.  The question is what do we receive?


b.  We receive an answer to our prayer.  Sometimes the answer is getting that for which we ask.  Sometimes the answer is ‘No’ to our prayer, because that for which we ask is not the best thing for us.  Sometimes the answer is “Wait, the timing for what you want is not quite right.”  We may not like the answer we get, but we do get an answer to all our prayers, whether we realize it or not.


c.  Jesus’ point is that God the Father does not ignore our requests.  He is very much interested in what we ask for, how we ask, why we ask, when we ask, and if we trust Him in the process of asking.  For example: let’s say you need a new car, because the engine blew up on your old car.  You ask God for help in picking the right car that is best for you.  You decide you want a Ford (bad choice: Fix Or Repair Daily: F.O.R.D.) with all the bells and whistles, but in the end you can’t qualify for the financing for it.  Instead you have to settle for a used VW with nothing on it.  That VW lasts you 300,000 miles and never has a problem.  The Ford ended up with so many recalls that they discontinued making that ‘lemon’.  God answered your prayer, but not the way you expected it to turn out.


d.  God does whatever is in our best interest because He knows the end from the beginning and we live can only live in the here and now.  So He provides for us what is best for us both now and in the future.  I have frequently asked God to make the right choice for me, simply because Father Knows Best.

2.  “and he who seeks, finds;”

a.  The Lord then explains the rationale for the second promise—the believer who seeks for answers from God will receive those answers.  Most of our answers to the questions we have can be found in the word of God.  If we seek for those answers in God’s word, God promises that we will find the answers to our questions.  Of course there are some questions that cannot be answered—like how many stars exist in the universe, but the more important questions in life are answered in the word of God, like: ‘What must I do to be saved?


b.  We are told to seek righteousness, which means to seek what the right thing is to do in life.  We find those answers in the word of God.  So if we seek for the will of God in the word of God, we will find the answers to the most important questions in life—what is the will of God for our life?

3.  “and to him who knocks, it will be opened.”

a.  The Lord continues by explaining the third promise.  Like the other two explanations, the door to the will, life, and plan of God will be opened to any believer who seeks entrance.


b.  The door can represent several things.  For example, it can represent entrance into the kingdom of God, which is gained by faith alone in Christ alone.  Jesus gave this example, when He said, “I am the door; by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall find pasture.” (Jn 10:9)  The door can also represent the spiritual life of the Church.  Any believer can open the door to the spiritual life by opening the word of God and learning from it.  The door can represent the plan of God.  Any believer who seeks entrance into and life in the plan of God can gain it by simply asking God.  “For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’” Jer 29:11.


c.  In all three of these explanations you will notice the implied demand on the volition of the believer.  Our volition is involved in asking, seeking, and knocking.  If we don’t ask, seek, or knock, then is God required to act on our behalf?  Not according to Jam 4:2c, “you do not have, because you do not ask.”  God wants to help us, and often does without us even asking, but He prefers that we ask, seek, and knock, so Satan can see over and over again that He is a God of love who cares for those He has created.  All our asking, seeking, and knocking and all God’s answers resolve the angelic conflict and prove Satan wrong in his slander that God is not a God of love, because He has condemned Satan to an eternal lake of fire.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The threefold image is reinforced by the assurance of a response to all who ask, seek, and knock.  These prayerful disciples receive, find, and have the door opened for them.  The explanation offers reassurance to the command.  One is to ask with the expectation that God will respond.  To put it another way, one is to ask with faith in God’s desire to respond appropriately.  The passage matches Mt 7:8 verbally if one reads the last verb as future tense.”


b.  “As we pray, God will either answer or show us why He cannot answer.  Then it is up to us to do whatever is necessary in our lives so that the Father can trust us with the answer.”


c.  “This teaches that believers may ask God without hesitation or shame for what they want.  He is a loving Father who wishes to demonstrate that love to His children, who, in recognition of His love, are free to come to Him with any request, confident that He will not be offended and confident that He will not shame them.”


d.  “It may be best to see in this verse an assertion of the certainty of Gods’ willingness to respond.”
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