John 1:1
Luke 10:7



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; Now.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun, plus the feminine singular noun OIKIA, meaning “in that house.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative of the verb MENW, which means “to remain; to stay.”


The present tense is a durative present, which regards to action as continuing in the present.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a mild command.

“Then stay in that house,”
 is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle of the verbs ESTHIW and PINW with an additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “to eat and to drink: eating and drinking.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is reasonably expected to occur during that stay in that house.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things.”  This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of origin from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from them.”

“eating and drinking the things from them;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ERGATĒS, meaning “the worker; the laborer.”  There is no verb, but because we have the nominative subject and predicate nominative without a verb, this indicates the deliberate omission (ellipsis) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  Then we have the ‘genitive object’ after certain adjectives and adverbs, such as AXIOS.
  Here we have the genitive masculine singular article and noun MISTHOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of his wages/pay.”

“for the laborer [is] worthy of his wages.”
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb METABAINW, which means “to go from.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is not to be done for the duration of one’s stay in a city.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular noun OIKIA, meaning “from house.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun OIKIA, meaning “to house.”

“Do not go from house to house.”
Lk 10:7 corrected translation
“Then stay in that house, eating and drinking the things from them; for the laborer [is] worthy of his wages.  Do not go from house to house.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then stay in that house, eating and drinking the things from them;”

a.  Jesus continues His instructions to the seventy disciple-missionaries by telling them they are to stay in the house where their blessing is received and remains on the head of the house, who invited them in and believed in their message.


b.  The phrase eating and drinking refers to the hospitality of the head of the house, who has welcomed or received them.  The phrase “the things from them” refers to whatever is offered as food.  This was a critical statement because they were not to reject any food offered to them, since this would offend the head of the house.  The dietary laws of Israel no longer applied in this situation.  Paul would later teach the same principle in 1 Cor 8:8, “Yet food will never bring us close to God.  Neither if we do not eat do we lack an advantage nor if we eat do we have an advantage.”


c.  For example, let’s say that the head of the house was not an orthodox Jew and loved bacon, lettuce, and tomato sandwiches, and BLTs were served for dinner.  The disciples are not to reject the dinner because of the bacon (pork) and thus offend the host.  The disciples are to eat whatever is provided according to the principle of Rom 14:20-21, “Because of food do not tear down the work of God.  To be sure all [foods] are clean, but evil to the man who by eating gives offense.  [It is] better not to eat meat nor to drink wine, nor [do anything else] by which your brother is offended.”

2.  “for the laborer [is] worthy of his wages.”

a.  The Lord then gives the reason why the disciples are to accept the hospitality of their host—they are worthy of being supported financially (and it cost money for this food).  Remember that the cost of food was much greater in that day than it is in our day with our modern methods of mass production of and preservation of foods.


b.  The “laborer” here refers to anyone who works in service for the Lord.  It includes pastors, evangelists, missionaries, seminary professors, church secretaries, and those working for Christian service organizations.  Those who work in jobs for the church are worthy of being paid by those who receive the spiritual benefits from their service.  Paul teaches the same thing in 1 Tim 5:17-18, “Those elders having ruled well in the past with the result that they keep ruling honorably must be considered worthy of double honor [respect and compensation], most of all those who work hard in the Word; that is, the teaching.  For the Scripture says, ‘You will not muzzle the ox, while he is threshing,’ also, ‘The laborer [is] worthy of his wages’.”

c.  There are two great distortions of this principle practiced in Christianity today:



(1)  Some denominations compensate their pastors so poorly that they have to work on the side to support their families.  If the church cannot or will not support the pastor properly, then the church should close its doors and suffer the consequences of their negative volition to the teaching of the word of God.



(2)  Some independent pastors are so greedy that they milk their congregations for every dime they can get, in order to live a lifestyle of ostentatious luxury.  For example, the pastor in Georgia who wanted his congregation to give enough money so he could buy a private jet aircraft for $65,000,000.


d.  The Christian worker is worthy of a normal day’s pay, which should be based upon what people on average make as a daily wage.  Their pay should not be paid according to race, gender, or job title—the janitor works just as hard as the pastor (one with his hands, the other with his mind).

3.  “Do not go from house to house.”

a.  The Lord then adds an injunction or mild command that these disciples are not to house hop, going from one house to the next to get better service or living accommodations.  This situation assumes the disciples are staying in the same city and being offered different kinds of accommodations by different men in that city.


b.  The idea here is that the disciples are welcomed into a believer’s home, but this man is poor and can barely provide for everyone adequately.  Another believer comes along and offers better accommodations for these evangelists.  They are expected to turn the better offer down and stay where they are.  Thus they do not offend the poorer believer and also do not set up a situation of making one believer superior to another believer because of what they can provide.  There is to be no inordinate competition in Christianity.


c.  The principle is that we are not to hurt the feelings of other Christians because of what they cannot provide.  We are to be grateful and thankful for whatever is provided, being content in whatever circumstances we find ourselves.



(1)  Heb 13:5, “Your character [conduct, way of life][must be] free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.’”



(2)  Phil 4:11-12, “Not because I am speaking with reference to poverty, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I have come to know how both to live in a state of poverty and I have come to know how to live in prosperity; in everything and in all circumstances I have been initiated in both how to be well fed and how to be hungry, both how to have an abundance and how to go without.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Here the wage is room and board (Mt10:10, ‘for the worker is worthy of his support.’)”


b.  “Jesus next notes the disciples’ conduct and provisions: they are to stay in one house and accept whatever is provided for them.  The expression about workers being worthy of their wages is common in the NT (Mt 10:10; 1 Tim 5:18; 1 Cor 9:14).  The spiritual benefit the worker brings with the kingdom message is worthy of support.  In this context, the wage is the hospitality of food and shelter (1 Cor 9:12 makes a similar point).  Luke’s saying states positively what the OT and Jewish tradition state negatively (Lev 19:13; Dt 24:14–15; Mal 3:5).  In the OT the stress is on the crime of withholding a wage from one who has labored.  Payment often was made daily in this cultural setting.  The action contrasts with Cynic philosophers who begged for money.  In contrast, the messengers are to have their needs met in homes of peace.  The parallel in Mt 10:10b is placed in the midst of the mission by the Twelve.”


c.  “The 72 were supported by those who accepted their message.  Through hospitality people would show whether or not they believed the message of the kingdom.”
  The last statement is true, but not the principle of this verse.

d.  “There was no fundraising, nor were collections received for the support of the missionary.  While hospitality might be accepted from those who received the gospel, Paul at times refused even this support (1 Cor 9:3–18).”


e.  “According to the rabbinic literature, scribes were expected to have a practical vocation by which to support themselves.  They were not allowed to earn their living by their scholarship.  According to Matthew the message of the Kingdom is to be given ‘without pay’ (Mt 10:8), although the missionary is to receive his ‘food’ for his labor (Mt 10:10; in Lk 10:7 this is broadened to ‘wages’).  Paul, who was himself a scribe, earned his keep by tent-making rather than by his preaching, even though he defended the right of missionaries to earn their living from the gospel (1 Cor 9:3–14; cf. 1 Tim 5:18).”


f.  “These men had specific instructions not to socialize: ‘greet nobody’; ‘do not move from house to house’.  Clearly, they had a job to do and a limited time in which to do it; Jesus was saying that the urgency of their assignment could not be compromised by socializing or enjoying life—they could not even be choosy about their food.”


g.  “Jesus wanted his disciples to be messengers, not beggars.  They were not to wander about, looking for the most comfortable quarters and the most congenial company.”


h.  “The thing that Jesus forbids is that they keep going from house to house, hunting out the best quarters, casting reproach on their Lord and His message.”
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