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

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if, and it may or may not happen.”  Then we have the adverb of place EKEI, which means “there,” followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a possible fact.


The active voice indicates that the man of peace produces the state of being there.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is used in indefinite clauses introduced by EAN to indicate probability or possibility.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun HUIOS and the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “a man of peace.”

“And if a man of peace is there,”
 is the third person singular future deponent passive indicative from the verb EPANAPAUOMAI, which means “to rest on.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (your peace) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on him.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your peace.”

“your peace will rest on him;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the conditional particle EI, meaning “if” plus the negative MĒ, meaning “not.”  Then we have the particle GE, this entire construction (EI DE MĒ GE) forming an idiom that means “otherwise Mt 6:1; Lk 10:6.”
  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “on you.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ANAKAMPTW, which means “to return.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that your peace will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“otherwise, it will return on you.”
Lk 10:6 corrected translation
“And if a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; otherwise, it will return on you.”
Explanation:
1.  “And if a man of peace is there,”

a.  Jesus continues His instructions to the seventy disciple-missionaries with a condition regarding the kind of person, who invites them into his home.  The person might be a man of peace or he might not be.  For example, a person who is not a man of peace, might invite the pair of disciples into his home for nefarious reasons.  He might be a Zealot plotting against the Roman government.  Or he might be a Herodian, scribe, or have sympathies with the Pharisees that oppose Jesus.  The person inviting might be a wolf in sheep’s clothing.


b.  The ‘man of peace’ is a person who has heard the message of the gospel and believed that God is offering reconciliation, which the man has accepted by believing in Jesus.  This man has been reconciled to God and is at peace with God.  He is a believer.

2.  “your peace will rest on him;”

a.  The peace that belongs to the disciples is the peace, harmony, reconciliation that God offers to anyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ.  God gives this peace or harmony with God to the believer at the moment of salvation and it rests on him forever.


b.  When a person believes in Christ, God’s reconciliation to Himself rests on that believer and never returns to the missionary or evangelist offering it.  It is a gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.


c.  The peace belonging to the evangelist/missionary is God’s peace, which they offer to every person as a part of the gospel message.  It is not the missionary-disciples own personal blessing that is offered to the head of the household, but God’s blessing of peace through faith in Christ.

3.  “otherwise, it will return on you.”

a.  So, if the person inviting the disciples into his home is a believer, God’s blessing through them as His agents, will remain on the head of that household.


b.  But if the head of that household does not believe in Jesus, then God’s blessing of peace or offer of reconciliation will return to the disciples making the offer.  God cannot give a blessing of harmony, peace or reconciliation to man, if a man will not believe in Jesus as the Christ, because the offer of reconciliation comes through the Man Christ Jesus, who provides that peace with God through His work of reconciliation on the Cross.


c.  We cannot be reconciled to God the Father without the payment for our sins being made by God the Son on the Cross.  He paid the price for our sinfulness by being judged for our sins in our place.  Therefore, we are reconciled to God the Father because of our faith or belief in what God the Son has done for us on the Cross.


d.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Rom 5:10, “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by means of the death of His Son, and we were, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be delivered by means of His life.”



(2)  2 Cor 5:18-20, “Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ and has given us the service of reconciliation, since God certainly kept on being in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing to them their sins, and yet having established by us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ.  Because God is appealing through us, we ask on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”



(3)  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled [you] in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you holy both blameless [no personal sin] and irreproachable [no old sin nature and Adam’s original sin] before Him.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The peace in that case will bend back with blessing upon the one who spoke it.”
  This says nothing.


b.  “This benediction is no trivial matter.  It is the beseeching of God’s favor for someone.  As such, its benefit depends on the person’s response.  If one is a ‘son of peace’, that is, a child of the kingdom who responds to the disciples’ offer of peace with reception and hospitality, then God fulfills the promise and resides there.  [God does much more than reside there.  Reconciliation is far more important than residence.]   If the greeting is refused, then the benefit is lost.  The disciples’ mission is likewise no trivial matter.  Blessing or lack of it lies in their message.  The peace offered is so real that it can be said to rest on a house or return to the one who offers blessing!  The offer is not merely present for a moment; it resides with the person into the future (Marshall 1978: 420).  Mt 10:13 is conceptually similar: the disciple’s peace comes on a worthy house; for an unworthy house, the peace returns to the disciple.  Power and authority exist in Jesus’ directly commissioned messengers, since they convey the message of God’s peace.”
  The gospel is the message of God’s peace.  And God’s peace is His willingness to let man be reconciled to Himself through the work of His Son.


c.  “Peace is portrayed not merely as something one might wish for another, but as an entity that can be transmitted and possessed or returned.  Inasmuch as peace is the gift of Yahweh, the nature of Jesus’ directive is to identify these sent ones as persons capable of extending the peace that is God’s to others.”


d.  “The saying does not refer to finding a house in which there are already disciples, but to offering salvation to those who are willing to receive it, as Matthew’s use of ‘worthy’ indicates.  Such a person will receive the blessing offered to him.  The idea is not that the disciples get the blessing instead, but simply that the intended recipient forfeits it.”


e.  “Jesus speaks of this peace as being something objective, because you bring it.  It cannot stay where it is not desired; hence, it will return to you like an object that is refused and handed back to the givers for them to take elsewhere.  All this could not happen in the case of a mere polite greeting.”
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