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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the dative of possession from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HODE, meaning “to this one.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the state of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ADELPHĒ, meaning “a sister.”  Literally this says “And there was a sister belonging to this one,” which we have to convert into proper English grammar as “And this one had a sister.”  The verb “had” translates the dative of possession (‘there was to this one’) in the Greek.  Then we have the nominative feminine singular present passive participle of the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”


The present tense is a static present for a state of being that perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that Mary received the action of being called by her name.


The participle is circumstantial or adjectival.

Then we have the nominative of appellation from the feminine singular proper noun MARIA, transliterated incorrectly as “Mary.”

“And this one had a sister called Mary;”
 the relative pronoun HĒ is not found in two early 3rd century papyrus manuscripts as well as the original hand of Codex Sinaiticus and the corrector of Codex B; it is found in the editor of Sinaiticus and the original of Codex B.  This indicates that it is most likely a scribal addition and not part of the original text.  It was added to ‘improve’ the grammar.  This is followed by the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Then we have the nominative feminine singular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb PARAKATHEZOMAI, which means “to sit beside; to take one’s seat beside/at.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Mary) having produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after taking her seat at.”

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural noun POUS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “at the feet of the Lord.”

“and after taking her seat at the feet of the Lord,”
 is the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to listen to.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “she kept on listening.”


The active voice indicates that Mary was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His message.”

“she kept on listening to His message.”
Lk 10:39 corrected translation
“And this one had a sister called Mary; and after taking her seat at the feet of the Lord, she kept on listening to His message.”
Explanation:
1.  “And this one had a sister called Mary;”

a.  Luke continues to set the scene in the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary by introducing us to Martha’s sister, Mary.  The subject “this one” refers back to Martha, mentioned in the previous verse.


b.  This Mary is one of several Mary’s mentioned in the New Testament.  It was a very common name, which comes from the Hebrew name MIRIAM, which possibly means “fat one.”



(1)  Mary the mother of Jesus.



(2)  Mary Magdalene.



(3)  the ‘other’ Mary, mother of James and Joses Mt 27:56, 61; 28:1; Mk 15:40, 47; 16:1; Lk 24:10.


(4)  the other Mary may be identical with Mary, the wife of Clopas Jn 19:25.



(5)  Mary the mother of John Mark, owner of a house in Jerusalem (οἰκία τῆς Μαρίας), who placed it at the disposal of Christians for meetings Acts 12:12.


(6)  an otherwise unknown Christian, probably of Jewish descent named Mary, who is greeted in Rom 16:6.
2.  “and after taking her seat at the feet of the Lord,”

a.  Somewhere in the house (probably the room where the meal was to be served) Jesus sat down to rest and present the message of the gospel to these kind people, who had offered Him and His disciples such hospitality.  Martha and Mary had initially begun to prepare the meal.  While it was cooking, Martha remained in the kitchen to make sure everything turned out right for the meal.  In the meantime, Mary went into the dining room and sat down to listen to what Jesus had to say.


b.  The phrase at the feet of the Lord probably indicates that she was sitting right in front of Him and He sat and talked.  It is unlikely that they would all be in a reclining position with their feet away from the table before the meal was served, since that position would not be as comfortable as sitting cross legged.  If this were the case, then Mary would have been sitting behind Jesus as He reclined at the dinner table.


c.  Regardless of the position of the Lord as He spoke, the point is that Mary was as close to Him as she could get so as to not miss a word spoken by Him.  She was completely absorbed in every word that came from the mouth of Jesus.  Her positive volition to what He had to say was obvious.

3.  “she kept on listening to His message.”

a.  This is the most important statement in this verse and the point Luke most wants to make for his readers—this Jewish woman ‘kept on listening to the Lord’s message’.  She didn’t drift off into daydreaming; she didn’t take a nap; she didn’t look down at her cell phone (oops, modern application there); she wasn’t distracted by anyone else. Jesus had her full attention and focus.


b.  The message Jesus was presenting was the message of the gospel.  It was the message He always presented to everyone; for it was the most important message that He had for mankind.  Mary listened and believed; we see this in our Lord’s statement in verse 42.


c.  The application for us is obvious—we are to keep on listening to the presentation of the gospel, the teaching of the word of God, and then act upon what we hear and understand.



(1)  2 Pet 3:18a, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



(2)  2 Pet 1:19-21, “And so we have a more reliable prophetic declaration, with reference to which [declaration] you do well by paying attention as a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts, having come to know this above all that all prophecy of Scripture does not originate from one’s own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever made by the will of man, but men, after being guided by the Holy Spirit, communicated from God.”



(3)  2 Tim 3:16-17, “All Scripture [is] God-breathed and beneficial for the purpose of teaching, for the purpose of rebuke, for the purpose of correction, for the purpose of training in righteousness, in order that the man of God may be capable [proficient], having been equipped for every good task [action].”



(4)  1 Cor 2:12-16, “Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking], but the spirit which [is] from God [the Holy Spirit], in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God, which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teachings from human wisdom, but by means of the teachings from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.  But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.  ‘For who has known the thinking of the Lord, so that he should instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ [the word of God].”



(5)  “He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  This statement is repeated seven times in Rev 2-3.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke introduces the key silent figure.  Martha’s sister, Mary, is sitting at Jesus’ feet listening to His teaching like a disciple.  That a woman has this position is somewhat unusual.  In fact, Mary took the initiative, as the reflexive ‘she sat herself beside’ indicates.  Jesus’ ministry breaks molds.  Those who are sensitive to Him recognize that He invites them to come to Him.  They sense that He will receive them, that He is ready to teach all types of people.  In the early church, women are noted for their service.  In addition, Mary continually listens to Jesus.  It is significant that Jesus is described here as ‘the Lord’.”
  It is significant that Jesus is described as ‘Lord’ wherever it is mentioned, not just here.

b.  “Mary of Bethany is seen three times in the Gospel record, and on each occasion, she is in the same place: at the feet of Jesus.  She sat at His feet and listened to His Word (Lk 10:39), fell at His feet and shared her woe (Jn 11:32), and came to His feet and poured out her worship (Jn 12:3).”


c.  “Mary is positioned at the Lord’s feet, signifying her submissiveness, particularly her status as a disciple (Acts 22:3).  Her discipleship is commended by her activity at His feet: she ‘listened to his word.’  For Luke, to listen to the word is to have joined the road of discipleship (Lk 6:47; 8:11, 21; 11:28)—in spite of the reality that, in this period, Jewish women were normally cast in the role of domestic performance in order to support the instruction of men rather than as persons who were themselves engaged in study.”


d.  “To sit at the feet of someone is to learn as a student from a master (Lk 8:35; 10:39; Acts 22:3).”


e.  “Mary’s posture and eagerness to absorb Jesus’ teaching at the expense of a more traditional womanly role would have shocked most Jewish men.”


f.  “The gospel record presents a picture of Mary drinking up every word that came from her Lord’s lips; she was utterly absorbed in what He was saying.”


g.  “Judaism did not forbid women to be instructed in the Torah, but it was unheard of for a rabbi to allow a woman to sit at his feet.  Later rabbinic tradition includes quotations such as: ‘the words of the Torah…should not be handed over to women’.  Clearly, Jesus rejected such unbiblical, regressive attitudes outright.  Mary’s posture expressed a desire to learn.  Here is the point that is so crucial to understanding what this story is all about: Mary was listening intently to the Word of God through the lips of Jesus.  She was an intense learner.  So often she is sentimentally portrayed in terms of her subjective adoration or her passionate worship of Jesus.  There is such awe with any disciple.  But the telling point is her rapt attention to the Word.  This is extraordinary to say the least!”


h.  “This natural, devoted, devout, complete attention to Jesus’ Word stands through all the ages of the Church as the true mark of discipleship.  To receive the doctrine of Jesus with a submissive heart is better than any work, labor, sacrifice, or suffering.”
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