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

 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “All things.”  Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to be delivered over; to be handed down; to be passed on; to transmit; to relate; to teach” as in knowledge passed on father to son.


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that all things received the action of being delivered over to the Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “by My Father.”

“All things have been delivered over to Me by My Father,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes a past action that continues in the present.  What was true then is true now.


The active voice indicates that no one produces the action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son produces the action of existing, being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  Next we have the conditional particle EI plus the negative MĒ, which together mean “except.”  Then we have the nominative subject (rearranging the word order shows us the dual subject: ‘no one except the Father knows’) from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”

“and no one knows who the Son is except the Father,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”  The morphology of this EIMI is the same as the previous one.  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  Next we have the conditional particle EI plus the negative MĒ, which together mean “except.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”

“and who the Father is except the Son,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle EAN (also spelled AN), meaning “to whomever.”  Next we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb BOULOMAI, which means “to will, want or desire.”


The present tense is tendential or customary present, which regards the present action as typical, normal and expected to occur, but not necessarily taking place yet.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Son) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN, indicates possibility or probability of the action taking place.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APOKALUPTW, which means “to reveal; to make known.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive used after verbs of willing, such as BOULOMAI, to complete their meaning.

There is no direct object in the Greek, but English grammar requires one to complete the thought.  Thus the addition of the object “[Him],” referring to the Father.

“and to whomever the Son desires to make [Him] known.’”
Lk 10:22 corrected translation

“All things have been delivered over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and to whomever the Son desires to make [Him] known.’”
Mt 11:27, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”
Mt 28:18, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”
Explanation:
1.  “All things have been delivered over to Me by My Father,”

a.  Jesus continues His speech to the seventy disciples, after their return from their successful missionary tour.  Jesus has just finished declaring His praise of God the Father for implementing such a wonderful plan of salvation.  Now He addresses the seventy disciples again.  The previous statement was addressed to the Father.  This statement is addressed to the disciples.


b.  The subject “all things” includes everything we can possibly think of and many more things we are totally unaware of now.  For example, the things we do know about now include:



(1)  Divine control of human history—Jesus Christ controls history.



(2)  The eternal security of all believers.



(3)  The blessing in time and eternity of all believers.



(4)  The judgment of all unbelievers at the end of human history.



(5)  Victory over Satan in the Gog-Magog revolution.



(6)  Rulership of all elect angels and elect humans forever.



(7)  The right and privilege of destroying the present universe and creating a new heaven and new earth.


c.  Again Jesus declares God the Father to be His Father, implying that He, Jesus, is the Son of God—a statement which the high priest will use as justification for seeking His death.


d.  A similar statement to this portion of this verse is found in Jesus’ statement in Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”  Compare also Jn 13:3, “[Jesus], knowing that the Father had given all things to Him into His hands, and that He had come from God and is going to God,”


e.  Paul makes a similar statement addressing this issue in 1 Cor 15:27-28, “Therefore He has subordinated all things under His feet.  But when He says, ‘All things are under subordination,’ [it is] clear that [this is] except the One who subordinated all things to Him.  And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son], in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all things.”

2.  “and no one knows who the Son is except the Father,”

a.  Jesus continues His statement, but switches subjects.  This subject deals with relationships.  The verb “to know” refers to more than casual acquaintance.  It refers to really knowing someone well, such as a family member, whom you have grown up with, lived with, and shared your life experiences with.  For example, I know who a lot of sports and TV personalities are, but I don’t really know them personally.  I know about them, but I don’t know them.


b.  Therefore, Jesus makes the declaration that no one really knows who the Son of God is except God the Father, who has always known God the Son since before the creation of the angels and the universe.  The members of the Trinity have known each other forever.


c.  Is Jesus saying that no one knows that He is the Messiah except the Father?  Probably not, since the Inner Circle of three disciples clearly know that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God, as revealed on the Mount of Transfiguration prior to this speech by Jesus.  In addition the long list of Old Testament saints knew who the Son is (Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Daniel, etc.)  And certainly Satan and the fallen angels as well as all elect angels know who the Son is.  Therefore the subject ‘no one’ should be confined to the wise and intellectuals of this world.  The wise and intelligent are the only people in the universe who really don’t know who the Son is.  All other created beings know who the Son is except those who think they are wise and intelligent in their own estimation.  What irony.

3.  “and who the Father is except the Son,”

a.  The other thing the ‘no ones’ don’t know is who the Father is.  All angels (elect and fallen) know who the Father is, so they must be excluded from this statement.  The following statement in this verse tells us that believers know who the Father is, because the Son has revealed the Father to them.


b.  That again leaves us with the unbelievers of human history as the only ones who do not know who the Father is.  In their self-proclaimed great wisdom, they know nothing about God the Father.


c.  What is the single most important thing that any creature must know about who and what God the Father is?  It is knowing the fact that God is love and that God loves them so much He gave His uniquely born Son to be their Savior.  The unbelievers of this world know nothing about the Father’s love for them, because the Father’s love for them is revealed to them by the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ both on and off the Cross.  And since they reject the Son, they reject the love of the Father.  And in rejecting the fact that the Father loves them as demonstrated by the love of the Son for them, they know nothing about the Father or the Son.


d.  Our Lord made similar statements about this issue:



(1)  Jn 12:44-45, “Then Jesus cried out and said, ‘He who believes in Me does not believe in Me but in the One who sent Me.  In fact He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me.”



(2)  Jn 14:7-11, “If you have known Me, you will also know My Father; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.’  Philip said to Him, ‘Lord, make known to us the Father, and it is enough for us.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been for so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, “Show us the Father”?  Do you not believe that I [am] in the Father, and the Father is in Me?  I am not speaking the words which I am saying to you on My own authority, but the Father dwelling in Me keeps on producing His works.  Have confidence in Me that I [am] in the Father and the Father [is] in Me; otherwise have confidence because of the works themselves.”



(3)  Jn 15:21, “But all these things they will do to you because of My person, because they do not know the One who sent Me.”



(4)  Jn 8:19, “Therefore they [Pharisees] were saying to Him, ‘Where is Your father?’  Jesus answered, ‘You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would also know My Father.’”

4.  “and to whomever the Son desires to make [Him] known.’”

a.  Who really knows God the Father?  God the Son and to whomever the Son desires to make Him known.  To whom does the Son desire to make known the Father?  Those who believe in the Son.  He who believes the Son believes the Father, and he who believes the Father should also believe the Son.  If we know who the Son really is, then we know who the Father really is.  Our Lord has revealed Himself and in so doing He has revealed the nature of the Father as well.


b.  In our Lord’s first advent He revealed His sovereignty over creation, His unconditional love of all creatures, His eternal life, His righteousness by never sinning, His justice in dealings with Jews, Gentiles, and Samaritans equally, His omnipotence in raising the dead, His omniscience in knowing the hearts of all men, His veracity in all that He said, and His immutability in His consistency in thought, word and deed.  The one characteristic of His deity that He could not demonstrate during His incarnation was His omnipresence.  All that Jesus demonstrated about Himself illustrated the Father as well.


c.  To whom did Jesus desire to make the Father known—to everyone in the world, since He is not willing that any should perish.  But the unbelievers of this world did not wish to know the Father.  The Lord can’t make the Father known to those who are unwilling to listen and learn.


d.  Rom 1:19-22, “Because what is capable of being known about God is evident [plainly visible] among them; for God has revealed [it] to them.  For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.  Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In Mt 11:27; Lk 10:22, the verb ‘to deliver over’ is used in relation to the authoritative position of Jesus as the Messiah or Son of God (cf. also 1 Cor 15:24).  The widespread view that ‘all things have been given to Me’ refers to ‘all secret knowledge’ is [wrong].  In ‘all things’ is not the slightest connection with knowledge.  Thus the following statement speaks of the mysterious authority (or nature) of the Son, not of His knowledge of God, and in verse 25–26 that which is hidden from the wise and prudent is this authority or nature of the Son, not His knowledge.”


b.  Here is a completely wrong interpretation of the verse based upon the statement just quoted above in subpoint a.: “In the NT, this verse is the first instance the divine revelation that is passed on: What is involved is (1) revelation, (2) the transmission of knowledge that is (3) total or universal, the sum total of revealed doctrine.”


c.  “Turning from the Father’s sovereign authority, Luke goes on to record one of his strongest christological statements.  Both the Father’s total authority and revelation [notice how this commentator combined the two opposing views in subpoints a. and b.] from Him are said to reside in the Son.  This type of activity is clearly divine in its character.  In addition, the term ‘son’ is mentioned three times, as is ‘father’.  The close collaboration between the two, as well as their relationship, reflects the heights to which Luke’s Christology extends.  This ‘co-regency’ [ruling together] emphasis will not reappear until the fateful last week of Jesus’ ministry (Lk 20:41–44; 22:69; also Acts 2:29–38).  The passage starts with a reference to the Son’s total authority, to His current rule with God.  Both the authority’s extent and timing are important.  The passage parallels Jesus’ remark in the commission passage of Mt 28:18.  Some imply that all of Jesus’ teaching is received from the Father.  Jesus’ rule is presented as absolute and as the product of the Father’s bestowal, an idea consistent with John’s presentation of Jesus doing only what the Father shows him (Jn 5:19–30).  Jesus describes His authority over salvation and revelation.  The second point is that knowledge of the Son is tied to the Father.  Jesus’ point is that the Father holds the key to knowing the Son and revealing him.  But the third point is most crucial.  Knowledge of the Father is left in the hands of the Son and is given to whomever the Son wishes to reveal it.  The Son and the Father have switched roles from the description of 10:21, so that the Son’s significant position is clear.  No one can really understand the Father or what God is about without listening to the Son and His revelation.  The point is not that Jesus’ message is incomprehensible, but that it will not be perceived and accepted as God’s message without the Son’s revelatory work.  This indeed is a strong description of the Son’s central, mediatorial role in salvation.  He functions like the Father.  Jesus’ role parallels that of Wisdom in the OT and Jewish texts, except what is said here is stated more emphatically than anything said of Wisdom (Job 28:25–28; Prov 8:22–30).  Wisdom is not said to know God or have anything handed to her.  She just participates with God.  Mt 11:27 closely parallels Luke’s wording.  Matthew’s word order and his choice of verb differ slightly from Luke.”


d.  “In this context the ‘all things’ that have been delivered to Him by the Father would naturally be understood to refer to the content of His teaching or revelation.  But the content of this teaching or revelation is not an abstract body of divinity; it is personal, it is God the Father Himself.  Jesus claims a unique personal knowledge of God, and this personal knowledge He undertakes to impart to others.  Unless it is imparted by Him, it is inaccessible.  He enjoys a special relation and fellowship with the Father, but that relation and fellowship is open to those who learn from Him.  As He calls God ‘Abba, Father,’ they may know Him and call Him by the same name.  All the other gifts which the Father has to bestow on His children come with this personal knowledge, which is mediated by Jesus.  It is clear that a reciprocity of personal knowledge between the Son of God and His Father is affirmed.  As none but the Father knows the Son, so none but the Son knows the Father, but the Son shares this knowledge with those whom He chooses, and in the present context that means His disciples.”


e.  “Verse 22 was another public claim that Jesus works in perfect cooperation and harmony with God; it is also a public announcement of God’s volition in the matter of salvation.”


f.  “Jesus is the source of revelation because only God knows God, here as Father and Son.  No father can know my sons as I do, because I am their father and I raised them under my roof.  And no man can know me as my sons do.  My father-son analogy reaches high but falls galaxies short of that to which it points—the eternal, mutual, exclusive intimacy of the Godhead.  Only God knows God, and this knowledge makes Him the sovereign, sole dispenser of revelation.

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being. (Hebrews 1:1–3)
The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.… No one has ever seen God, but God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. (Jn 1:14, 18)
What is God like?  Exactly as Jesus revealed Him.  Jesus is the sovereign dispenser of the knowledge of God the Father to ‘those to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.’  No one will see who God or Jesus is unless He reveals Him.  The Word of God radiates light, but it cannot be seen unless a person’s eye is opened by God [And it is opened by the Spirit’s ministry of common grace.  After being enlightened the unbeliever shuts their own eyes to the truth.]  This makes Jesus everything in salvation.”


g.  “Since establishing the kingdom involves power over all hostile forces on earth and in hell, nothing is left to be exempted from ‘all things’.  Earth, heaven, and hell; men, angels, and devils; time, death, and eternity; salvation and damnation; grace and judgment; life and death; truth, righteousness, glory, peace and joy, consolation and refreshing, rest and hope, deliverance from sin, victory in temptation, overcoming the world, communion with God, the life in God—all things have been delivered unto Him.”


h.  “The subject ‘all things’ can be understood in both senses [of the handing down of knowledge and of the handing down of power].  That ‘all power’ includes knowledge as well is probably the best solution of the problem, since it is difficult to take ‘all things’ by itself to mean ‘all knowledge’, and John’s parallel usage points in the direction of authority.  The clause must be understood in relation to what follows, and what follows refers to both the knowledge of the Son and His authority to reveal the Father.”
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