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 is the adversative conjunction PLĒN, which means “Nevertheless; Only; But.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in this.”  Next we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes an action that is reasonably expected to occur at once.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action right now.


The imperative mood with this negative is an imperative of prohibition.  It prohibits an action already in progress and can be translated by the word ‘stop’.

“Nevertheless stop rejoicing in this,”
 is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the spirits” and referring here to the demons.  Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you,” referring to the disciple/missionaries.  This is followed by the third person singular [neuter plural subjects take the verb in the singular
—a Greek idiom] present passive indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to be subject to someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now the situation.


The passive voice indicates that the demon spirits receive the action of being subject to the commands of the disciples.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“that the spirits are subject to you.”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Rather.”
  In spite of BDAG’s suggested ‘rather’ here, a more appropriate English word expressing contrast is “Instead,” which works perfectly in the context.  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice.”


The present tense is a customary/durative present, describing what is reasonably or typically expected to occur throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the epexegetical/explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your names.”  Next we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb EGGRAPHW, which means “to be enrolled; to be recorded; to be written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that ‘your names’ received the action of being recorded.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in heaven.”

“Instead rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.’”
Lk 10:20 corrected translation
“Nevertheless stop rejoicing in this, that the spirits are subject to you.  Instead rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Nevertheless stop rejoicing in this, that the spirits are subject to you,”

a.  Jesus continues His evaluation of the missionary success of the seventy disciples by contrasting their joyful attitude at their success over the evil spirits supporting Satan with what they should be rejoicing over.  The problem with rejoicing in their ability to subject demons to their will is that it quickly leads to gloating and arrogance.  The disciples should not be rejoicing over their ability to subjugate demons to their power and authority, but over God’s victory over Satan in the angelic conflict.  This is the concept of Jude 9, “But Michael, the angelic ruler, when he conversed with the devil, while disputing about the body of Moses, did not presume to pronounce a slanderous judgment, but said, ‘May the Lord rebuke you.’”


b.  Jesus clearly wants these disciples to stop rejoicing because they have power and authority over demons.  Their enemy, the devil, is still prowling around looking for someone to devour, and this rejoicing is not going to stop him from asking for permission to sift them like wheat.  The battle is not over, but the battle is still the Lord’s.  These disciples are in danger of becoming ‘full of themselves’, overconfident, and prepared for a fall.  They should be rejoicing in the protection of God the Father and the love of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The need to get their eyes back on God the Father and God the Son rather than on what they are now able to do with their new found power.

2.  “Instead rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.’”

a.  Instead of being focused on themselves and the defeated demons, these men should rejoice that their names are recorded in heaven.  This record in heaven is called the ‘Book of Life’, which is mentioned several times in the New Testament.



(1)  Phil 4:3, “Yes, I am asking even you, reliable co-worker [Luke], please help these women, who fought at my side in [spreading] the gospel, with both Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”



(2)  Rev 3:5, “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”



(3)  Rev 13:8, “In fact, all those who live on the earth will worship him, [everyone] whose name has not been written in the slaughtered Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the world.”



(4)  Rev 17:8, “The beast [the Revived Roman Empire] which you saw was and is not and is about to come up from the Abyss and will go to destruction.  In fact, the inhabitants on the earth, whose name has not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, will marvel, when they see the beast that was and is not and will come.”



(5)  Rev 20:15, “And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”



(6)  Rev 21:27, “In fact every impure thing; that is, he who practices abomination and lying, will never enter into it, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”



(7)  Heb 12:23, “that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven, and to the Judge, the God over all, and to the spirits of the righteous having been brought to perfection,”


b.  “The book containing the name of the righteous in heaven was a common image in Jewish literature (e.g., Jubilees; 1 Enoch), with ample Old Testament precedent (Ex 32:32; Isa 4:3; Dan 12:1; Mal 3:16; perhaps Ps 56:8; 139:16; Jer 17:3).”


c.  Every member of the human race, who is born and given soul life by God is enrolled in the book of life.  If that person dies, not having believed in Christ, their names are blotted out (erased) from the book of life.  At the beginning of human history all the names of every person who will ever live are written in the book of life (this is why their names are there ‘from the foundation of the world’).  At the end of human history only the names of those who have believed in Christ will remain in the book of life.  The names of all unbelievers will have been removed.


d.  Having your name in the book of life is a form of eternal security.  These believers should rejoice over the fact they have eternal life, eternal security, eternal salvation, and it is secure in heaven already for them.  Their focus should be on what God has done for them forever, not on what He has done for them temporarily on one missionary tour.


e.  The Lord did not want these believers to be shortsighted, but to see the big picture—their life with God forever.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The names of the children of God were written in the Book of Life from the beginning.”


b.  “That their names are written in heaven means that they are received by God Himself and belong to His kingdom of grace.  In the book of life stand the names of those who are destined for eternal life, Rev 3:5; cf. 13:8; 17:8.  Paul shares this view when in Phil 4:3 he speaks of those ‘whose names are in the book of life’, compare also Heb 12:23.  Christ promises to him who overcomes (Rev 3:5) that He will not blot out his name.”


c.  “This emphasis on power is not the one Jesus wants the disciples to have.  He wants them to focus on their gracious and secure standing before God.  There is a joy greater than their authority: their names are written in heaven.  The present imperative speaks of continual rejoicing (Plummer 1896: 280).  In everyday Greek EGGRAPHW referred to making a list in a public register or census.  The disciples’ names stand written in heaven, the census of life.  In Judaism, as in the NT, the book of life is a common image.  The book indicates that the disciples are personally known by God and that their eternal presence before Him is certain.  As such, this final word is one of comfort and encouragement, for in this context it means that the evil one’s power cannot remove their secure position before God.  Disciples can rejoice in this important truth.  While Satan is cast down from heaven, disciples are a part of the heavenly census.”


d.  “As wonderful as their miracles were, the greatest miracle of all is still the salvation of a lost soul.  The Greek word translated ‘written’ means ‘to inscribe formally and solemnly.’  It was used for the signing of a will, a marriage document, or a peace treaty, and also for the enrolling of a citizen.  The perfect tense in the Greek means ‘it stands written’.”


e.  “Jesus said the cause for their joy should not be what they could do in His name but in the fact that their names were written in heaven.  The personal relationship of a believer with God should be the cause of his joy.”


f.  “Verse 20 does not read the demons but the spirits are subject to you, thereby expanding the disciples’ understanding to include not only demons but all spiritual creation.  This is why 1 Cor 6:3 can say saints will judge (rule over) angels.  So one of the stupendous benefits of regeneration is that our eternal status as saints will be superior to that of God’s spiritual creation.”
  Though the theology is correct here, this is not the point of the context.  The ‘spirits’ are clearly evil spirits in this context and Mills has read into the text what he wants it to suggest, not what it says.

g.  “He was not saying they should not rejoice in spiritual power, but that there is a primary rejoicing, a rejoicing that takes precedence over it—namely, that their names were inscribed in God’s book in Heaven.”


h.  “The greatest cause for rejoicing is not the momentary victory over supernatural forces, but the eternal triumph of being enrolled among the citizens of heaven.”


i.  “Mt 7:22 shows that one may even prophesy, cast out devils, and do wonderful things and yet be lost.  It is not the exercise of some spiritual gift that saves but the fact that our names are written in the book of life.  Casting out ever so many devils does not insure our own escape from the devil.  This joy may lead to pride, to false notions of merit, and to other dangers to ourselves.  We are not to rejoice at all over our ability to conquer demons.  That is something that is really not done by us but by Jesus, in which we are only His tools.”
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