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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He was saying.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“Then He was saying to them,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO with the noun THERISMOS, meaning “the harvest.”
  With this we have the coordinating conjunction MEN, which is used in combination with the following DE, meaning “on the one hand, ...but on the other hand.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective POLUS, meaning “great; large.”  The nominative subject with the predicate adjective and no verb indicates the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article HO plus the noun ERGATĒS, which means “the workers; laborers.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective OLIGOS, meaning “few.”  Again we have the ellipsis of EIMI, meaning “[are].”

“‘On the one hand the harvest [is] great, but on the other hand the laborers [are] few;”
 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “therefore” plus the second person plural aorist deponent passive imperative of the verb DEOMAI, which means “to ask.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the disciples expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a strong request and entreaty plus a mild command.

Next we have the genitive direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun THERISMOS, meaning “the Lord of the harvest.”

“therefore ask the Lord of the harvest”
 is the coordinating conjunction HOPWS, expressing purpose and meaning “that.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ERGATĒS, meaning “laborers; workers.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EKBALLW, which means “to send out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord of the harvest might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose after the conjunction HOPWS.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THERISMOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into His harvest.”

“that He might send out laborers into His harvest.”
Lk 10:2 corrected translation
“Then He was saying to them, ‘On the one hand the harvest [is] great, but on the other hand the laborers [are] few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest that He might send out laborers into His harvest.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He was saying to them, ‘On the one hand the harvest [is] great,”

a.  Luke continues the story with the Lord’s instructions to the seventy disciples/missionaries/heralds.  The Lord didn’t send them on a mission without telling them what to expect.


b.  There are two sides to the Lord’s instructions.  The first side of the coin is the positive side—the harvest is plentiful.  The harvest refers to the number of people that will potentially believe in Him.  There are a lot of potential believers in the world.  It is our job to give them the information they need to believe in Christ.  God the Holy Spirit will make that information a reality in their soul.


c.  The word “plentiful” refers to the positive volition of many people to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the King of Israel, the Messiah (and many other titles).  There are many unbelievers we come across in life that need to hear the gospel message and are willing to believe it.  We have to be ready to present that message accurately.


d.  The word “harvest” indicates that these people are ready to believe.  They are ripe for the picking.  Therefore, we have people ready and willing to believe in Christ.  They only need the announcement of His promise of eternal life given to them.

2.  “but on the other hand the laborers [are] few;”

a.  However, there is another group of people involved in this action on the other side of the coin.  These are the laborers or evangelists/missionaries that are being sent out to present the message of the gospel.  Remember that Jesus is sending the missionaries out in pairs.  That means that there will be just two men to evangelize entire cities, towns, villages, etc.


b.  Naturally, the missionaries will speak to groups of people, but there are always those who have lots of questions and need individual attention.  This takes time and makes the work of evangelism more difficult.  The seventy missionary-evangelists were few in number compared to the thousands of people living in the places to which they were going.

3.  “therefore ask the Lord of the harvest”

a.  Because of this unbalanced situation of a great potential harvest with so few people to present the gospel message, the Lord introduces an inferential conclusion and logical action that these disciples/missionaries must take in order to accomplish their mission.  They need to ask the Lord of the harvest for help.  This requires prayer on their part.  The ‘asking’ here is the act of prayer.  It is a formal request for help from God.


b.  Who is the “Lord of the harvest”?  It is logically God the Father for two reasons: (1) all prayer is addressed to God the Father, and (2) Jesus didn’t tell them to ask Him, but Someone else.


c.  Why is God the Father the Lord of the harvest?  He is the Lord of the harvest because the harvest is part of His plan.  He owns the field (the world and all that is in it), planted the seed (gave life to each person), and watched the crop grow (the maturation of each person).  God the Father is entitled to the fruit of His labor.

4.  “that He might send out laborers into His harvest.”

a.  The purpose of the prayer by the disciples is now stated.  The purpose of the prayer is that God the Father might send out laborers into His harvest.  At first glance this seems redundant, since Jesus has already selected these seventy men to go out into the cities and places to which He intends to go.  Jesus is asking these men to pray that they might be successful in accomplishing the harvest.  And with their success more witnesses will join in the harvest.


b.  It is one thing to be sent on a mission to do something.  It is another thing to actually accomplish the mission with total success.  Jesus will send out these men as laborers into the Father’s harvest, but they have to be willing to present the message of the gospel without fear or hesitation.  They need to go with the full assurance of the blessing of God in their endeavor.  They have to go with total confidence in the Father’s will, plan, and purpose for what they are doing.


c.  Jesus obviously wants them to go into the harvest, but He also wants them to be certain that God the Father wants them to do as well.  Missionaries need to go on the mission field with the full confidence that it is the will, plan, and purpose of God the Father that they go.  Sometimes the timing and place for evangelism is not right (remember when the Spirit would not permit Paul to go into the Roman province of Asia on the west coast of Turkey, that is, to Ephesus).  This was the right time for these missionaries to go into Judea and announce the coming of the King and Messiah along with His promise of eternal life.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The language in this verse is verbatim what we have in Mt 9:37-38 to the Twelve.   The need is the same and prayer is the answer in each case.”


b.  “The mission is a time of opportunity, but currently there are too few to do the task. The mission’s growth will be determined not only by efforts in the field, but also by prayer and God’s sovereign direction.  The time of opportunity is depicted by the plentiful harvest, a figure commonly used of missionary labor.  It refers to gathering God’s people in the midst of the threat of God’s judgment.  The reference to a plentiful harvest suggests that, although rejection will follow in Jesus’ wake, there still will be much positive response.  The main problem is that there are few to help reap the harvest.  Part of the mission’s goal then is to expand the number of disciples, so that the number of those who can engage in the missionary task can grow.  In other words, if people receive the message, they will help deliver it.  Many commentators miss this point when they suggest that Matthew’s Galilean setting is more appropriate for the passage.  Luke is saying that one of the results of the mission is that more take responsibility for it.  Such expansion can fit any time during Jesus’ ministry in Palestine.  Jesus shows the disciples that they are to ask God for aid and to rely on His sovereign provision.  Laborers are not to be coerced into the kingdom.  The message is set out for people, and their response must be given freely.  That is, behind the scenes and alongside the proclamation, the disciples are to beseech God for more laborers.  The emphasis on God’s sovereignty is seen in Jesus’ use of the title Lord of the harvest.  The message’s expansion is in God’s control.  He is the one who will ‘thrust out’ laborers.  The passage has an exact verbal parallel in Mt 9:37–38, a summary text about Jesus’ Galilean ministry where He makes this appeal to the disciples.  Neither setting is any more appropriate than the other; it fits well in both.  In fact, Luke’s setting adds a missionary flavor and context that Matthew’s passage does not have. As Plummer (1896: 272) says, ‘The Twelve [Matthew] and the Seventy were answers to the prayer thus prescribed.’  But in Luke’s setting, even more workers are to be prayed for, since the task continues.”


c.  “Harvesting is hard work, even when there are many people helping you, but these men were sent into a vast field with very few workers to help them reap a great harvest. Instead of praying for an easier job, they were to pray for more laborers to join them, and we today need to pray that same prayer.  Please note that it is laborers, not spectators, who pray for more laborers!  Too many Christians are praying for somebody else to do a job they are unwilling to do themselves.”


d.  “When the fruit has ripened, only weeks, sometimes only days, are allowed to bring in the crop, with the result that laborers are added to the normal workforce.  [Thus] an anxious, urgent note is sounded.”


e.  “The seventy were laborers of the same sort for which they were to pray, that is, workers in the Lord’s harvest.  After all, harvest must perforce begin with tilling the soil before planting the seed; all involved in any part of God’s ‘agricultural program’ are part of the harvesting team.”
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