John 1:1
Luke 10:18



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  This is followed by direct discourse.

“Then He said to them,”
 is the first person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb THEWREW, which means “to watch: I was watching.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive/durative imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun SATANAS, meaning “Satan.”  Next we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as/like.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ASTRAPĒ, meaning “lightning.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation or ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”  Finally, we have the accusative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: falling.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a circumstantial participle with coterminous action to the action of the main verb ‘watching’.

“‘I was watching Satan falling from heaven like lightning.”
Lk 10:18 corrected translation
“Then He said to them, ‘I was watching Satan falling from heaven like lightning.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He said to them,”

a.  Luke continues to describe the return of the seventy disciples from their missionary successful journey by telling us the Lord’s response to the disciples’ report of their success over demons.


b.  Jesus’ reply to the disciples is designed to temper their enthusiasm in the right direction and for the right reasons.  First the Lord is going to tell them what he experienced as they were being successful and then He is going to tell them the more important thing over which they such rejoice.  Jesus is not trying to kill their enthusiasm and rejoicing; He only wants to channel it in the right direction.

2.  “‘I was watching Satan falling from heaven like lightning.”

a.  While the disciples were having success over the demons they encountered, Jesus was watching the second fall of Satan.  The first fall of Satan was when he sinned against God by desiring to reject the authority of God, when he desired to be equal with God (“I will like the Most High God”).


b.  Notice that Satan is mentioned as a real person, a real being, and not a metaphorical figure of some kind.  If Jesus considered Satan to be a real person, what does that say about the idiots who deny the existence of Satan?  They are deceiving themselves. 


c.  Satan has three “falls.”



(1)  His angelic sin of arrogance in which he said, “I will be like the Most High God.”  He revolted against God, taking one‑third of all angels with him, Isa 14:13‑14; Ezek 28:12‑19.



(2)  He is cast out of heaven in the middle of the Tribulation, Rev 12:7, 9; 20:1ff.



(3)  He is cast into the lake of fire, Isa 14; Ezek 28; Rev 12, 20.


d.  Which heaven is Satan falling from?



(1)  Satan’s first fall was from the third heaven (the throne room of God) to the second and first heaven (the stellar universe and the atmosphere around the earth).  This occurred at the original ‘fall’ of Satan, when he sinned against God.  His fall to the first heaven is implied in his title ‘the prince of the power of the air’ Eph 2:2.  Isa 14:12, “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!”


(2)  Satan’s second fall is from the second and first heavens to the earth, which occurs in the middle of the Tribulation, but which Jesus is seeing prophetically here.  Jesus isn’t literally watching this happen at the moment, but sees it prophetically in His mind.  In our passage Jesus is seeing a future event that occurs in the middle of the Tribulation, Rev 20:1-4.



(3)  Satan’s third fall is from the earth at the end of the Gog-Magog revolution after the thousand year reign of Christ, when he is cast into the eternal lake of fire, Rev 20:10.


e.  Jesus compares the fall of Satan to lightening, which suggests two things:



(1)  This fall will be from the first heaven (the atmosphere around the earth) to the earth, which is exactly what a lightning strike does.



(2)  This fall will be superfast; so fast Satan won’t know what hit him.  “The point of comparison is the suddenness of the divine working.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “As a flash of lightning out of heaven, quick and startling, so the victory of the Seventy over the demons, the agents of Satan, forecast his downfall and Jesus in vision pictured it as a flash of lightning.”


b.  “Jesus explains what the disciples’ authority means by describing a fall from the heights.  These exorcisms by the disciples show Satan’s defeat.  The allusion suggests the language of Isa 14:12.  There is no way to be certain if this was a vision or simply a remark, a prophetic declaration about the implications of these events.  The point is clear: the disciples’ ministry spells defeat for Satan.  Satan in the OT is the ‘arch-accuser’ (Job 1; Zech 3:1–2; 1 Chr 21:1).  Jesus says that He watched Satan fall, which suggests that God cast Satan out of heaven.  Lk 11:20 speaks of a current defeat.  Satan’s defeat is part of a long series of events.  The disciples’ work is no small affair and is part of an increasingly significant set of theological realities.”


c.  “The disciples had seen individual victories from city to city, but Jesus saw these victories as part of a war that dethroned and defeated Satan.”


d.  “Jesus was not speaking of Satan being cast out at that precise moment, but that his power had been broken and that He was subject to Jesus’ authority.”
  This is reading into the passage what the commentator wishes it had said, rather than what it actually says.

e.  “The question is, ‘When did/will Satan fall?’  Some find in Jesus’ assertion a reference to a primordial event or an event in the life of Jesus himself, but neither of these options makes sense of the actual, ongoing exercise of satanic influence in the gospel of Luke.  Indeed, in Luke’s presentation the death of Jesus itself is a manifestation of the power of darkness (Lk 22:53; 23:44).  Nor is it likely that the fall of Satan is occasioned by Jesus’ resurrection and ascension—again, since Satan remains proactive in the narrative of Acts (e.g., Acts 13:4–12; 26:18).  Certainly the success of the ministry of exorcism by the seventy-two does not presuppose the downfall of Satan; rather, their mission presupposes only what Jesus claims—namely, that He had given them authority over all satanic forces.  Luke portrays Jesus as having a prophetic vision, then, whose content was the future (and ultimate) downfall of Satan, presumably scheduled for the time of the judgment.  The decisive fall of Satan is anticipated in the future, but it is already becoming manifest through the mission of Jesus and, by extension, through the ministry of his envoys.”


f.  “When Jesus said, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven’, He was referring in symbolical terms to Satan’s defeat, effected by His own presence among men and the powers of the kingdom of God brought to them.”
  This is a ‘spiritualized’ interpretation of the passage that ignores Rev 12 or any future literal interpretation of the statement (exactly what Satan wants us to think—that it literally will not happen).

g.  “The fall of Satan described in verse 18 must be harmonized with Revelation, so verse 18 is best understood as a prophecy of the event of Rev 12:9.  This early demonstration of the power of the Church to resist and subjugate Satan, then, is the beginning of his fall which will finally be effected in the middle of the tribulation.”
  A far better explanation than the previous commentator.

h.  “Jesus implied that the power of Satan was broken, and that the success of these disciples was an evidence of the victory.”


i.  Plummer says this verse is not at all related to Rev 12:9.  I disagree.  Lenski and Marshall dance around all the issues and commit to nothing.
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