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Luke 10:17
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; Now.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOSTREPHW, which means “to return.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seventy produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective EBDOMĒKONTA, meaning “the seventy.”  The word DUO in brackets is more likely a scribal addition, since it is missing from texts such as Codex Sinaiticus, A, and C plus a host of other manuscripts (See Lk 10:1 for a more detailed discussion of this issue.)  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances
 from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “with joy.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the seventy disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Now the seventy returned with joy, saying,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, which means “Lord.”  Then we have the ascensive/adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun DAIMONION, meaning “the demons.”  This is followed by the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to be subject to someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what has occurred in the past and is now going on.


The passive voice indicates that the demons received the action of being subject to the disciples.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us,” referring to the disciples.  Finally, we have a preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “in Your name” or instead of the locative of sphere we have the instrumental of cause, meaning “because of Your person.”  I prefer the latter meaning, because the demons respect the person of Jesus, and are not influenced by a magical incantation of someone’s name.

“‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of Your person.’”
Lk 10:17 corrected translation
“Now the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of Your person.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the seventy returned with joy, saying,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the First Advent by telling us that the results of the missionary tour were a complete success.  (Again we have the same argument among scholars concerning the number of disciple-missionaries [seventy versus seventy-two], which makes no difference in the resolution of the angelic conflict.  What matters is that Satan couldn’t defeat this successful missionary tour.)  All seventy made it back safely to report to Jesus, and they all reported good news.  They went out with the Good News of the gospel, and came back with good news of their overwhelming welcome.


b.  The phrase “with joy” indicates their total success in every city/town/village into which they came.  They were welcomed everywhere, and apparently didn’t have to pronounce any woes on any of the cities to which they went.  They come back excited, enthusiastic, joyful, and full of confidence that the King will be welcomed everywhere He goes.

2.  “‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of Your person.’”

a.  Luke then gives us a summary statement of the disciples’ report to Jesus.  This is not all that was said to Jesus, but what impressed them the most about their success.  Not only did people welcome them and their message; not only did they have the ability to heal everyone; not only did they receive great hospitality; not only did people believe that Jesus was the Christ, but even the demon forces of Satan were subject and obedient to the will of these disciples, when they demanded that the demons leave the person and not come back.


b.  In Jesus’ instructions to these disciples He mentions nothing about demons or the disciples’ authority over demons.  The closest Jesus came to saying anything about casting out demons was His statement to “heal the sick.”  This probably involved some exorcisms, since demons were known to produce the symptoms of disease and illness in people.


c.  The final phrase in the Greek appears several times in Scripture.  It is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere or instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “in Your name” or “because of Your person.”   Jesus wasn’t a magician and didn’t deal in magic formulas or magical incantations.  There is no supernatural magic in saying the name ‘Jesus’ or using the phrase ‘in the name of Jesus I command you to come out’.  Don’t base your theology on Hollywood movies like the Exorcist or the Omen.  I prefer the latter meaning (‘because of Your person’) because the demons respect the person of Jesus.  And what the disciples were doing was casting out demons because of their representation of the person of Jesus as His ambassadors.



(1)  For example, take the phrase ‘Your person’ in Jn 17:6, “Jn 17:6, “I have made known Your person to the men whom You gave to Me out of the world;”  Jesus didn’t make known the ‘name’ of God the Father to the disciples; they already knew His name: JHWH or ‘I am.’  The disciples didn’t need to know the name of God the Father; they needed to know what He was like as a person.  And Jesus revealed the Father by revealing Himself = ‘I and the Father are one’.



(2)  Jn 17:26, “and I have made known Your person to them, and will make known [Your person], in order that the unconditional love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.’”



(3)  Rom 15:9, “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy, just as it stands written, ‘Because of this I will praise You among the Gentiles and I will sing hymns to Your Person.’”



(4)  Heb 2:12, “saying, ‘I will proclaim Your person to My brethren, in the midst of the assembly I will sing in praise to You.’”



(5)  Rev 11:18, “And so the nations were angry.  And then Your anger came [Baptism of Fire].  Also the time [came] for the dead [Old Testament believers] to be judged; that is, to give reward to Your ministers, the prophets, and to the saints [Tribulational martyrs] and to those who respect Your person [OT believers], the insignificant and the important, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’”



(6)  Rev 15:4, “Who will not respect, O Lord, and glorify Your person? Because only [You are] holy; Because all the nations will come and worship before You; Because Your righteous acts have been revealed.’”



(7)  However, note my translation of Mk 9:39 where this same prepositional phrase occurs: “However Jesus said, ‘Do not hinder him.  For there is no one who will perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon thereafter to speak evil of Me.”

d.  The seventy disciples were the personal representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They went out with His full authority and blessing.  They personally represented His person, not His name.  Whatever authority they had over the evil forces of Satan and his minions was because of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the person of the Lord that matters, not His name.  Jesus could have had been named Jacob, Simon, Judas, or dozens of other names and He would have still been the person that He was—the Son of God, the King of Israel, the Messiah, etc.  Shakespeare said it correctly, when he said, “A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”

e.  Implicit in this statement is that the disciples were welcomed, taken care of, listened to, believed, and even obeyed by demons.  If the demons were listening and obeying, then so were the people of the cities.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There is no power of Jesus and His name in any charm.  These are only subtle, cunning means of the devil himself by which he holds men’s minds and makes them turn from God.  And no charm ever healed a disease or drove out a demon.”


b.  “[The missionary tour] was better than they expected.  The Gospel worked wonders and they were happy.  The demons were merely one sign of the conflict between Christ and Satan.”


c.  “The report of the seventy-two finds them excited and rejoicing.  Their excitement focuses on their authority over the demons, an authority that parallels Jesus’ (Lk 4:41).  They address Jesus as Lord, showing their recognition of His position.  They recognize that they do not exercise their authority, for they speak of demons being subject to them ‘in your name’.  The authority of Jesus’ name will be a key in Acts (Acts 3:6; 4:7, 10; 16:18).  These disciples represent Jesus and share His power, which is the focus of their joy.  The name of Jesus and its power show that demonic forces are subject to the servant of God, a subjection that normally is the prerogative of God Himself.  This authority was not mentioned in the commission of the seventy-two, but it clearly was included as part of their kingdom task.  The remark reflects the mission’s success.  The charge given to the disciples had been fulfilled, and the new ministers were impressed.  The report has no Synoptic parallels.”


d.  “There is a threefold joy here: the joy of service (Lk 10:17–19), the joy of salvation (Lk 10:20), and the joy of sovereignty (Lk 10:21–24).  We can well understand the joy of the Seventy as they returned to report their victories to Jesus.  He had given them power and authority to heal, to cast out demons [an assumption], and to preach the Word, and they were successful!  In the midst of their great joy, they were careful to give God the glory (‘in Your name’).”


e.  “Their reference to him as ‘Lord’ marks their recognition of His royal and messianic dignity and beneficence.  They describe themselves as operating ‘in His name,’ which again signifies their genuine identification with Him.”
  The statement does not say that the disciples ‘operated in His name’.  It relates the demons’ obedience to the name/person of Jesus, not the operation of the disciples to the name of Jesus.  This is a mischaracterization of the passage.

f.  “Exorcists usually had to employ various incantations to persuade demons to leave; thus the disciples are amazed at the immediate efficacy of Jesus’ name.”


g.  “The purpose of this Scripture is to record the spiritual victory over Satan won by regenerate mankind acting in the service of God.  We have noted repeatedly that whenever Jesus embarked on a new phase of ministry He first confronted the devil and conquered him.  On this occasion He delegated that function to the seventy; this was advance notice to the spiritual world of the power with which God would imbue His Church.  Jesus had transferred His power to His followers; they, too, can vanquish Satan.  In the excitement of this power it is all too easy to overlook verse 20, for in it Jesus taught that a believer’s most valuable possession is not power, but spiritual life.  Our focus is so apt to be wrong; it is not ability but grace which counts.  Our ground for rejoicing is that we are saved, and we are saved through God’s grace.  The seventy had found that they could do things which Jesus had not specifically empowered them to do (in verse 9 only the power to heal the weak, not those possessed by demons, was conferred).  The fact that Jesus had not specifically advised the seventy that they would be involved against the power of the devil indicates that it is axiomatic that a believer is always involved in this spiritual battle.”
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