John 1:1
Luke 10:15



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  With this we have the vocative feminine singular proper noun KAPHARNAOUM, meaning “Capernaum.”

“And you, Capernaum,”
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not,” followed by the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “to heaven.”  Then we have the second person singular future passive indicative from the verb HUPSOW. which means “to be lifted up; to be raised up.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the unbelievers of the city of Capernaum will receive the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“will not be lifted up to heaven, will you?”
 is the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun HAIDĒS, meaning “to Hades.”  Finally, we have the second person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to go down; to descend.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the unbelievers of Capernaum) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“You will go down to Hades!”
Lk 10:15 corrected translation
“And you, Capernaum, will not be lifted up to heaven, will you?  You will go down to Hades!”
Mt 11:23, “And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day.”
Explanation:
1.  “And you, Capernaum, will not be lifted up to heaven, will you?”

a.  The Lord adds a third city to His list.  Capernaum was the city to which Jesus moved immediately after beginning His public ministry.  It is where He lived and worked for the three and half years of His public ministry.  It was the first synagogue He taught in and the place where most of His miracles took place.  Most of miracles took place in and around the vicinity of Capernaum.  If someone went looking for Jesus, this was the first place they would look.  Of all the people of Israel, the people of Capernaum received the most consistent, personal, and up-close view of the Messiah.  Of all people on earth, they are the most responsible for failure to believe in Him.  The unbelievers of Capernaum received greater revelation of the fact Jesus was the Messiah than any other Jews with the possible exception of Adam, Abraham and Moses.


b.  Because of their gross rejection of Jesus as the Messiah, the unbelievers of Capernaum will not go to, be lifted up to, or be exalted to heaven in the resurrection or at any other time.  The verb “to lift up” clearly implies the resurrection of people.  And again Jesus is not talking about the physical city of Capernaum being lifted up, but the people of the city.  The only people of the city of Capernaum that will be lifted up from death in the resurrection are those who believed in Jesus.


c.  When are believers lifted up to heaven?  With the resurrection and ascension of Jesus all Old Testament believers were transferred from the compartment in Hades known as Paradise or Abraham’s Bosom to the actual Paradise in heaven.  These believers do not receive their resurrection bodies until after the resurrection of the Church at the end of the Church Age.  So they are in heaven now awaiting their resurrection bodies, just as the Tribulational martyrs wait in heaven for their resurrection bodies until the second advent of Christ.  At the second advent of Jesus, all Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs return with Jesus in their glorified resurrection bodies.  The Church returns with them, also in resurrection bodies.  All of these believers are not lifted up to heaven but come down from heaven to the earth with Christ.  Therefore, the lifting up to heaven has already taken place with the ascension of Jesus.  At the end of the millennial reign of Christ all believers are ‘lifted up’ so to speak to the new heavens and new earth.

2.  “You will go down to Hades!”

a.  Instead of going up to heaven, the unbelievers of Capernaum will go down to Hades.  They will go to the compartment of Hades called Torments, which is the location of all dead unbelievers of human history.   All disobedient fallen angels, who refuse to abide by the rules of the angelic conflict are confined in an angelic prison called the Abyss.  And there is a special compartment of Hades for the fallen angels that had sexual relations with human women, creating the unbelieving race of half-human/half-angelic beings called the Nephalim.  This part of Hades is called Tartarus.


b.  This statement makes it very clear that Jesus believed in a place called “Hades,” which today we call “Hell.”  He assumes without question that such a place exists, is real, and is where unbelievers go after death.  The same is true about His statement regarding “heaven.”  If there is no Heaven, there is no Hell.  And if there is no Hell, there is no Heaven.  Both exist and are real based upon the authority of the statement of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And to say that either one does not exist is to make God a liar, which is blasphemy.  Jesus was not lying about heaven or hell.  And if they are real, then obviously this statement was a last ditch effort by Jesus to get the unbelievers of Capernaum to change their minds about Him.


c.  The Lord is stating an absolute truth—“Hell exists and you unbelievers are going there, if you don’t believe in Me.”  The Lord is not condemning them there with no recourse on their part, but warning them that the kingdom is near, the time is short, and their opportunity to be saved from Hell is now.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In Lk 16:23, the rich man was in Hades, that part where the wicked dead are kept until the judgment of the Great White Throne.  In Acts 2:27, 31, our Lord at His death went to Hades, the passage in Acts being quoted from Psalm 16, where the Hebrew is ‘Sheol’.  His soul was not left in Hades, the ‘paradise’ portion,”


b.  “Jesus now turns to Capernaum.  The fate of this Galilean city, which served as the center of Jesus’ ministry, is no better than Chorazin and Bethsaida. This town had seen much of Jesus’ power (Lk 4:23, 31–37; 7:1–10; Jn 2:12; 6:24–65).  The question about ascending to heaven expects a negative answer, as the interrogative particle MĒ indicates.  The question is rhetorical and thus can be translated as a statement.  Heaven is not Capernaum’s destination; Hades is.  The judgment’s future character is made clear by the reference to Hades opposite the reference to heaven.  The city’s ultimate fate is in view.  After the exercise of judgment, Hades is the place where the unrighteous reside (Lk 16:23; Rev 20:13–14 [this reference does not prove Hades is the final resting place of unbelievers, but proves that it is the interim holding place of unbelievers until the lake of fire]).  Thus, another Galilean city faces judgment for its rejection.  The distinct reference to Capernaum makes the description of its demise stronger by isolating it.”


c.  “In Jewish apocalyptic literature Hades was an intermediate place where all the souls of the dead awaited judgment.  The dead were separated into compartments, the righteous staying in an apparently pleasant place and various classes of sinners undergoing punishments in other compartments.  The Pharisees also believed that the righteous were rewarded and the wicked punished.”


d.  A different interpretation is given by Mills: “The alternate reading ‘Were you not lifted up to heaven?’ for verse 15 is most appropriate, for, by choosing Capernaum as His headquarters, Jesus had elevated that city to the heavens; it had unwittingly assumed the function of Heaven in Jesus’ life, for it had become His earthly home.  What a tremendous honor had been bestowed on it, yet how insensitive it had been to that honor.  The price for rejecting Jesus who had lived among them and done so many miracles there was to be a fearsome eternal punishment, to be meted out even before the day of judgment, for Hades precedes Hell [=the lake of fire].  Notably, Capernaum was laid waste so thoroughly that archaeologists today are uncertain of its exact site.”
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