John 1:1
Luke 1:78



 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter plural noun SPLAGCHNON; “as often in the ancient world, inner body parts served as referents for psychological aspects: of the seat of the emotions, in our literature mostly as the seat and source of love, affection or compassion.”
  It can be translated “because of the compassions.”  Then we have the attributive genitive from the neuter singular noun ELEOS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of the mercy of our God.”
“because of the compassions of the mercy of our God,”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with which [compassions].”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EPISKEPTOMAI, which means “to visit.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Dawn) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun ANATOLĒ, meaning “the Rising, the East, or the Dawn.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the neuter singular noun HUPSOS, meaning “from heaven.”

“with which the Dawn from heaven will visit us,”
Lk 1:78 corrected translation
“because of the compassions of the mercy of our God, with which the Dawn from heaven will visit us,”
Explanation:
1.  “because of the compassions of the mercy of our God,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 76.  The sentence thus far reads: “Now you also, infant, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give the knowledge of salvation to His people by the forgiveness of their sins, because of the compassions of the mercy of our God, with which the Dawn from heaven will visit us,”


b.  The essence of this sentence so far is: “You will give the knowledge of salvation to His people, because of the compassions of the mercy of our God….”  The reason for John’s ministry is because of the mercy of the God of Israel.  Every ministry that any believer performs for God is done because of the mercy of God.  Our very existence is because of the mercy of God.  God didn’t need to create the angels, nor did He need to create mankind to prove Satan wrong after Satan’s appeal of his sentence to the lake of fire.  God could have just sent Satan and the fallen angels to the lake of fire and there would have been no need for the creation of man.  So we can the mercy of God for our existence as well as for any ministry we perform for Him.


c.  God is compassionate and God is merciful.  His compassion comes from His mercy and His mercy comes from His grace.  The compassion, mercy, and grace of God are all functions or manifestations of His love.  God is compassionate because He loves us.  God is merciful because He loves us.  God is gracious because He loves us.


d.  Supporting Scriptures:



(1)  Rom 9:15-16, “For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’  So then, [it is] not because of him who desires [mercy and compassion], nor because of him who exerts oneself to the limit of one’s powers in an attempt to run [after blessing], but from God who has mercy.”



(2)  Rom 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brethren, because of the compassions from God, offer your bodies as a living, holy sacrifice well-pleasing to God—your rational service.”



(3)  2 Cor 1:3, “Worthy of praise [is] God; that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort,”



(4)  Col 3:12-13, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance], putting up with one another and forgiving each other.  If anyone has a complaint, just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].”



(5)  Jam 5:11, “Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.  You have heard about the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome from the Lord that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”



(6)  Lk 1:50, “And His mercy [is] for generations and generations to those who respect Him.”



(7)  Rom 9:22-24, “Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been prepared for destruction [the Last Judgment], also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected, not only from Jews but also from Gentiles.”



(8)  Rom 11:30-32, “Therefore just as at one time you had been disobedient to God, but now you have received mercy because of their disobedient unbelief, so also now these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy.  For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience, in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”



(9)  Eph 2:4, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us,”



(10)  1 Tim 1:16, “Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to those who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”



(11)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit,”



(12)  Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”



(13)  Jam 2:13, “Certainly merciless judgment [will be shown] to the one not having shown mercy; mercy exalts in triumph over judgment.”



(14)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”



(15)  2 Jn 1:3, “Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father by means of truth and unconditional love.”



(16)  Jude 2, “May mercy and prosperity and unconditional love be multiplied to you.”



(17)  Jude 21, “guard yourselves by means of virtue-love for God, wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life.”

2.  “with which the Dawn from heaven will visit us,”

a.  The relative pronoun “which” refers back to the word “compassions.”  Therefore, the thought here is: “with which compassions the Dawn from heaven will visit us.”


b.  Some translations translate ANATOLĒ by the term “dayspring, which is an archaic word in the Authorized Version [King James] for ‘dawn’; in the New English Bible it is translated ‘morning’ and in Lk 1:78 ‘morning sun’.”
  Who is the Dawn from heaven?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ in His first advent.  This title (“the Dawn from heaven”) is similar to another title of the Lord, “I am the Light of the world.”


(1)  Jn 1:5-8, “And the light kept on shining in the darkness, but the darkness did not understand it.  There came into being a man, having been sent from God; (John [was] the name belonging to him).  He came as a testimony, to testify about the Light, in order that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.”



(2)  Jn 3:19-21, “Now this is the process of judgment that the Light has come into the world, and yet men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light, and does not come to the Light, in order that his deeds might not be exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, in order that his deeds may be revealed, since they have been performed under the influence of God.’”



(3)  Jn 8:12, “Then again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will absolutely not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”


(4)  Jn 12:35-36, “Consequently Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you.  Walk while you have the Light, in order that darkness will not overtake you; in fact he who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.  While you have the Light, believe in the Light, in order that you may become sons of light.’  These things Jesus spoke, and then, after going away, He hid from them.”



(5)  Jn 12:46, “I, the Light, have come into the world, in order that everyone who believes in Me might not remain in darkness.”


c.  The Dawn (the Lord Jesus Christ in His first advent) comes from heaven, indicating that He is God, that is, the God of Israel, who promised Israel that He would come and live among His people and save His people.


d.  The concept of “visiting” means to live temporarily among them.  The word “us” refers to the people of God, the Jews.  Zacharias is praising the God of Israel because He will come from heaven to spend a short time (a visit) with His people.  This short time or visit is the first advent.  Notice the future tense of the verb EPISKEPTOMAI (“to visit”).  The Lord has not come yet.  That will not happen for another six months, and then He will not begin His public ministry for another thirty years.  The verb “to visit” cares the connotation of coming to help someone else.  When God visits someone, He comes to help them.  Lk 7:16, “Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ and, ‘God has visited His people!’”  “The concept of God’s visitation, and especially of His gracious visitation of men and nations, passed over from the Hebrew Bible and the LXX into the NT.  Thus Heb 2:6 quotes Ps 8:4 LXX: ‘Or the son of man, that You visit him?’  The author does not refer this saying to God’s blessing of man as a lowly part of creation, which is the original sense; he relates it to the Son of Man, Jesus Christ.  Again, in Lk 7:16 we have the insight that God in His gracious intervention in earthly life shows Himself to be the Lord.  Dependence on the OT is also clear in the two passages in the song of Zacharias in which the word ‘visit’ occurs: Lk 1:68, 78.  In both cases the term indicates that God has drawn near to His people and has dealt with them, or will deal with them, in grace. The second saying (verse 78) is related directly to the coming of Christ.”


e.  So in summary, Zacharias’ statement in this part of his praise is that the Messiah will ‘visit’ (help) His people because of the compassions of His mercy.  God loves His people, Israel, and therefore, is coming in the near future to spend a short time with them and fulfill the promise of saving them.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “One word, mercy, characterizes the entire plan.  Both the forerunner’s and Messiah’s tasks are the concrete expression of God’s mercy.  As Lk 1:78b makes clear, the entirety of Messiah’s coming also occurs in the context of God’s mercy.  Mercy as the ground of God’s actions repeats a key theme (Lk 1:50, 54, 72; Eph 2:4).  Salvation is ultimately an act of God’s mercy.  Not only is John’s ministry conducted on the ground of God’s mercy, but the sphere of Messiah’s ministry is also the mercy of God.  The visit of the ‘rising sun from on high’ introduces a new figure.  The phrase rising sun has produced much discussion.  It is significant that the previous mention of visitation in the hymn is associated with Messiah.  This observation makes it likely that Messiah is intended by ‘rising sun’.  God will visit his people in Messiah, the coming light.  The reference to ANATOLĒ is important.  The Greek term, which literally means “that which springs up,” has a rich and varied OT background. On the one hand, it referred to the Branch or Sprout in dependence on the Hebrew term ṣemaḥ: Jer 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8; 6:12; Isa 11:1–10).  It also referred to the rising sun or star when the verbal form was used (Num 24:17; Mal 4:2).  Thus, the title was clearly messianic.  But which image is key in this text, branch or sun?  The context clearly marks the image of light as key.  ANATOLĒ qualified by the phrase ‘from on high’, a reference to the heavens.  But many think that the first-century association of the term with the messianic Branch was so strong that double entendre is present, that is, Luke intends to evoke both associations, though the rising sun association is the dominant idea.  By God’s mercy, God’s regal Messiah visits and serves people as a guiding heavenly light, leading them into God’s way of peace. Marshall (1978: 95) summarizes: ‘The imagery is thus that of the Davidic Messiah, the Shoot from Jesse (Isa 11:1ff.) and the star from Jacob (Num 24:17) who is to visit men from on high, i.e. from the dwelling place of God (2 Sam 22:17).’  God sends His Messiah as the bright dawn of salvation shining upon the face of people.”


b.  “The manifestation of God’s mercy is the coming of the Messiah.  This way of understanding ‘the dawn from on high’ recognizes a complex interplay of scriptural metaphors.  ‘Dawn’ might simply represent the coming of salvation, using the metaphor of light/star (e.g., Isa 60:1; Mal 4:2).  Consequently, ‘dawn’ in Lk 1:79 might be rendered as ‘Dawn’; that is, Zechariah prophesies God’s sending a messianic figure.  This understanding is supported further by the increasing emphasis in Luke 1 on an agent of salvation who is from the line of David (1:32, 35, 69).”


c.  “Most often, however, divine visitation is God’s action that has definite effects in human affairs, whether it be His dispensation of salvation and blessing or His response to sin with punishment.  The focus of the divine visitation in the writings of Luke, where it is most prominent, is on the future salvation and blessing in the coming of Christ, which is evidenced by Jesus’ power to heal (Lk 7:15f).  The coming of the gospel to Gentiles is described as God’s visitation (Acts 15:14).  The failure of the people of Jerusalem to give recognition to Jesus, is, on the other hand, portrayed as their not knowing the time of their visitation, which had already occurred; this failure will lead to punishment (Lk 19:43f).”


d.  “The word ‘rising sun’ was rendered in the Old English versions as ‘dayspring’ (the day springing up) and in today’s versions is given variously as ‘the first light of Heaven’ (Phillips translation), ‘the morning sun from heaven’ (neb), and ‘the Sunrise from on high’ (nasb).  All give the idea of the cosmic appearance of Christ as the light of the world.  He is the fulfillment of Malachi 4:2a, ‘But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.’  Jesus is the ‘morning star who rises in [our] hearts’ (2 Pet 1:19).  He is ‘the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star’ (Rev 22:16).  Jesus said of Himself, ‘I am the light of the world.’ (John 8:12a).”
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