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 is the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to occur, happen, take place; or to be: there was or there lived.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation) producing the action of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular proper noun ĒRWIDĒS, meaning “in the days of Herod.”  This is followed by the appositional genitive from the masculine singular noun BASILEUS plus the ablative of rank from the feminine singular article and proper noun IOUDAIA, meaning “the king of the Judea.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HIEREUS plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, used as an adjective meaning “a certain priest.”

“In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest”
 is the dative neuter singular from the noun ONOMA, which is used idiomatically, meaning “named, by name Mt 27:32; Mk 5:22; Lk 1:5a; 5:27; 10:38; 16:20; 23:50; 24:18 and many other passages.”
  Then we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun ZACHARIAS, meaning “Zecharias.”    This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun EPHĒMERIA, which means “a class of priests who performed daily (hence the name) duties for a fixed period in the temple at Jerusalem, division.  There were 24 such divisions, each one of which took care of the temple duties for one week.  The division of ABIA Lk 1:5 was the eighth division.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular proper noun ABIA, meaning “of Abijah.”
“named Zacharias from the division of Abijah;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, meaning “the wife.”  With this we have the dative of possession from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “belonging to him.”  The phrase “the wife belonging to him” is literal, but the idiomatic meaning of this construction, which is found frequently in literary Koine and Classical Greek is “he had a wife.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source (or the ablative of the whole=partitive genitive) from the feminine plural article and noun THUGARĒR, meaning “from the daughters.”  This is followed by the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun AARWN, meaning “of Aaron.”

“and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “her name.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular proper noun ELISABET, meaning “Elizabeth.”  The subject nominative and the predicate nominative without a verb indicate the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [was].”
“and her name [was] Elizabeth.”
Lk 1:5 corrected translation
“In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest named Zacharias from the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name [was] Elizabeth.”
Explanation:
1.  “In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest named Zacharias”

a.  Luke begins the story of Christianity by taking us back to the very beginning before Jesus was born and starts with the beginning of the life of Jesus’ forerunner, herald, and distant relative, John the Baptist.  [It is impossible for Jesus to be the first cousin of John, since John is from the tribe of Levi and Jesus is from the tribe of Judah.]  Luke takes us to a time before the birth of Jesus, when Herod the Great was still alive and the king of Judea.  The phrase “in the days of Herod” refer to somewhere around a year before the birth of Jesus.  In our timeframe of counting years this is what we would now call around 5-7 B.C.


b.  At that time there was a Levitical priest by the name of Zacharias, who is the father of John the Baptist.


c.  Herod ruled as king from 41 – 4 B.C.  Luke immediately orients us historically.

2.  “from the division of Abijah;”

a.  Kind David instituted twenty-four divisions of the Levitical priesthood to serve at the tabernacle.  This divided up the duties so that each division worked one week at a time.  From each division, men were selected by lot to work in the tabernacle and later the Temple.  The eight division was named Abijah after a descendant of Aaron (1 Chr 24:10).  “The disasters of the 6th century b.c. [Babylonian captivity] decimated the priesthood and reduced the number of divisions to four (Ezra 2:36–39), but it is highly probable that after the restoration [of Israel from captivity] twenty-four fresh priestly divisions were instituted under the old names.  Zacharias the father of John the Baptist was of the division of Abijah (Lk 1:5); it is unlikely that this refers to the Abijah of Neh 12:4.”
  “There were 24 such divisions, each one of which took care of the temple duties for one week (1 Chr 23:6; 28:13).  Abijah was the eighth division.”


b.  “Zechariah was an ordinary country priest, one of an estimated 8,000 living in Palestine at the time.  The priests were divided according to an arrangement first instituted 1,000 years earlier under King David and reconstituted as twenty-four divisions after the Babylonian captivity.  Each division numbered about 300 priests.  Zechariah’s division, the eighth division of Abijah, served for two one-week periods per year, as did the others: Fifty-six priests were chosen by lot to participate each day.”


c.  Luke obviously consulted the historical records in the Temple to discover the fact that the father of John the Baptist was a Levite and what exact division of the priesthood he belonged to.  This is one of the strongest indications that Luke uses to back up the claim that he is presenting the exact truth to Theophilus.  This kind of historical detail is not something that would be included by an uninspired writer trying to make a name for himself in the second century, and this kind of information would not be able after 70 A.D. when the historical records in the Temple were all burned up.  Luke may have received this information by word of mouth directly from the mother of Jesus
 or from the apostle John, who took care of her after the death of Jesus.


d.  Another consideration here is that this kind of Jewish detail would hardly be of importance to a purely Gentile reader such as Theophilus, which indicates that either Luke had a broader audience in mind when he wrote this or Theophilus was a former Jewish proselyte.

3.  “and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron,”

a.  Luke adds the detail that Zacharias was married and his wife was also descended from the line of Aaron.


b.  No actual “daughters” of Aaron are named in the Old Testament.  Therefore, this could refer to actual daughters of Aaron not named in the OT or to female descendants born to one of Aaron’s four sons.


c.  The point being made here by Luke is that Zacharias and Elizabeth were both pure genetic or blood lines from Aaron.  They were one hundred percent pure Jewish race, which made John the Baptist a purely Jewish child as well.


d.  “Elizabeth is described as being ‘of the daughters of Aaron,’ that is, of priestly lineage.  Although it was required of a priest only that he marry a virgin of Israel, it was preferable if he could marry the daughter of a priest.”

4.  “and her name [was] Elizabeth.”

a.  Finally, Luke adds that Zacharias’ wife’s name was Elizabeth, who would soon be the mother of John the Baptist.


b.  The name Elizabeth means “God is my oath” or “I worship EL [God].”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In the days of Jesus the priesthood was divided into 24 classes or courses, (meaning “watches”).  In Luke they are called EPHĒMERIA [= divisions]. The Greek term is misleading.  Each class served in the temple a week at a time; hence a ‘class’ denotes a weekly rather than a daily period.  The division of Abia in Lk 1:5 is one of these weekly divisions.  The individual ‘classes’ are then sub-divided into 4–9 houses.  Each of these usually ministers one day in the temple.”


b.  “With this verse the literary Koiné of verses 1 to 4 disappears.  To the end of chapter 2 we have the most Hebraistic (Aramaic) passage in Luke’s writings, due evidently to the use of documents or notes of oral tradition.  If the mother of Jesus was still alive, Luke could have seen her.  Herod, King of Judea is a note of time that locates the events before the death of Herod the Great (as he was called later), appointed King of Judea by the Roman Senate b.c. 40 at the suggestion of Octavius and Antony.  He died b.c. 4.  Of the course [division] of Abijah refers to daily service (Neh 13:30; 1 Chr 25:8) and then a course of priests who were on duty for a week (1 Chr 23:6; 28:13).  There were 24 such courses and that of Abijah was the eighth (1 Chr 24:10; 2 Chr 8:14).  Only four of these courses (Jedaiah, Immer, Pashur, Harim) returned from Babylon, but these four were divided into twenty-four with the old names.  Each of these courses did duty for eight days, sabbath to sabbath, twice a year.  On sabbath days the whole course did duty.  At the feast of tabernacles all twenty-four courses were present.  To be a priest and married to a priest’s daughter was a double distinction.”


c.  “Luke places the events in the context of Palestinian history (references to Roman history are saved until Lk 2:1–2; 3:1).  The reference to ‘days’ refers to the period of Herod the Great, who reigned as a Jewish ruler for Rome in 37–4 b.c.  He is correctly described as a ‘king’.  Herod received his commission to rule from Mark Antony and the Roman senate in 40 b.c., but did not actually return to rule until 37 b.c.  He is described as the king of Judea in its broad political sense, with ‘Judea’ referring to Judea proper, Galilee, much of Perea, and much of Syria.  When all the NT data are put together, these events are dated near the end of Herod’s rule, around 4 b.c. Mt 2:15, 19–20 notes that Jesus was born near the time of Herod’s death.  The meaning of Zechariah’s name, ‘Yahweh has remembered again,’ fits the account, but Luke makes no effort to exploit the point, since he offers no translation for his audience, which included Gentiles.  The name is common, especially in the OT.  As a priest, he served in the temple for two one-week periods each year, excluding festival periods.  Josephus describes the twenty-four divisions of first-century priesthood.  Each division was further subdivided into orders, and each order served a daily rotation during its week of service at the temple.  Each rotation consisted of four to nine priestly houses or families.  In 1 Chr 24:10, the order of Abijah (or Abia) comes eighth in the list.  Elizabeth was also of priestly blood, since she was a daughter of Aaron.  It was very common for a Jewish priest to have a wife of the same background, and such a union was regarded as a sign of special privilege.  The mention of Elizabeth’s lineage underlines her pious origins and strengthens the pedigree behind John the Baptist.  Elizabeth was also the name of Aaron’s wife (Ex 6:23).  The meaning of Elizabeth’s name is disputed.  It means either ‘my God is the one by whom I swear’ or ‘my God is fortune’.  The choice is not certain, but both possibilities indicate trust in God.  The parents of John the Baptist are of the best spiritual ancestry.”


d.  “The days of King Herod of Judea mark the period of Israel’s subjection to a Roman client-king.  Regarded as an outsider, Herod encountered some opposition simply because he represented Rome to a people among whom many chafed under foreign domination.  Herod exacerbated these feelings by his secular power base; his extravagant building programs, the funds for which were extracted from the Jewish people; his blatant control of the temple and high priesthood for his own political purposes; and his wide-ranging efforts at continued reform of Palestine along the lines of Hellenistic culture.  The setting of the events of Luke’s birth narrative, then, is one of struggle during the process of the consolidation of the Jews under Roman rule at the hand of a king noted for his tyranny.  Into this context Luke introduces Zechariah and Elizabeth, a priestly couple.  Because of their hereditary purity and vocation, their indispensable role in temple worship and sacrifice, and their positions of leadership in their local communities, members of the priesthood were honored among the Jews.  They were set apart by God, had unrivaled access to holy places and paraphernalia, pronounced blessing on God’s behalf, and had roles of scriptural interpretation and instruction among the people.  As a ‘priest’ and member of the order of Abijah, Zechariah himself is a descendant of Aaron, and he adds to this qualification his marriage to a daughter of Aaron.  This is not due to caste-like constraints; priests were allowed to marry Israelites (i.e., the daughters of non-priests) with an unblemished ancestry.  The primary issue was the genealogical preservation of the purity and dignity of the priesthood, for the male offspring inherited the priestly office from the father, provided the mother was of sufficient status.  In the present case, priestly origins and purity, both measures of status, have clearly been kept inviolate.”


e.  “The names of John’s parents show how carefully God had organized for the arrival of His Son on earth, for in Hebrew ‘Zacharias’ means ‘God remembers,’ and ‘Elizabeth’ means ‘the oath of God.’  Together, the parents’ names spell out ‘God remembers His oath.’  God had been at work many years previously, leading the parents of these two venerable people to name their children to announce His purpose!  The names of Zacharias and Elizabeth together point back to the first promise God gave the first man and woman immediately after the first sin (Gen 3:15); indeed, the oath is addressed to Satan, the promise is for man.  We are being introduced to the climax of the spiritual battle between Satan and God.  This single touch makes it evident how much importance God attached to Jesus’ coming, for even His forerunner’s birth was carefully planned.  The fact that this marriage was of long standing and yet childless also played a part in God’s purposes, for Elizabeth’s conception was a sure sign that something remarkable had happened.  Then, when miraculous events took place at John’s circumcision more people recognized God’s hand in this birth.”


f.  “These facts about Zacharias show that he did not belong to the Jewish priestly aristocracy.  This consisted of the high priest in office and of all former high priests together with the members of the families from which the Herods or the Roman governors had selected high priests, and finally of the priests who were in the first of the 24 classes.  These priestly aristocrats resided in Jerusalem whereas all the other priests had their homes in the towns and villages throughout the land.”
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