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is the postpositive inferential particle GAR, meaning “For” and is used to introduce an inference from what has just been said.  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PAREISDUW, which means “to join surreptitiously with evil intent - to slip into a group unnoticed, to join unnoticed.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the actions of the subject into a single whole but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that the subject – certain persons – have produced this action of slipping into the company of believers in local churches with evil intent.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “certain ones” plus the noun AHTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”

“For certain men have slipped in unnoticed”

 is the nominative of apposition from the masculine plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb PROGRAPHW, which means “to write beforehand; to mark out, designate.”  With this we have the adverb of time PALAI, which designates a point of time in the past “long ago, formerly.”

The nominative masculine plural article is used as a demonstrative pronoun and is translated “those who.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which emphasizes the fact that these people who have slipped into the local churches were designated or marked out by God in eternity past.


The passive voice indicates that certain men receive the action of having been marked out long ago for this condemnation.

The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “for this” plus the accusative neuter singular article and noun KRIMA, which means “judgment; condemnation.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective ASEBĒS, which means “godless, impious” and modifies the noun ANTHRWPOS.  This is a reference to the fact that these “certain men” are unbelievers.

“who have been marked out long ago for this condemnation, godless,”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “grace” plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “the grace from our God.”

is the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb METATITHĒMI, which means “to cause a change of state, with emphasis upon the difference in the resulting state – to change to, to turn into, to cause to be different from, to transform; to alter.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to certain godless men who have slipped into the local churches.


The present tense is a durative present, which describes an action as beginning in the past and continuing into the present.  This is, in fact, still going on today.


The active voice indicates that these unbelievers who have slipped into the local churches are producing this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“transforming the grace from our God”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun ASELGEIA, which means “licentiousness, debauchery, sensuality.”  The word is used two ways:


a.  It is used for the emotions controlling the soul.



(1)   – give oneself over to sensuality, Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to sensuality, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”



(2)  – live in sensuality, 1 Pet 4:3, “For the time having passed by is sufficient to do the desires of the Gentiles, living in sensuality, cravings, drunkenness, wild parties, drinking parties and wanton idolatries.”


(3)  2 Pet 2:2, “nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”



(4)  Mk 7:21-22, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”



(5  - indecent conduct, 2 Pet 2:7, “and if He rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the conduct of the morally corrupt because of sensuality.”  This is sensuality connected with the sexual conduct, which results from the emotions controlling the soul.



(6)  2 Pet 2:18, “For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error.”


b.  This word is also used of sexual excesses:



(1)  With in Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.”


(2)  With and in 2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.”



(3)  Gal 5:19, in a long catalogue of vices, “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality.”


c.  The meaning of this word is basically “sensuality.”  It is used to describe the emotions controlling the soul of a person.  There are two results of this process.  Either the trend of the person's old sin nature is toward morality, which results in Christian emotional degeneracy such as Pentecostalism, or the trend of the sin nature is toward immorality resulting in Christian immoral degeneracy or licentiousness.


d.  Therefore, the word sensuality is the best translation because it can be used to describe either trend of the sin nature.


e.  In our verse Jude is talking about the same subject as Peter did in 2 Pet 2:2 and 2:18, which was the emotional control of the soul in opposition to the Christian way of life.  But Jude goes even further and emphasizes the licentiousness and sexual debauchery of the sensuality of these unbelievers.

“into licentiousness,”
is the ascensive or emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective MONOS, meaning “only” plus the noun DESPOTĒS, meaning “lord, master, owner.”  This word is only found three times in Scripture when used of Christ, Lk 13:25 p72; 2 Pet 2:1; Jude 4.  The best translation is “Master” which emphasizes our Lord's authority over His creation, which includes all unbelievers.

is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS plus the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “that is, our Lord Jesus Christ.”

 is the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present middle participle from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to deny, reject, or refuse.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the unbelievers who have slipped into the church.


The present tense is a perfective present, which describes something, which began in the past and continues into the present, but emphasizes the existing state of being.


The middle voice is deponent, functioning in an active sense, the unbelievers producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“in fact, having rejected the only Master, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Jude 4 corrected translation
“For certain godless men, who have been marked out long ago for this condemnation, have slipped in unnoticed, transforming the grace from our God into licentiousness, in fact, having rejected the only Master, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Explanation:
1.  The unbeliever was marked for condemnation in eternity past by God the Father as a part of the divine decrees.


a.  The unbeliever is condemned because he does not and will not believe in Christ.  Jn 16:8-9, “And He [Holy Spirit], when He comes, will convince the world concerning sin [the presence of the old sin nature in each person] and righteousness [the need for God's perfect righteousness for eternal salvation] and judgment [which God will impose on those who refuse to believe in Christ]; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.”


b.  The only sin for which Christ could not die on the Cross is the sin of rejection of Himself.  This is the sin that condemns the unbeliever to judgment before God at the last judgment.


c.  The unbeliever is not judged at the last judgment because of personal sins.  He is judged by God and found guilty because he does not have the perfect righteousness of God in himself.  Rev 20:12-15, “Then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne, and books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is [the book] of life; then the dead were judged from the things, which had been written in the books according to their works.  Then the sea gave up the dead [Nephilim], those in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead, those in them; then they were judged, each one, according to their works [human good].  Then death, even Hades was thrown into the lake of fire.  This, the lake of fire, is the second death.  And if anyone was not found [registered] written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”


d.  The unbeliever completely and thoroughly understands the need for salvation from the eternal judgment of God, yet openly and arrogantly rejects salvation by grace.  Some unbelievers are openly antagonistic and just plain hate God.  However, most unbelievers have nothing against God; they just prefer to think that they are a good enough person to go to heaven and don't really need to believe in Christ to do so.  This is the self-righteous, moral arrogance, which rejects Christ as personal savior.


e.  God the Father knew all this in eternity past as a part of His omniscience, since He knows every way each human will decide before we ever make any decision for or against Christ.  God then programs these negative decisions of the unbeliever to not believe in Christ into the divine decrees.  The result at the last judgment is condemnation to the eternal lake of fire.


f.  Peter taught this same principle in 1 Pet 2:8, “also, ‘The stone that causes men to stumble and the rock which gives offense.’  Those who are disobedient are stumbling at this message; for this they were also appointed.”
2.  Jude then states that these unbelievers have slipped in unnoticed into the local churches.


a.  There will always be unbelievers in every congregation.  This is not a bad thing, but a wonderful thing.  It is wonderful for two reasons.



(1)  They constantly get to hear the gospel and have another chance at salvation.



(2)  They are a source of testing for believers who are advancing spiritually and need a little people testing.


b.  Some unbelievers in local churches are quiet and nice and friendly and just want a little social life with other nice people.  They aren't hurting anyone and don't need to be thrown out of the church.


c.  Other unbelievers in local churches are actively opposed to the teaching of the word of God and want Scripture turned, twisted, manipulated, and changed to mean what they want it to mean to suit their purposes.  This is what was going on in the local churches to which Jude writes.  This was happening in the Corinthian church and it was now also happening in some of the local churches in Asia Minor.


d.  This problem had become so bad that these unbelievers were starting to persuade believers to take advantage of the grace of God and use their Christian freedom to get involved in emotional revolt of the soul activities, both moral emotional mania and immoral emotional mania.  Emotional mania is the “high” a person gets from their emotions controlling their soul.



(1)  Moral emotional mania is the activities of such people as the Pentecostal crowd, the holy rollers.



(2)  Immoral emotional mania is the activities of licentiousness, immoral sexual activity, debauchery, gross sensuality.


e.  This same problem had begun thirty years earlier in the churches to which Paul and Peter ministered.



(1)  Gal 2:4, “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”



(2)  2 Pet 2:1 “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves.”



(3)  Acts 15:1, “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’”



(4)  Acts 15:24, “Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls.”



(5)  Rom 8:15, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”


(6)  2 Cor 11:13, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.”



(7)  Gal 1:6-7, “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”



(8)  Gal 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” cf. Gal 5:13, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”



(9)  Jam 1:25, “But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty [the word of God], and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.”
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