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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These men” and refers to the false teachers.

is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning: “are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It is almost a static present for a condition which perpetually exists as long as these men are unbelievers and/or believers antagonistic to the word of God.


The active voice indicates that these men produce the action described in the rest of this verse.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the articular predicate nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb APODIORIZW, which means basically “to divide, to separate” and the causative active voice means “to cause divisions, to cause separations.”  The meaning is expressed two ways:


1.  “to judge that there is a significant distinction between two or more objects or events –  ‘to make a distinction between, to draw a line between, to separate one from another.’”

2.  “to cause or instigate divisions between people - ‘to cause divisions.’” ‘To cause divisions’ may be expressed in a number of languages in idiomatic ways, for example, ‘to cause people to turn their backs on one another’ or ‘to cause people to no longer speak to one another’ or ‘to cause people to form parties against one another.’

The article is used as a demonstrative and relative pronoun and is translated “those who.”

The nominative masculine plural is a predicate nominative and refers to the false teachers.


The present tense is a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice is a causative active voice, the false teachers being the ones who cause the action of divisions to take place among believers.


The participle is circumstantial.

“These men are those who cause divisions,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PSUCHIKOS, meaning “pertaining to the soul or life.”  In our literature it always denotes the life of the natural world and whatever belongs to it, in contrast to the supernatural world, which is characterized by .  It is used by Paul in 1 Cor 2:14 to refer to the unbeliever, – an unspiritual man, one who lives on the purely material plane, without being touched by the Spirit of God.  It can be translated “soulish men” in this sense.  Jude calls the teachers of error worldly men, who do not have the Spirit, thereby taking over the terminology of his Gnostic opponents, but applying to the Gnostics the epithets, which they used of the orthodox Christians.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit.”  This is a reference to God the Holy Spirit because of the absence of the article, which emphasizes the uniqueness and high quality of this Spirit as opposed to all other “spirits.”  This is a reference to the indwelling and filling of God the Holy Spirit.

is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not” plus the predicate nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the false teachers.


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a condition, which perpetually exists as long as these men are unbelievers.


The active voice indicates that these men produce the action of not having God the Holy Spirit in their lives.


The participle is circumstantial.

“unspiritual men, not having the Spirit.”
Jude 19 corrected translation
“These men are those who cause divisions, unspiritual men, not having the Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  Jude finishes his treatise about these unbeliever false teachers with three final characteristics.


a.  They cause divisions among believers.


b.  They are unspiritual.


c.  They have no relationship with God the Holy Spirit.

2.  They cause divisions among believers.


a.  Paul dwelt with this same problem among the Corinthians.



(1)  1 Cor 1:10ff

1 Cor 1:10, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
1 Cor 1:11, “For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.”
1 Cor 1:12, “Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I of Cephas,’ and ‘I of Christ.’”
1 Cor 1:13, “Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”
1 Cor 1:14, “I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,”
1 Cor 1:15, “so that no one would say you were baptized in my name.”
1 Cor 1:16, “Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.”
1 Cor 1:17, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.”


(2)  1 Cor 11:18-19, “For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it.  For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.”

b.  False teachers create divisions among believers by creating false standards of spirituality.  Paul gives us an example of one such false standard of spirituality – baptism.


c.  Some of the false standards of spirituality used by false teachers include: any method of salvation by works, any method of spirituality by works, prayer (frequency, longevity), baptism (being necessary for salvation, or emersion being better than sprinkling), the manner of the observance of the Lord’s supper (transubstantiation).


d.  False teachers then use the false standards of spirituality to criticize those who do not live up to or agree with their false standards.  This creates an “us versus them” attitude of antagonism.


e.  Criticizing, maligning, judging, and other verbal sins are the tools of the false teacher to create divisions among believers.


f.  The success of Satan and his false teachers can be seen by all the denominations in Christianity.  Christ has not been divided into Lutherans, Baptists, Episcopalians, and Presbyterians has He?  Of course not!

3.  These unbeliever false teachers are unspiritual.


a.  They have no spiritual life because they have no relationship with God.


b.  They are incapable of having a spiritual life because they have no human spirit.


c.  They cannot have a human spirit apart from regeneration, and since they refuse to believe in Christ alone for salvation, they have not been born again and have not had the human spirit come alive within them through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  Paul also taught about this problem in 1 Corinthians 3.

1 Cor 3:1, “And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh [unbelievers], as to infants in Christ.”
1 Cor 3:2, “I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,”
1 Cor 3:3, “for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?”
1 Cor 3:4, “For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men [acting like unbelievers]?”
1 Cor 3:5, “What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.”
1 Cor 3:6, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.” 
1 Cor 3:7, “So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth [Get your eyes off people].”
1 Cor 3:8, “Now he who plants and he who waters are one [Paul and Apollos were in harmony with each other because they were in harmony with God as mature believers]; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.”
1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.”
1 Cor 3:10, “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it [a warning to the false teachers, the divisionists in the congregation].”
1 Cor 3:11, “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
1 Cor 3:12, “Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,”
1 Cor 3:13, “each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.”
1 Cor 3:14, “If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.”
1 Cor 3:15, “If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”
1 Cor 3:16, “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you [a hidden challenge to the unbeliever false teachers]?”
1 Cor 3:17, “If any man destroys the temple of God [through false doctrine and false spirituality], God will destroy him [the false teacher], for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”
1 Cor 3:18, “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age [which is exactly what the false teachers thought – that they knew better than Paul and Apollos], he must become foolish [as if he knew nothing about spiritual matters], so that he may become wise [about the spiritual life].”
1 Cor 3:19, “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, ‘He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness’;”
1 Cor 3:20, “and again, ‘The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless.’”
1 Cor 3:21, “So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you,”
1 Cor 3:22. “whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you,”
1 Cor 3:23, “and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.”
4.  They have no relationship with God the Holy Spirit.  They are neither filled with God the Holy Spirit nor indwelt by God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, they have no ability to understand anything about God or the spiritual life.  Paul explained this in detail in 1 Corinthians 2.

1 Cor 2:6, “Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;”
1 Cor 2:7, “but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom that God predestined before the ages to our glory;”
1 Cor 2:8, “the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;”
1 Cor 2:9, “but just as it is written, ‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.’”
1 Cor 2:10, “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.”
1 Cor 2:11, “For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”
1 Cor 2:12, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,”
1 Cor 2:13, “which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”
1 Cor 2:14, “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood.”
1 Cor 2:15, “But he who is spiritual understands all things, yet he himself is understood by no one.”
1 Cor 2:16, “For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he will instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.”
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