John 1:1
John 9:5


 is the temporal particle HOTAN, which is used “with the present subjunctive, when the action of the subordinate clause is contemporaneous with that of the main clause.  Usually of (regularly) repeated action, meaning: whenever, as often as, every time that.”
  Instead of “as often as” we would say “As long as.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being in the world.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses where the temporal element is indefinite.

“As long as I am in the world,”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “the Light.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: I am.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The state of being is merely presented as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world” in the sense of “for the advantage of the world.”
“I am the Light of the world.’”
Jn 9:5 corrected translation
“As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.’”
Explanation:
1.  “As long as I am in the world,”

a.  Jesus continues with His answer to His disciples by indicating that He has a limited time in the world.  The adverb of time “as long as” does not indicate an unlimited time, but a limited time.  In the case of Jesus, He only has six more months before His crucifixion.

b.  Jesus has a limited time to continue to do the works of the Father, which include the presentation of the gospel, the revealing of Himself as the Messiah, the healing of those in need, and the final preparation of the disciples for their spiritual life after His return to heaven.

c.  “The temporal clause translated ‘While I am in the world’ when linked to the ‘I am’ saying of Jn 9:5 functions both as a messianic statement and as an announcement to Jesus’ disciples that his earthly role was definitely to be limited in time.  Such a limitation was contrary to some popular theories that the earthly Messiah and messianic age would last forever (cf. Jn 12:34).  The concept of time, of course, is another example of double-level Johannine thinking.”

2.  “I am the Light of the world.’”

a.  The “Light of the world” is one of the titles of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The emphasis is on the fact that He is the revealer of truth.  The truth He reveals is the Father’s unconditional love for all mankind.  This truth is revealed in two ways: by what Jesus tells people about the Father and by what Jesus will demonstrate on the Cross.

b.  Jesus is the light that enlightens everyone who wants to know the truth.  There is no other light in the world except the Lord Jesus Christ.  Those who believe in Christ reflect His light.

c.  That Jesus would be the Light of the world is prophesied by Isaiah, “I will also make you a light for the nations that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isa 49:6).


d.  John made other statements regarding Himself as the light.



(1)  Jn 1:4-5, “In Him was the life, and that life kept on being the light for the benefit of men.  And the light kept on shining in the darkness, but the darkness did not understand it.”


(2)  Jn 1:7-9, “He [John the Baptist] came as a testimony, to testify about the Light, in order that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.  There was the true Light, which, coming into the world, enlightens all men.”


(3)  Jn 3:19-21, “Now this is the process of judgment that the Light has come into the world, and yet men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light, and does not come to the Light, in order that his deeds might not be exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, in order that his deeds may be revealed, since they have been performed under the influence of God.”



(4)  Jn 8:12, “Then again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will absolutely not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”


(5)  Jn 12:35, “So Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you.  Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.’”



(6)  Jn 12:46, “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”


e.  Jesus will restore the sight of this blind man, so that he might not only see the literal light of the world, but also the spiritual Light of the world.


f.  As the representatives and ambassadors for Christ, we are the light of the world as well according our Lord’s statement in Mt 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”


g.   “The Lord, of course, did not cease to be the Light of the world after His death, since He carried on His ministry through the disciples (Mt 28:18–20).  Yet that Light shone most clearly and brightly during His earthly ministry.  What Jesus told the disciples applies to all believers.  They are to serve God with a sense of urgency, ‘making the most of [their] time, because the days are evil’ (Eph 5:16; Col 4:5).  The noble Puritan pastor Richard Baxter captured that sense of urgency when he wrote, ‘I preached as never sure to preach again, and as a dying man to dying men’ (cited in I. D. E. Thomas, A Puritan Golden Treasury [Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1977], p. 223).”


h.  “Jesus is the Light of the world.  The only people who cannot see the light are blind people and those who refuse to look, those who make themselves blind.  The beggar was physically blind and spiritually blind, yet both his eyes and his heart were opened.  Why?  Because he listened to the Word, believed it, obeyed, and experienced the grace of God.  The Pharisees had good physical vision, but they were blind spiritually.  Had they listened to the Word and sincerely considered the evidence, they too would have believed on Jesus Christ and been born again.”


i.  “The miracle about to be narrated is a sign that Jesus is the source of light for all humankind.”
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