John 1:1
John 9:38


 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” (“a marker linking narrative segments, meaning: now, then, and, so, that is”).

  With this we have the nominative masculine singular article, used as a third personal singular personal pronoun “he” and referring to the healed man.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PHĒMI, which means “to say; affirm: he said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the healed man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe: I believe.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present, which describes what has happened at this very moment as a fact without emphasis on its duration.  It simply states the present fact.


The active voice indicates that the healed man produces the action of believing that Jesus is God incarnate, the Messiah.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the vocative masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord.”

“Then he said, ‘I believe, Lord.’”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship: he worshiped.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the healed man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“And he worshiped Him.”
Jn 9:38 corrected translation
“Then he said, ‘I believe, Lord.’  And he worshiped Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then he said, ‘I believe, Lord.’”

a.  The formerly blind man responds with positive volition to the Lord’s identification of Himself as the Son of Man, the Messiah.  He believes in Jesus as the Christ.  As Westcott says, the order of the words “I believe” before the word “Lord” is significant.


b.  The vocative noun KURIOS indicates the man’s recognition of the deity of Jesus.  He believes that Jesus is God.  His words “I believe” indicates that He believes that Jesus is God incarnate.

c.  The man was perfectly and totally saved at this moment.  He didn’t need to live a good life to prove that he believed in Jesus.  He didn’t need to be baptized.  He didn’t need to do anything or add anything to his faith in Jesus.  He just needed to believe in Jesus.


d.  Putting one’s faith, trust or confidence in Jesus is the only requirement for eternal salvation and eternal life.  Everything added to it is the attempt to be justified before God by what we do.


e.  “On the one hand, believing involves a new and different kind of seeing, as illustrated by the incident of the man born blind and its conclusion.  The blind man’s physical eyes were opened, and his ‘inner eyes’ were opened as well, for he ultimately came to personal faith in Jesus.  On the other hand the Pharisees, who possessed physical sight, were spiritually blind and continued, ironically, to plunge headlong into spiritual darkness (Jn 9:39–41).”

2.  “And he worshiped Him.”

a.  Then the man did something to indicate he had believed in Jesus—he worshipped Him.  John does not tell us the nature of the worship; that is, whether the man prostrated himself on the ground before Jesus, which is meaning of the verb PROSKUNEW.  We have to wonder exactly what the worship entailed, since to worship Jesus in such a manner would be considered idolatry in the eyes of the self-righteous Pharisees, who would then have cause to stone both the man and Jesus.  “His worship of Jesus replaced his worship in the synagogue. The Jews had cast him out of the synagogue, but Jesus does not cast out those who come to Him (Jn 6:37).”


b.  The man’s worship was certainly mental, and probably verbal, but beyond that we cannot say with any dogmatism what the man did.  It is enough to know that as a believer the man worshipped Jesus as the Christ.  “The use here of the term ‘worship’ as applied to Jesus is unique in this Gospel.  While the term can be used in secular parlance for rendering ‘obeisance’ or prostrating oneself before another human and kissing the person’s feet in an act of utmost respect, in the biblical context the term, when applied to God, is meant to signify worship.  Some scholars, like Beasley-Murray, do not consider that the expression means the man ‘worshiped’ Jesus, even though that is what the text says.  But they consider that it means worshiping God since for them the stage of authentic believing in Jesus had not yet been reached in the Gospel of John.  I regard this story, however, to be a high point in the Festival Cycle as far as a confession of Jesus is concerned.  Moreover, when taken together, the unique use of ‘Lord’ and the linkage to ‘believing’ and ‘worship’ (of a God figure) all function as a window into the Thomas confession of ‘My Lord and my God!’ (Jn 20:28).  Coming from a blind man who committed himself to the truth of transformation without having seen his transformer in person, his confession illustrates Jesus’ blessing announced to Thomas upon those who would believe without seeing (cf. Jn 20:29).”


c.  Not stated, but implied is that Jesus accepted the man’s worship without stopping him (as an angel would—see John’s interaction with angels in Revelation, where the angel tells John to stop worshipping him), indicating that Jesus is God and deserves to be worshipped as God. 



(1)  “Jesus accepted worship from this new convert as he later did from Thomas who called him ‘God’ (Jn 20:28).”



(2)  “During Our Lord’s lifetime He was often the object of worship (Mt 2:11; 8:2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 20:20; 28:9, 17; Mk 5:6; Jn 9:38).”



(3)  “That Jesus did not reject the man’s worship indicates He is God.”


d.  Any self-righteous, unbelieving Pharisee seeing Jesus accept the worship of a man would immediately have enough cause to stone Jesus, since Jesus has assumed the prerogative of God by accepting the worship that belongs to God alone.
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