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
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: heard.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and explaining what was heard.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EKBALLW, which means “to cast out; to throw out: and in a technical sense here to excommunicate.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “had.”

The active voice indicates that the Pharisaic leaders of the synagogue produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the healed man.  Then we have the adverb of place EXW, which means “out; outside.”

“Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb, and is translated “after finding him.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the once blind man.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“and after finding him, He said,”
 is the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the once blind man.  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the healed man may be producing the action.


The indicative mood is interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “in the Son of Man.”
“‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’”
Jn 9:35 corrected translation
“Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and after finding him, He said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,”

a.  Word spread fast in Jerusalem that the blind beggar who had been healed by Jesus had been excommunicated from the synagogue.  The Pharisees in particular would have wanted it made known that they weren’t going to put up with anyone believing in Jesus or proclaiming Him Messiah or being healed by Him.  The Pharisees wanted the threatening message to go out to everyone that if they didn’t want to be excommunicated from their synagogue, then they better not have anything to do with Jesus.  This was the beginning of the split between the synagogue and the church.

b.  So word spreads quickly through Jerusalem and Jesus hears from His followers what has happened to the man at the hands of the Pharisees.  The man has been thrown out of the synagogue, but he is about to join the followers of Jesus and will eventually (in 8 months) become a founding member of the Jerusalem church.  I think this man was surely one of the followers of Jesus gathered together in an upper room in Jerusalem on Pentecost.
2.  “and after finding him, He said,”

a.  Jesus goes looking for the man; the man did not have to find Jesus.  Jesus comes looking for every unbeliever who shows the tiniest bit of desire to have a relationship with God.

b.  It would not have been difficult for Jesus to find the man.  He was the latest news and people from all over the city would have been going to his house to see him and see if the story was true about his being born blind from birth, being healed, and being excommunicated.  We should also consider that Jesus may have had one of His followers escort the man to the pool of Siloam and then go with him back to his home, so that that same follower may have been able to guide Jesus directly to the man’s home.  Regardless of how it happened, it would not have been hard for Jesus to find where this man lived.


c.  The important thing here to consider is that Jesus knows that this is the perfect time to present the gospel to this man in order to save Him, and does what only He can do to make that happen.  Just as Jesus had to go to the road outside of Damascus to find a ‘sinner’ and declare Himself to him, so Jesus goes to this man inside Jerusalem to find a ‘sinner’ and declare Himself to him.  Wouldn’t it be poetic justice (and God’s sense of humor) if the Pharisee, Saul of Tarsus, was one of the Pharisees sitting in judgment of this man’s case and one of the judges who declared him excommunicated.

d.  Jesus goes to this man, when the most terrible religious and social thing that could possibly happen to him in Jewish society occurs.  He has been totally ostracized by the leaders of his synagogue and no one who knows him is now supposed to have anything to do with him.  He probably can no longer stay at his parents home (they can’t help him or they risk probable excommunication for doing so).  He doesn’t have a job.  He is really in a state of hopelessness and helplessness, in spite of now being able to see.  Jesus comes to him at the time when He needs God’s help the most.

e.  “The man would have recognized Jesus’ voice, for blind people are particularly good at this.”

3.  “‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’”

a.  Again we don’t get all of the conversation from John.  Jesus certainly would not just walk up to the man and say these words without any preliminary introduction.  Jesus would have greeted him, introduced Himself, and tell him that He knows what has happened to him.  Then He would have asked this question.  Remember that John always gives us the short version of what happened and what was said.  John goes right to the heart of the matter.  None of us walk up to an unbeliever who has never met us and just blurt out, “Do you believe in Christ?”  Neither did Jesus.

b.  So at the appropriate moment after revealing to the man that the person standing before him is the same person who made the mud pack and put it on his eyes and told him to go wash it off, Jesus asks the most important question ever asked in this man’s life.  The question is equivalent of asking him if he believes in God and if he believes that Jesus is God incarnate; that is, if he believes that Jesus is the Messiah.  “This was a call to commitment.  ‘Son of Man’ is a title of Messiah.”
 


c.  The title “Son of Man.”



(1)  “No attempts are made in the Gospels to explain the meaning of the phrase.  This absence of any definition or explanation may imply that the designation was so well known to Jesus’ contemporaries that any such explanation would be superfluous.  Alternately, the same phenomenon may be explained by supposing that the title was so familiar to the Evangelists that they assumed that their readers would not require explanation or definition.  Another significant feature about the Greek phrase HO HUIOS TOU ANTHRWPOU (‘the Son of Man’) is that, with the exception of Jn 5:27, it always has the definite article [ = HO], suggesting that it referred to a well-known entity.  It may, therefore, reflect an Aramaic expression that did not simply mean ‘son of man’ but ‘the Son of man,’ or ‘that Son of man.’  C. F. D. Moule, who considered the Son of man figure in Dan 7 of decisive importance for understanding the designation in the Gospels, has suggested that Jesus alluded to ‘the [well-known, Danielic] Son of man’.  Jesus is never addressed as the Son of man in the Gospels, nor is the designation ever used in credal form like the titles Christ, Son of God, and Lord. (The closest to a use of Son of man as a confessional designation is reflected in Jn 9:35–37.)  The Son of man sayings in the Synoptic Gospels were classified into three groups: (1) as presently at work (the earthly Son of man sayings), e.g., the Son of man has authority over the sabbath, the Son of man has authority to forgive sins; (2) as suffering, dying, and rising again, e.g., the Synoptic passion and resurrection predictions; and (3) as coming again in eschatological glory, coming with the clouds, or simply coming, and the  gathering of the elect, and of the Son of man acting on God’s behalf as the eschatological judge. The largest number of sayings are those that concern the coming or eschatological Son of man (twenty-seven occurrences).  The thirteen occurrences of the phrase Son of man in John do not easily or naturally fit into this classification.  The preexistence of the Son of man, referred to in Jn 3:13 and 6:62, is a feature found only in the Fourth Gospel.  Most occurrences of the Son of man designation refer to his suffering and death, which are regarded as constituting his exaltation.  The Johannine ‘Son of man’ is a title that is not interchangeable with either ‘Son’ or ‘Son of God’.  Rather the title ‘Son of man’ is used of the present earthly activities of Jesus as revealer and judge.  Though He has come from heaven, the title refers to neither His pre-incarnate nor His post-incarnate state.  J. L. Martyn has demonstrated that in four extensive passages the Evangelist never allowed the identification of Jesus as the prophet or the Messiah to be emphasized without replacing it with the ‘Son of man’ title (cf. 3:1–14; 6:14–53; 7:25–8:28; 9:17–41; Martyn, pp. 130–35).”
  Thus we see here that when Jesus used the title ‘Son of Man’ He was referring to ‘the Messiah’.  Therefore, Jesus was asking the healed man if he believed in the Messiah.


(2)  Jesus consistently used the title the Son of Man as a title of His true humanity on earth as the incarnate God of Israel.  “In the OT the phrase occurs often as a designation for ‘humanity’ or a ‘human being’ in contrast with divine prerogatives.”
  To believe in the “Son of Man” was to believe that the God of Israel was incarnate and living among His people.  So Jesus was asking the man if the man believed that He, Jesus, was God incarnate, the God of Israel, the Messiah.



(3)  Notice our Lord’s use of the title Son of Man and its relevant meaning.




(a)  The title is derived from the vision in Dan 7:13-14, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days [God the Father] and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; 

and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”



(b)  The Son of Man has authority to forgive sins, Mk 2:10.



(c)  The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath, Mk 2:28.




(d)  The Son of Man must suffer, die, and be resurrected, Mk 8:31; 9:31.



(e)  The Son of Man gives His life as a ransom for many, Mk 9:12; 10:45.




(f)  The Son of Man comes in the glory of His Father and the holy angels, Mk 8:38.




(g)  The Son of Man sits at the right hand of God the Father, Mk 14:62.




(h)  The Son of Man will repay every man according to his deeds, Mt 16:27.




(i)  “In John’s Gospel Son of Man is applied to Jesus as the one sent by God who descends from heaven and returns in exaltation (Jn 1:51; 3:13; 6:62).”



(4)  “Jesus commonly used the title ‘Son of Man’ to refer to His mission (Jn 1:51; 3:13–14; 5:27; 6:27, 53, 62; 8:28; 9:35; 12:23, 34; 13:31).﻿  The origin of the term is undoubtedly Dan 7:13 and reference to the heavenly being who receives the kingdoms of this world.  The term is a complex one that seems to involve several ideas: the deity of the Son (note the equation of Son of Man with Son of God in Jn 5:25, 27); the royalty of the Son in that He receives dominion, glory, and a kingdom (Dan 7:13); the humanity of the Son in that He suffers (Jn 3:14; 12:23, 34); the heavenly glory of the Son since He came down from heaven (Jn 1:51; 3:13; 6:32); and the salvation the Son came to bring (Jn 6:27, 53; 9:35).  The term, ‘the Son of Man’, then points us to Christ’s conception of Himself as of heavenly origin and as the possessor of heavenly glory.  At one and the same time it points us to His lowliness and His sufferings for men. The two are the same.”


d.  “Although the healed man had been excluded [from the synagogue], the searching Jesus did not leave the poor man in distress.  He ‘found’ him as he ‘found’ the first disciples and even as he found the defensive, turn-coat paralytic (Jn 5:14).  In this encounter the blind man proved he was cut from a different mold than the paralytic because self-preservation was not his goal.  Moreover, he proved to be one of the best models of integrity in the Gospel.  The question that Jesus asked him concerning his believing in the Son of Man probed him to the very core of his being.  Here believing did not mean the mere acceptance of signs but the active commitment of himself to the Son of Man, who brought God’s hope and forgiveness to the world.  The man had already proven himself to be faithful in spite of his never having seen Jesus.  As such he was a pre-resurrection example of the believers who were to come (cf. Jn 20:29), and he also faced persecution as the Christians would experience it in the post-resurrection era.  The use of ‘Son of Man’ in this context is to be linked with the overwhelming use in John of the Son of Man theme as the incarnate revelation of God who gave his life for the world.”


e.  “When Jesus heard that they had put him out of the synagogue, He went to find him.  Just as He did in granting him his physical sight, the Lord took the initiative in opening his spiritual eyes.  Rejected by the religious leaders, he was sought by the Redeemer.  If God did not take the initiative in salvation, no one would be saved, since sinners cannot seek Him on their own.  Just as the physically blind are incapable of restoring their own sight, so also the spiritually dead and blind cannot live or see by their own will or power.  Salvation depends on God’s initiative, power, and sovereign grace.  After finding him, Jesus asked the formerly blind man the crucial question, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” By using the personal pronoun ‘you’ in addition to the verb, Jesus emphasized the man’s need to respond; the question could be translated, ‘You … do you believe in the Son of Man?’ not just as a miracle worker with power from God, but as Messiah.  In this way, the man was confronted with his need to place his trust for forgiveness and salvation in Christ as his Lord and Savior. The title Son of Man is messianic.”
  In other words, Jesus was asking the man if he believed that Jesus was the Messiah.

f.  “The Good Shepherd always cares for His sheep.  Jesus knew that the man had been excommunicated, so He found him and revealed Himself to him.  Remember, the man knew our Lord’s voice, but he had never seen His face.  The man now reached the climax of his knowledge of Jesus Christ and his faith in Him.  It is not enough to believe that He is ‘a man called Jesus,’ or even ‘a prophet’ or ‘a man of God’.  ‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God’ (1 Jn 5:1).  John wrote his Gospel to prove that Jesus is the Son of God, and to present to his readers the testimonies of people who met Jesus and affirmed that He is God’s Son.  This beggar is one such witness.”
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