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
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But; However.”  With this we have the nominative subject from first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “I.”  Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say; speak; tell.”

The present tense is an aoristic or durative present, which describes a timeless fact or an action that began in the past and continues in the present.  As a durative present it should be translated “I keep on telling.”  As an aoristic present it should be translated “I tell.”  Both possibilities are equally true.

The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“But because I tell the truth,”
 is the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these Pharisees and leaders of Israel are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.

“you do not believe Me.”
Jn 8:45 corrected translation
“But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “But because I tell the truth,”

a.  In contrast to the devil, who is the father of lies and teaches his children to lie, the Lord Jesus Christ tells the truth.  There was never a single word spoken by Jesus during the First Advent that was not the total truth.  Jesus is repeating His statement in Jn 8:40, “a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God.”  These unbelieving Jews didn’t want to hear the truth.  Those opposed to God don’t want to hear about the need for salvation, the Last Judgment, or the lake of fire.  They are afraid that these things are true, and think that by not hearing about them, it makes them untrue.  This is a form of self-deception.  These Jews hated Jesus for telling them the truth that they did not want to hear.

b.  The definitive Scripture on the truthfulness of Jesus during the First Advent is found in 1 Pet 2:22, “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.”


c.  In contrast to the humanity of Christ, lying and deceit is characteristic of unbelievers according to Rom 1:29, “being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossipers.”  Truthfulness is characteristic of Christ.


d.  The devil and other fallen angels are filled with lying and deceit and teach their children [unbelievers] to be like them.  An example of the devil teaching his children to lie is found in Acts 13:8-10, “But Elymas the magician was opposing them [Paul and Barnabas] (for thus his name is translated), seeking to mislead the proconsul away from the faith.  But Saul; that is, Paul, having been filled with the Holy Spirit, after looking intently at him, said, ‘How full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, enemy of all righteousness!  Should you not stop making crooked the straight ways of the Lord?”

e.  Deceit is characteristic of demons and false teachers, 1 Tim 4:1-2, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, by means of hypocrisy from the source of liars, who because they have branded with a branding iron their own conscience,…”


f.  Deceit and other verbal sins are to be avoided by believers, 1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders.”

2.  “you do not believe Me.”

a.  These unbelieving Jews didn’t want to believe what Jesus had to say because He was telling them that He was the Son of God, the Messiah, from God the Father, the God of Israel, and that they needed to believe in Him and trust Him for their salvation.

b.  These Jews wanted a political Messiah, not a spiritual one.

c.  These unbelievers wanted a Messiah, that didn’t tell them they were unrighteous and no better than the Gentiles.


d.  These unbelievers wanted a Messiah, who accepted them based upon their physical heritage and self-righteousness.

e.  Therefore, they didn’t want Jesus telling them what they needed.  They just wanted Jesus to give them what they wanted.  They didn’t believe Jesus, because He wasn’t giving them what they wanted.  Instead, He was telling them the truth, and they couldn’t handle the truth.


f.  The comments of commentators:


(1)  “We must not underestimate the impact of sin on our ability to think through these matters clearly.  A substantial element in our original fall was the unbridled lust for self-sufficiency, for independent knowledge.  We wanted to be the centre of the universe—and that is the heart of all idolatry.  Jn 8:45 reports Jesus addressing his opponents in these shocking words: ‘Yet because I tell you the truth, you do not believe me!’  If it is the truth itself that ensures our unbelief, how deep and tragic and abominable is our lostness.  Small wonder, then, that God does not present himself to us in such a way that we may feel we can control him.  Those who demand signs of Jesus are firmly rebuked, for he knows that to give in to such demands would be to submit to the agenda of others.  He would quickly be domesticated, nothing more than a magical, spiritual genie.”



(2)  “Because of their alignment with the devil (their father, who has always been the source of error and lying), they were unable to recognize truth for what it was.  Moreover, they did not even show evidence of the basic rudiments of believing.”



(3)  “By rejecting the truth incarnate (Jn 1:17; 14:6; Eph 4:21), the Jewish leaders unarguably marked themselves as children of Satan.  As children of the father of lies they were unable and unwilling to receive the truth.”
  I disagree with part of this statement.  These Jews were certainly unwilling to receive the truth, but they were clearly “able” not “unable” to receive the truth; for Jesus was trying desperately to get them to do so by having this conversation with them.  He was not willing that they should perish.  He wanted them to believe in Him.  If they were completely unable to believe in Him, then what is the point of Jesus talking to them or any unbeliever for that matter?


(4)  “Jesus, in contrast with them, lives in truth and proclaims it.  Since unbelievers love darkness not light (Jn 3:19-20), and falsehood not reality, they reject Jesus.”



(5)  Truth always demands faith; this is the very law of our concreated moral nature.  To reject the truth because it is the truth is to turn devilish.”



(6)  “What ordinarily causes a man to be believed is the fact that he speaks the truth.  Jesus has with the Jews the opposite experience.  They are so swayed by falsehood, by which their father has blinded their hearts, that precisely because He speaks the truth, He does not find credence with them.”
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