John 1:1
John 8:35


 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS, meaning “the slave.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue, reside, live, etc.”

The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which views the action as an unchanging fact without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the slave produces the action of not remaining.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, meaning “in the house.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, meaning literally “for the ages,” but is an idiom, meaning “forever.”

“However the slave does not remain in the house forever;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the son,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue, reside, live, etc.”


The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which views the action as an unchanging fact without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the son produces the action of remaining.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, meaning literally “for the ages,” but is an idiom, meaning “forever.”

“the son remains forever.”
Jn 8:35 corrected translation
“However the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.”
Explanation:
1.  “However the slave does not remain in the house forever;”

a.  In contrast to the fact that everyone who commits sin is a slave of the sin nature, the person who is slave to sin does not remain a slave forever.  They have the opportunity to be redeemed.  In the ancient world a slave could be redeemed from slavery three ways:


(1)  The slave owner frees the slave out of gratitude for the slave’s service.



(2)  The slave pays the redemption price for his manumission.  He worked hard, saved his money, and paid the price for his own redemption.



(3)  Someone else graciously paid the price for the redemption of the slave.  This is the only analogy that fits the teaching of Scripture.


b.  The slave had the free will to remain a slave until death.  Since slavery brought great security and other things to the person who was a slave.

c.  In Jesus’ analogy here, the slave refers to the unbeliever, who is born into slavery to sin and has a functioning sin nature that continues to work until the death of that unbeliever.  The house represents the person’s life on earth.  The unbeliever does not remain in the house forever, but leaves his house upon death and has no place in the kingdom of God.

2.  “the son remains forever.”

a.  The Son’s home is in heaven, where He remains with the Father forever.  The home in which the Son remains forever could also be a reference to the kingdom of God.  The Son of God remains or continues forever in the house of God, the kingdom of God, which is true for both the Son of God and the sons of God.  In contrast, the unbeliever does not continue or remain in the house or kingdom of God.  The unbeliever is cast into outer darkness, “Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth,” Mt 25:30.

b.  This is another indirect statement by Jesus that He has eternal life as God.

c.  A similar analogy is used in Heb 3:5-6, “Now on the one hand Moses [was] faithful in all His house as a servant as the proof of those things which would be spoken, but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”  Cf. Num 12:7, “Not so, with My servant Moses, he is faithful in all My household.”


d.  This is also related to Paul’s teaching in Gal 4:30-5:1, “But what does the Scripture say? ‘Cast out the young slave girl and her son.’  For the son of the young female slave will never inherit with the son of the free woman.  For this reason, brethren, we are not the children of the young slave girl but of the free woman.  In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”

e.  “Their [the Jewish unbeliever’s] concept of inheritance was also in jeopardy.  Because they were slaves, they were not actually sons or children who would inherit or who would remain in the house of the master.”


f.  “Just as Ishmael, Abraham’s slave son, was cast out of the house (Gen. 21:8-21), so those in sin are in danger.  Isaac was a son who belonged and therefore remained in the house. Were they like Ishmael, or Isaac?  The issue was not physical genealogy but spiritual kinship.”


g.  In grace Jesus is explaining to these unbelieving Jews that they are not the sons of God they think they are.  They are no different from Ishmael, who was just a slave and was forced to leave the house, which he could not share with the real son, Isaac.  They are slaves to their father, the devil.  They are slaves through their natural inclination to oppose and reject the love of God and commit sin.  They will not live forever in the kingdom or household of God as sons of God as long as they continue in their present attitude toward the true Son of God.


h.  This statement was clearly offensive to these self-righteous unbelievers.  It inflamed their anger even more.  Why is Jesus doing this?  To show them the function of their sin nature.  They are already in a state of mental murder toward Jesus, and soon they will pick up stones to stone Him.
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