John 1:1
John 8:32


 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” plus the second person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to understand; to ascertain; to grasp the significance or meaning of something: understand, comprehend:”
  you will know.”  The translation “come to know or come to understand” is also a good translation here, if the process of spiritual learning is being emphasized.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the believer) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”

“in fact you will know the truth,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to cause someone to be freed from domination: free, set free.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the truth will produce the action or cause the action to take place.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the unbelievers who become believers.
“and the truth will free you.’”
Jn 8:32 corrected translation
“in fact you will know the truth, and the truth will free you.’”
Explanation:
1.  “in fact you will know the truth,”

a.  Jesus continues His statement to those who have just believed in Him by emphasizing the importance of knowing the truth.

b.  The truth is a reference to the only real truth that matters in the universe—the truth about God, what God wants, what God does, who God is, and how we can please God.  This truth is eternal truth.  All other truth is transitory.


(1)  The laws of the universe; that is, the so-called ‘scientific laws’ are not eternal, permanent, or fixed in any way; for these so-called ‘laws’ will all pass away with the creation of a new heavens and new earth.  We have no idea what divine laws will govern the new heavens and new earth.


(2)  The laws of man, societies, governments, etc. will all pass away with the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will institute a new and perfect set of laws and justice for His millennial reign.



(3)  All the events of human history that we assume to be true now will not really be known until the Last Judgment of mankind.


c.  However, there is one truth that exists now and will exist forever, and that is the word of God—the Scriptures.  This is the truth about which Jesus speaks in this statement.  1 Tim 2:3-4, “This [is] good and acceptable in the opinion of God our Savior, Who desires all mankind to be saved and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”

d.  Jesus didn’t tell these believers that they could know the truth, but that they would know the truth.  It is a prophetic statement about what is going to take place in both the near and far future.



(1)  The primary truth of the near future these believers would learn was about the spiritual death of Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, His resurrection from the dead, His ascension into heaven and session at the right side of the Father, and finally the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.



(2)  The primary truth of the far future these believers would learn would be the content of the New Testament Scriptures, which would be completed during the lifetime of many of these people.  1 Jn 2:21, “I have not written to you because you do not know the truth but because you have come to know it, and because every lie is not from that truth.”

e.  To know the truth is to know Jesus; for He is the truth.



(1)  Jn 1:17, “Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses; grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”


(2)  “But this is more than formal knowledge of factual or theoretical truth.  It is knowledge of Jesus Himself as the truth.  He brings the truth in Himself (Jn 14:6), and to know Him is to know the One who is full of grace and truth (Jn 1:14).”


f.  To know the truth also means to walk in the truth.



(1)  2 Jn 4, “I was very pleased because I discovered [some] of your children walking in the truth, just as we have received a command from the Father.”


(3)  3 Jn 3-4, “For I was very happy, when the brethren came and testified about your truth [doctrine], how you keep on walking by means of the truth [the word of God].  I have no greater happiness than these things, that I keep hearing that my children [congregation] keep on walking in truth.”

g.  “Even Jesus’ enemies acknowledged His straightforwardness saying, ‘Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one’ (Mt 22:16).”


h.  “The inevitable blessing of believing in Jesus and continuing to obey His Word is to know the truth.  In a postmodern world, where the hope of discovering absolute truth has been largely abandoned, such knowledge is revolutionary.  Like Pilate, who asked the cynical question, ‘What is truth?’ (Jn 18:38), modern skeptics are left with nothing but their own ignorance and despair—the fruit of their futile search for truth apart from God.  The truth comes not only from knowing the revelation of Scripture concerning Christ, but also from being taught by the Holy Spirit, the ‘Spirit of truth’ (Jn 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 Jn 5:6).  The apostle John referred to the Spirit’s teaching of believers in 1 Jn 2:27 when he wrote, ‘As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.’  Scripture is the revelation of divine truth.  In it Jesus Christ, truth incarnate, is revealed, and through it the Holy Spirit teaches the truth to believers.  Thus Jesus prayed, ‘Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth’ (Jn 17:17; cf. Ps 119:142, 151, 160).”

2.  “and the truth will free you.’”

a.  The only truth that sets people free is God’s truth.

b.  The spiritual truth of the word of God frees the believer from slavery to his or her sin nature.  Prior to salvation we are slaves to our sin nature.  After salvation we have been set free from slavery to the sin nature.


(1)  Rom 6:16-18, “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in death or of obedience resulting in righteousness.  Now [let us be] thankful to God that [although on the one hand] you kept on being slaves of the sin nature, on the other hand you have obeyed by means of the heart the example of the teaching for the purpose of which [example of teaching] you were committed.  And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”



(2)  Rom 6:20-22, “For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were free [independent] with reference to righteousness.  Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from things which you are now ashamed, since the end of those things [is] death?  But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”

c.  Prior to salvation we were slaves to Satan and His cosmic system.  After salvation we have been set free from slavery to the worldly system of Satan.  We are free to think and act on behalf of God against Satan and every satanic thought or system of thinking.  Rom 8:2, “For the principle from the Spirit of Life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and of [spiritual] death.”

d.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Gal 5:1, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”



(2)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not [use] your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”


(3)  1 Cor 7:22-23, “For the slave who was called in the Lord is the freedman of the Lord.  Likewise the free person who was called is the slave of Christ.  You were bought for a price.  Stop becoming the slaves of men.”


(4)  Eph 4:21, “inasmuch as you have learned about Him and you have been taught in Him (since the truth is in Jesus)”

e.  “This chapter, which began with a debate on the truthfulness of Jesus’ witness (cf. Jn 8:14, 16), here returns to the subject of truth and emphasizes the relationship to freedom.  The statement in verse 32 has become classic.  Indeed, parts of it are embossed on the seals of colleges and universities.  The significance in such cases is normally understood to mean that academic learning is the key to liberty.  But that is hardly the meaning of Jn 8:32.  The meaning here involves knowing Jesus as truth, who brings a transforming sense of freedom to human life.  This verse is a statement neither advocating nor disparaging academics.  Moreover, it is not a statement advocating attachment to mere information or doctrine about Jesus.  It is instead a statement about a living relationship with the Son of God, ‘the truth,’ who gives freedom to human beings (cf. Jn 8:36).”


f.  “The reality of believing in Jesus, obeying His Word, and knowing the truth brings spiritual freedom.  Such freedom is multifaceted, and includes freedom from the bondage of falsehood, Satan (Jn 17:15; 2 Cor 4:4; 1 Jn 5:18), condemnation (Rom 8:1), judgment (Jn 3:18; 5:24), spiritual ignorance (8:12), spiritual death (8:51), and, most significantly in this context, sin (Rom 6:18, 22).  It was to liberate lost sinners that Jesus came into the world (Lk 19:10).  In the synagogue in His hometown of Nazareth, the Lord applied the following words from Isaiah to His ministry: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.  He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed’ (Lk 4:18).”


g.  “Christ’s liberating action is not a matter of socio-politico-economic improvement, as is sometimes suggested today, but relates to the following three points:


(1)  First, Christians have been set free from the law as a system of salvation. Being justified by faith in Christ, they are no longer under God’s law, but under his grace (Rom 3:19; 6:14-15; Gal 3:23-25).  This means that their standing with God rests wholly on the fact that they have been accepted and adopted in Christ.  It does not, nor ever will it, depend on what they do; it will never be imperiled by what they fail to do.  They live, and as long as they are in this world will live, not by being perfect, but by being forgiven.  All natural religion, then, is negated, for the natural instinct of fallen man, as expressed in every form of religion that the world has ever devised, is to suppose that one gains and keeps a right relationship with ultimate reality (whether conceived as a personal God or in other terms) by disciplines of law observance, right ritual, and asceticism.  This is how the world’s faiths prescribe the establishing of one’s own righteousness—the very thing Paul saw unbelieving Jews trying to do (Rom 10:3).  No human performance is ever good enough, for there are always wrong desires in the heart, along with a lack of right ones, regardless of how correct one’s outward motions are.  All the law can do is arouse, expose, and condemn the sin that permeates our moral makeup, and so make us aware of its reality, depth, and guilt. So the futility of treating the law as a covenant of works, and seeking righteousness by it, becomes plain, as does the misery of not knowing what else to do.  This is the bondage to the law from which Christ sets us free.


(2)  Second, Christians have been set free from sin’s domination (Jn 8:34-36; Rom 6:14-23).  Sin rules them no longer. In this respect, too, they have been liberated from bondage.


(3)  Third, Christians have been set free from the superstition that treats matter and physical pleasure as intrinsically evil.  Against this idea, Paul insists that Christians are free to enjoy as God’s good gifts all created things and the pleasures that they yield (1 Tim 4:1-5), provided only that we do not transgress the moral law in our enjoyments or hinder our own spiritual well-being or that of others (1 Cor 6:12-13; 8:7-13).  The Reformers renewed this emphasis against various forms of medieval legalism.”
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