John 1:1
John 7:49


 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OCHLOS and the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective, meaning “this crowd.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective EPARATOS, which means “being pronounced outside the realm of the sacred, with implication of being under divine condemnation, accursed Jn 7:49.”
  This is followed by the third person plural
 present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this crowd produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“But this crowd, …, is accursed.’”
 is the appositional/explanatory nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb GINWSKW with the negative MĒ, which means “to not know.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”


The present tense is a descriptive, static, or aoristic present, which describes the current state of being as an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that the crowd produces the action of not knowing the Law according to the Pharisees.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.

“which does not know the Law,”
Jn 7:49 corrected translation
“But this crowd, which does not know the Law, is accursed.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But this crowd…is accursed.’”

a.  The Pharisees in the Sanhedrin continue their denunciation and ridicule of the temple police squad, which failed to arrest Jesus, by contrasting the rulers and the Pharisees, who have not believed in Jesus with the crowd.  The implication is that some of the people in the crowd have believed in Jesus in contrast to the leaders of Israel, who have not. 


b.  The reason some have believed in Jesus is because they are accursed according to these Pharisees.  The idea of being accursed implies that the people are under the influence of demons or the devil or the power of evil, which is motivating and producing this unbelief.


c.  “The Pharisees explained Jesus’ popularity among the populace by suggesting that the people were too ignorant to recognize Jesus as a deceiver.  The crowd, according to the Pharisees, did not know the Law.  They did not study it, so they could not obey it.  And since they did not obey it, they were under God’s curse (Dt 28:15).  The irony of the situation was that the Pharisees, not the mob, were under God’s wrath because they rejected God’s revelation in Jesus (Jn 3:36).”


d.  “The Pharisees had a scorn for the ‘people of the earth’ (cf. our ‘clod-hoppers’) as is seen in rabbinic literature (‘No brutish man is sin-fearing, nor is one of the people of the earth pious’ (Rabbi Hillel, 20 B.C. writing in Aboth, 2:6).  It was some of the multitude at the feast especially from Galilee who had shown sympathy with Jesus (Jn 7:12, 28f.).  (See the amazement of the Sanhedrin at Peter and John in Acts 4:13 as ‘unlettered and private men’).  No wonder the common people heard Jesus gladly (Mk 12:37).  The rabbis scouted and scorned them.”


e.  “Trained rabbis often looked down on the ‘the people of the land,’ common people who did not even try to follow rabbinic interpretations of the law.  Many texts indicate the animosity between Pharisaic rabbis and ‘the people of the land’ (e.g., Rabbi Akiba contended that before becoming a rabbi he was an ‘person of the land’ and wanted to beat up rabbis).  On a lesser scale, analogous attitudes may sometimes be observed among educated elites today; but the rabbis reasonably believed that one could not live the law without knowing it, and they did not think that ‘the people of the land’ knew it.”

2.  “which does not know the Law,”

a.  The crowd is accursed because they do not know the Mosaic Law.  The people clearly know the Law, since it is taught to them constantly by their parents, the priests, through the sacrifices and worship at the festivals, and in their synagogues.  However, what the Pharisees mean by the phrase ‘knowing the Law’ is to have the deep spiritual knowledge of the meaning of the Law rather than just a surface understanding.


b.  Since the people do not “know” the Mosaic Law in the manner in which the Pharisees claim to know the Law, the people must be accursed.  And the demonstration of that curse is the fact they believe that Jesus must be the Messiah.


c.  The crowd is accursed because they do not know the Law and because they believe in Jesus, but the opposite is true of the leaders of Israel.  They know the Law and don’t believe in Jesus because they are not accursed, but blessed by God.  This is their blind arrogance and arrogance of ignorance in full manifestation.  There is not a single ounce of honor, integrity, virtue, or unconditional love in their statement.


d.  “Since one cannot keep the law if one does not know it, such ignorance implies law breaking and thus God’s curse (Dt 27:15-26).  This does not mean the ‘people of the land’ were ignorant of the Scriptures or immoral.  It means they did not try to keep the form of ritual purity promoted by the scribes and Pharisees.”


e.  “The Pharisees continued by deriding the common people.  The Pharisees viewed themselves as the spiritual elite; men who were above the possibility of being wrong about religious matters.  In their minds, only those who were gullible, uneducated, and simple-minded could be deceived by Jesus’ claims.  Such people were accursed, according to the Pharisaic perspective, for their ignorance of God’s law.  In ridiculing the crowd, the Pharisees implicitly appealed to the officers’ pride and desire for prestige.  The officers had a crucial decision to make.  They could either reject Jesus and be applauded by the apostate religious establishment, or believe in Him and be castigated with the redeemed.  John does not record what choice the officers ultimately made.”
  John always mentions the positive decisions of those who believe in Christ, but is silent with reference to the decisions of those who do not believe.
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