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
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “No” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone, anyone, or one.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past completion of the entire action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has believed.”


The active voice indicates that ‘no one’ has produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.  The negative MĒ expects a negative answer.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in Him” and referring to Jesus.

“No one…has believed in Him, has he?”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole (partitive genitive) from the masculine plural article and noun ARCHWN, meaning “from the rulers.”  Then we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole (partitive genitive) from the masculine plural article and noun PHARISAIOS, meaning “from the Pharisees.”

“from the rulers or from the Pharisees”
Jn 7:48 corrected translation
“No one from the rulers or from the Pharisees has believed in Him, has he?”
Explanation:
1.  “No one from the rulers or from the Pharisees”

a.  The Pharisees continue their ridicule of the temple police squad that was sent to arrest Jesus by asking another sarcastic rhetorical question.  “Everything shows that the Pharisees were beside themselves, filled with rage, with envy, hatred and malice against the Lord.”


b.  The word “no one” is interesting here, because it is an assumption on their part, which they cannot prove.  In fact, in a moment Nicodemus, a Pharisee in this same meeting, will come close to proving them wrong by his own question.  The real truth is stated in Jn 12:42-43, “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”


c.  The phrase “from the rulers” refers to all the members of the Sanhedrin.  The phrase “from the Pharisees” includes all the Pharisees both in the Sanhedrin (such as Nicodemus) and those not yet in the Sanhedrin (such as Saul of Tarsus).

2.  “has believed in Him, has he?”

a.  The question expects a negative answer (notice the negative MĒ).  According to these arrogant, legalistic Pharisees no one from the rulers of Israel and from the party of the Pharisees have believed that Jesus is the Christ.  “The arrogant implication was that if Jesus were really the Messiah, the religious experts would have been the first to recognize Him.”
  Even though the answer to the question is probably “Yes, at least one person has,” this question is a clear indictment of the guilt of the religious and political leadership of Israel in the total rejection of their Messiah.


b.  Assume that the question is true; that is, that no one from any of the political or religious leaders of Judea have believed in Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah, the God-man, or the King of Israel.  What does then say about the political and religious leaders?  It does say much, does it?


c.  The indictment of the leaders of Israel comes from their own mouth and will be their indictment at the Last Judgment—they will their own words at the Last Judgment proclaiming as a statement rather than a question: “No one from the rulers or from the Pharisees has believed in Him.”


d.  Bullinger gives an excellent practical application of this verse for us today: “This question forms, from that day to this, the excuse for not acknowledging the claims of God or His Truth, unless the great and the influential of the Church receive them.  It is the putting of man before God, instead of studying to show ourselves approved only to God.”


e.  “So old is the argument, which still is current, that in religious matters men of power, authority, and learning cannot err, and that all humbler people ought to be guided by them without question.  It was the argument which the lone monk of Wittenberg [Martin Luther] had to face.  Could he alone be right when the pope, the emperor, and all the prelates and the princes held the contrary view?  Could he alone be right, and they all be wrong?”
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