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
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not,” followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that should always happen.  This can also be a tendential present, describing what is proposed but not taking place.


The active voice indicates that all men should produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun OPSIS, meaning “according to external or physical aspect of something: outward appearance, aspect; judge by the outward appearance Jn 7:24.”

“Do not judge according to outward appearance,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the adverbial accusative of manner
 (and cognate accusative) from the feminine singular article, adjective DIKAIOS and the noun KRISIS, meaning “with a righteous judgment.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb KRINW, meaning “to judge.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that everyone should produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“but judge with righteous judgment.’”
Jn 7:24 corrected translation
“Do not judge according to outward appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Do not judge according to outward appearance,”

a.  Jesus continues His statement to the leaders of Israel at the Feast of Tabernacles by telling them a principle of theological doctrine that has always been God’s standard and is well founded in the Old Testament Scriptures.  Actually this is a direct order to stop doing something they are already doing.  Jesus tells these Jews to not judge matters according to the outward appearance of things.  In other words, don’t just look at what is happening on the surface, but consider the deeper meaning, the real motivation, the real reason why the situation is what it is.


b.  People who judge according to outward appearance do not see or understand what is really going on.  They don’t have all the facts.  They don’t have all the information they need to make a correct evaluation or proper judgment.


c.  No one should judge before having all the facts.  And if a person only sees the superficial, they don’t have all the facts; they only have the superficial facts.


d.  In order to judge Jesus correctly, these Jews cannot go by just His superficial actions.  They must also know and understand the thoughts and intents of His heart, which He is more than willing to reveal to them, as He has revealed to them throughout His public ministry.


e.  Jesus is warning these Jews to not judge hastily, but gather all the facts about Him before coming to erroneous conclusions that they will regret in the future.


f.  That God’s standard is to not judge based upon outward appearance is perfectly illustrated by the Lord’s instructions to Samuel in the anointing the next king of Israel to succeed Saul.  1 Sam 16:7, “But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’”


g.  Compare the following Scriptures:



(1)  Dt 16:18-20, “You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the Lord your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.  You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.  Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, that you may live and possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you.”


(2)  Lev 19:15, “You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.”



(3)  Isa 11:3-4a, “And He [the Messiah during His millennial reign] will delight in the respect of the Lord, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; but with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth.”


h.  The outward observance of the Sabbath was meaningless as far as God was concerned.  The true intent of the Sabbath observance was to give a person a day of rest and a day to reflect on all that God had done for him or her and be thankful.  The legalistic, man-made requirements that the Pharisees instituted and added as additional laws for the Sabbath observance never accomplished the intent of God.  They only made things difficult for the people to observe and obey.  God instituted the Sabbath to help men recover physically and spiritually, while the legalistic addendums of the Pharisees only blinded people to God’s intent.  Jesus deliberately acted on the Sabbath to restore people both physically and spiritually (for most of them believed in Him after being healed by Him), in order to demonstrate the true purpose of the Sabbath for mankind, especially the Jew.


i.  The Jewish leaders only saw Jesus ‘breaking the Sabbath’; they never looked beyond the surface to see Him teaching the real meaning and purpose of God for the Sabbath.  Therefore, they were judging Him based upon outward appearance.

2.  “but judge with righteous judgment.’”

a.  In contrast with judging the actions of a person based upon only the outward appearance of things, Jesus demands that the leaders of Israel judge with a righteous judgment, which demanded having all the facts.  It is impossible to judge anything with a correct, right, or honest judgment without having all the facts.  Now, someone will object, “But it is impossible for a person to ever have all the facts.”  That is true, but we can try to get at all the facts, and can certainly do better than just judging according to outward appearance.


b.  For example, no man or woman selects a marriage partner based upon outward appearance alone.  That is the greatest foolishness in the world.  The first thing you want to check out is “What does that person think.”  If the most beautiful man or woman you have ever seen thinks Charles Manson is a gift from God and wants to be just like him, you have a problem that outward beauty cannot solve.


c.  Therefore, in order to judge with righteous judgment several things must happen:



(1)  We must attempt to acquire as much truthful information as we can about the person or persons involved and the situation involved.



(2)  We must talk to people, question people, listen to what others say about the people and the situation involved.  Hearsay should always be rejected, but true, honest witnesses are essential.



(3)  Once we gather the information, we should consult the judgment and opinion of others who can help us make the best possible decision.  One of the people we can consult is God.  It is called prayer; and the request should be for divine guidance and help in judging rightly and fairly.



(4)  If for some reason we cannot get all (or most) of the facts, or enough facts and truthfulness to make a proper decision, then we should not judge.  Leave it in the Lord’s hands to judge and handle.  Dt 1:17, “You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike.  You shall not fear man, for the judgment is God’s.  The case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’”


d.  “Their problem was that they understood the Scriptures only superficially.  They majored in minors and missed the intents of many passages.  They were judging by mere appearances.  Their superficial understanding was caused by their hostility against God’s Representative.  In their darkness they erred.  Jesus called them to make a right judgment; ultimately this was a call for them to repent [change their mind about Him].”


e.  Jesus was really telling these leaders of Israel to listen to all the facts from all the witnesses they could find before judging against Him as the Son of God and Messiah of Israel.  “Their categorizations of him were built upon misconceptions and erroneous conclusions.  They needed a more authentic basis for their judgments.”
  These Jews had John the Baptist, Jesus Himself, the disciples of Jesus, and thousands of citizens of Israel whom they could and should consult and listen to.  Obviously the Jewish leaders did not do this, did not want to do this, and would in fact never do this.  But they received the best advice from Jesus before rejecting that advice and doing what they wanted, which was to seek to kill Him.


f.  “The Lord’s concluding exhortation was both an indictment of their utter lack of moral and theological discernment and a plea for it.  The harsh, censorious judgment of self-righteous legalism is always unacceptable to God (Mt 7:1), but so is superficial judgment according to appearance (1 Sam 16:7).  In the context, Jesus was urging His hearers to abandon their misconceptions regarding Him and judge His claims with righteous judgment.  Those who do so will find Him to be exactly who He claimed to be, just as He promised they would (Jn 7:17).”
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