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John 7:19


 is the negative OU, meaning “not,” followed by the nominative subject from the proper noun MWUSĒS, meaning “Moses.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that Moses produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, which means “the Law.”

“Did Moses not give the Law to you?”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet.”  “Clear use of KAI in the adversative sense of ‘and yet’ or ‘but’.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one” or “not one.”  With this we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole (partitive genitive) from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to keep, carry out, practice, or commit.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative or retroactive progressive present, describing an action that began in the past and continues right now.


The active voice indicates that none of the people to whom Jesus was speaking had or could produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law.”

“And yet not one of you keeps the Law.”
 is the interrogative use of the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “Why.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for an action that began in the past—two years ago, when Jesus first came to the temple and cleansed it and has only continued since then.


The active voice indicates that the people to whom Jesus is speaking (the leadership of Israel) are producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders are producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb ZĒTEW = to seek.

“Why are you seeking to kill Me?”
Jn 7:19 corrected translation
“Did Moses not give the Law to you?  And yet not one of you keeps the Law.  Why are you seeking to kill Me?”
Explanation:
1.  “Did Moses not give the Law to you?”

a.  This was a rhetorical question, to which Jesus did not expect an answer.  Both Jesus and the Jewish leaders knew and agreed that Moses gave the Law to Israel.  The answer was “Yes.”


b.  The purpose of rhetorical questions is to make a point and get the person(s) listening to the question to agree with what you are saying regardless of the answer to the question (the answer could be ‘yes’ or ‘no’ depending upon what the speaker and hearers already agree to).


c.  Therefore, Jesus is establishing the fact that these Jews were under the authority of the Law, which was actually given by Jesus to Moses, who then brought it to the Jews.  Moses was the intermediate source of the Law, but the Lord Jesus Christ was the ultimate source.


d.  Jesus appeals to the Law and Moses, because these were the two things that the Jews unquestioningly accepted as absolute truth and the will of God.

2.  “And yet not one of you keeps the Law.”

a.  None of the unbelievers kept the Law, because the first requirement of the Mosaic Law is to believe in the One whom the Father had sent to take away their sin and be their Savior.  Failure to believe in Jesus as the Messiah was the ultimate rejection of the Law of Moses.  Failure to believe in Jesus was to fulfill the purpose of the Levitical sacrifices.


b.  Compare Rom 3:10, which quotes from Ps 14:1-3 and Ps 53:1-3, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.  The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.  They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.”  Therefore, none of them were keeping the Law, which demanded that the Jews not sin.


c.  Stephen expressed this same sentiment wonderfully just before His death in Acts 7:51-53, “Stubborn and uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are constantly resisting the Holy Spirit; as your fathers so also you.  Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  In fact they killed those who had foretold about the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received the Law by the directions of angels, and yet did not observe [it].”


d.  “That was the most accurate statement the Lord could make as to the truth of human sinfulness.  No one can keep the Law; that is the reality in every human life.  Though the Jews revered the Law of Moses, and sought to keep it and acquire their salvation by their careful efforts at obeying and honoring the Law, not one person has ever entered the kingdom by means of obeying the Law.  That is the unmistakable teaching of the New Testament.  …The Law of Moses was made to reveal sin, not to save.  The Jews had perverted it to be the means of salvation, and refused to be indicted by it and driven to the mercy of God in the Messiah Jesus.  No matter how they studied and endeavored to apply the Law, it was clear they failed.  They refused to allow the Law to do its intended work of convicting them and humbling them and driving them to repentance and faith in Jesus.  He was the end of the Law (Rom 10:4).  But they were so far from understanding the Law’s purpose that they rejected the only One who could deliver them from the Law’s condemnation and sought to kill Him.”

3.  “Why are you seeking to kill Me?”

a.  “A sudden and startling question as an illustration of their failure to do the law of Moses.  Jesus had previously known (Jn 5:39, 45–47) that the Jews really rejected the teaching of Moses while professing to believe it.  On that very occasion they had sought to kill him (Jn 5:18, “For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking even more to kill Him, because He was not only abolishing the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God”), the very language used here.  Apparently he had not been to Jerusalem since then.  He undoubtedly alludes to their conduct then and charges them with the same purpose now.”


b.  It is important to remember that this question is pointed at the Jewish leaders of the Sanhedrin and not necessarily the crowd in general.  The crowd was split on their attitude toward Jesus.  In addition there were thousands of Jews from the dispersion who were there at the festival who did not know Jesus, nor had ever seen Him, nor heard Him teach until now.  They certainly had not yet formed an opinion that sought His death.


c.  However, the Jewish leaders of Israel clearly wanted Him dead because of their jealousy and envy of His popularity, and because they did not want to give up their positions of authority and power.  If we go back and read the Synoptic gospel accounts of what went on during the last year or more, we find the Pharisees, scribes, and doctors of the Law constantly hounding Jesus, questioning Him in order to find an excuse to have Him put to death.  However, most of the crowd were not aware of all these events, certainly not the Jews who lived in Judea and rarely went to Galilee, nor the Jewish pilgrims from the dispersion, which explains the reaction of the crowd to this question by Jesus.


d.  Other passages that support the fact that the Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Jesus include:



(1)  Mt 12:14, “But the Pharisees went out and conspired against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.”



(2)  Lk 6:11, “But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed together what they might do to Jesus.”



(3)  Mt 26:3-5, “Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named Caiaphas; and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him.  But they were saying, ‘Not during the festival, otherwise a riot might occur among the people.’”



(4)  Mk 3:6, “The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.”



(5)  Lk 11:53-54, “When He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be very hostile and to question Him closely on many subjects, plotting against Him to catch Him in something He might say.”



(6)  Mk 11:18, “The chief priests and the scribes heard this, and began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.”



(7)  Lk 20:19, “The scribes and the chief priests tried to lay hands on Him that very hour, and they feared the people; for they understood that He spoke this parable against them.  So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order that they might catch Him in some statement, so that they could deliver Him to the rule and the authority of the governor.”


e.  The fact that these leaders were seeking to kill Jesus is confirmed by the statement of some of the people who lived in Jerusalem, Jn 7:25, “Therefore some of the Jerusalemites were saying, ‘Is this not the man whom they are seeking to kill?’”


f.  “Jesus’ charge that his opponents are not keeping the law turns up the heat of the debate.  They believe Jesus does not keep the law, and now he says the same of them.  Jesus brings two pieces of evidence to show they fail to keep the law.  The first piece of evidence is that they desire to kill him (Jn 5:18; 7:1).  Jesus could be referring to a violation of the sixth commandment (Ex 20:13), but something much more profound is going on.  If Jesus is a false prophet, he deserves to die according to the law (Dt 13:5).  But Jesus is actually the one of whom Moses wrote in the law (Jn 1:45; 5:46).  So their desire to put Jesus to death shows they violate their own law because the law itself witnesses to Jesus.”


g  Jesus “claimed to be sinless (v. 18b), and then charged the Jewish leaders with seeking to kill Him despite His sinlessness (v. 19), thus pointing to their sinful nature and their need for repentance.  Verse 19 must be read as an entity: Jesus was addressing the Jews (the nation’s leaders—v. 15); they, not the population, were plotting His death, and seeking to kill a righteous man was against the Mosaic Law.  He therefore had good reason to say that none of them obeyed the Law, but He made this charge publicly in the temple; so it became a very serious indictment of the very group of men who held themselves out to be the guardians of the Law.  The populace in general had no knowledge of the plot to kill Jesus (v. 20) so accused Him of paranoia, though news of the plot had leaked to some Jerusalemites (v. 25).”
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