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
 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “the Jews” and referring to the Jewish authorities.  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive/durative imperfect, which describes a continuing action in the past.  It is translated “they kept on seeking.”


The active voice indicates that the Jewish authorities were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun HEORTĒ, meaning “at the festival.”  This is followed by the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive/durative imperfect, which describes a continuing action in the past.  It is translated “they kept on saying.”


The active voice indicates that the Jewish authorities were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore, the Jews kept on seeking Him at the festival and kept on saying,”
 is the adverb of place POU, meaning “Where,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of being somewhere.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as an emphatic personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.

“‘Where is He?’”
Jn 7:11 corrected translation
“Therefore, the Jews kept on seeking Him at the festival and kept on saying, ‘Where is He?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, the Jews kept on seeking Him at the festival and kept on saying,”

a.  As a consequence of Jesus coming to the festival secretly, the Jews kept on looking for Him and asking others, “Where is He?” which is another way of saying, “Have you seen Him?”


b.  The subject “the Jews” has a dual connotation, when used by John.  Sometimes he uses it in reference to the entire crowd of people in the context, and sometimes he uses it as a technical label for the Jewish authorities who rejected Jesus and wanted Him dead.  Several scholars have noted this latter use over the years.  Here the reference could easily be to either group, but is probably a reference to the leaders of Israel, based upon its use in verse 13, “However, no one was speaking openly concerning Him because of fear of the Jews.”  This is clearly a reference to the Jewish leaders, who had the authority to arrest anyone suspected of fomenting insurrection.  Speaking about Jesus openly was cause for fomenting insurrection, since people wanted to proclaim Him king.  The Jewish leadership was doing everything they could to suppress this idea.  There were two ways they could suppress it: find and kill Jesus, and arrest anyone mentioning His name.



(1)  The term ‘the Jews’ refers to “the hostile leaders in Jerusalem, not the Galilean crowds (7:12) nor the populace in Jerusalem (7:25).”



(2)  “The phrase the Jews does not refer to the common people who made up the crowds (v. 11), but to the Jewish leaders who were seeking to kill Him (5:18).”

 
c.  Therefore, the Jewish authorities, who had the power and authority to arrest Jesus and try Him for insurrection, kept on looking for Him at the festival.  Not only did the authorities look for Him, but they also kept on asking people “Where is He?”  The verb ‘were seeking,’ is a  picture of the attitude of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus who… had avoided Jerusalem since the collision in chapter 5.  The leaders clearly wished to attack him.”

2.  “‘Where is He?’”

a.  The reason the authorities probably didn’t ask the question, “Have you seen Him?” is because they probably suspected that He was at the festival somewhere, but with thousands upon thousands of people in the city and at the temple all the time, it was impossible to spot Him in the crowds.


b.  This tells us something about the physical appearance of Jesus—it was ordinary.  He wasn’t the strikingly handsome actor of Hollywood movies or someone who stood head and shoulders over others.  He was very average, typical, normal, and usual.  He looked a lot like everyone else.


c.  This question also tells us that the Jewish authorities were looking for someone who knew Him well enough to know where they could find Him and someone who could and would betray Him.  They were looking for their “Judas” before they knew Judas as a reality.


d.  The intention of the authorities, if they could get an answer to this question, was to go to wherever Jesus was and arrest Him on charges of insurrection, blasphemy, and anything else they could imagine, find Him guilty, and seek the death penalty from the Roman governor.  The plot that they would carry out in six months was already in their minds at this festival.


e.  “Our appreciation of this section will be enhanced by sensitivity to the deep undercurrents that tugged at these events.  First, in His omniscience, Jesus knew that the Jewish leaders were plotting His death, yet they naturally were secretive about this.  So the majority of the populace did not know what was afoot, though word had leaked to a few Jerusalemites.  There is thus an underlying cloak and dagger undercurrent.  Added to this is man’s bewilderment when pitting himself against God’s omniscience and omnipotence; consequently, man is confused as he finds his secret plans constantly thwarted.  Moreover, Jesus’ easy control over circumstances is everywhere evident, as is His divine wisdom, for He persistently works to convict His opposition so as to persuade them to abandon their sin and turn to Him.  This report, then, is of the tussle between God’s convicting work and man’s stubborn sin nature.”


f.  “Not alone did the Jewish leaders expect Him and look for Him, to vent their hatred upon Him, but the mass of people also expected Him and had Him in their thoughts.  How could it be otherwise?  The healing of the impotent man and the great message the Lord had delivered in connection with the miracle was still vivid in their minds.  The miracle of the feeding of the multitudes was also known to them.  Probably there were hundreds of those who had been fed in Jerusalem, as the requirement was that every Jew should participate in the great feast of Tabernacles.  They must have scattered the news of what had taken place in Galilee and what He had said as to Himself being the Bread of Life come down from heaven.  The gathered masses were divided as to Himself.”

� Robertson, A. (1997). Word Pictures in the New Testament. (Jn 7:11). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.  So also Godet, p. 533; Beasley-Murray, p. 107; Gaebelein, p. 143.


� MacArthur, J. (2006). The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 1-11 (p. 283). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Robertson, A. (1997). Word Pictures in the New Testament. (Jn 7:11). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.


� Mills, M. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record. Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Gaebelein, p. 142.





2
3

