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
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He was saying.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which views the action as happening in the past.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause/reason from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this; For this reason; or As a result.”  This is followed by the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: I have said.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.
“And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” used after verbs of communication to indicate the content of that communication.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is an aoristic and static present, for a state or condition that perpetually exists as a fact.


The active voice indicates that no one produces the action of being able.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that no one is able to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used after verbs such as DUNAMAI to complete its meaning.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” and referring to Jesus.

“that no one is able to come to Me”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN plus the negative MĒ, meaning “unless.”  Then we have a periphrastic construction, which includes the combination of two verb forms to present a single verbal idea.  First, we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  Second, we have the nominative neuter singular perfect passive participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: it has been given.”

The present tense is EIMI is an aoristic present, which describes a state of being that is a static fact.  The perfect tense of DIDWMI is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice of DIDWMI indicates that the subject receives the action of being given something.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to indicate that the action is potential.  The participle of DIDWMI is circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”   Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “from the Father.”
“unless it has been given to him from the Father.’”
Jn 6:65 corrected translation
“And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you that no one is able to come to Me unless it has been given to him from the Father.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you”

a.  After John’s parenthetical explanation that Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would hand Him over, he continues with a final postscript statement of one more important thing Jesus said.

b.  Jesus one final explanation to those disciples who do not believe in Him why He said something previously.  The reason why Jesus previously told them that no one is able to come to Him unless it has been given to him from the Father is because He knew who they were who did not believe.
2.  “that no one is able to come to Me”

a.  Jesus quotes what He previously said, which John recorded in verse 44, “No one is able to come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”  Coming to Christ is equivalent to believing in Christ.  Therefore, Jesus is saying here that no one is able to believe in Him unless that ability to believe in Him has been given to him from or by the Father.  But this doesn’t mean that God gives one person the ability to believe in Christ and not another person.  Since God is not willing that any should perish, all must have the opportunity to believe in Christ, yet the ability to believe, the effectiveness of that belief is given or made operational, powerful, or effective only in those who truly do believe in Jesus.

b.  The subject “no one” refers to any member of the human race as unbelievers.  Unbelievers do not have the ability to do anything spiritually, such as coming to Jesus, since they are spiritually dead.  Spiritual death has no ability to do anything in relation to God.  God has to do something to bring the unbeliever to Jesus.  This is why God the Father and God the Holy Spirit invite the unbeliever to believe in Christ and make the offer of the gospel a spiritual reality in the soul of the unbeliever.

c.  People didn’t come to Jesus and believe.  He came to them or they were brought to Him by others who had already believed in Him.  The pattern was established by illustration for us in the first chapter of this gospel.

d.  God initiates the action of coming to spiritually dead mankind with His love and grace and makes His love and grace a reality to us.  As spiritually dead people, God has to make His love for us a reality to us before we will respond to that love with belief.  What we really believe in is the unconditional love that God has for us.  Therefore, God has to come to us with His love in order for us to believe.


e.  The ability to come to Christ is God given and is called efficacious grace.  The ability to come to Christ is what occurs after a person believes in Christ.  The ability to come to Christ is what God does for the person who believes in Christ the moment they believe in Christ.  It is not something that God does for the unbeliever before they believe in Christ.

f.  Jesus’ statement in Jn 5:40 applies here: “Indeed, you do not want to come to Me, in order that you might have life.”
3.  “unless it has been given to him from the Father.’”

a.  No one can come to Jesus unless that ability to come has been given to him from God the Father.

b.  The ability to come to Jesus is what theology calls efficacious grace.

c.  The ability to come to Jesus is not the same as the willingness to come to Jesus.  Some theologians (Calvinistic theologians) maintain that the word “it” refers to the willingness to come to Jesus.  In other words no one believes in Christ unless God gives that person the willingness to believe.  These theologians say that the human desire to want to believe must be given as a gift from God to the individual before they will believe.  And if God doesn’t give a person the willingness to believe, then they can’t believe.  The problem with this kind of thinking is that it makes God capricious and arbitrary in who He gives the willingness to.  Thus God is no longer willing that any should perish, because He doesn’t give the willingness to all.

d.  So the word “it” cannot refer to a person’s willingness to come to Jesus.  The word “it” has to refer to what God does with the person’s willingness to believe or belief in Jesus.  God gives the ability to come to Jesus to anyone who is willing to believe in Jesus.  That ability to come to Jesus is God making the faith of the spiritually dead unbeliever effective or efficacious.


e.  The free will of man is free to accept or reject the love of God.  The sovereignty of God is free to make the unbeliever’s acceptance of His love effective for eternal life.  The free will of man and the sovereignty of God co-exist and must both operate in the salvation of any person.  A person cannot be saved without faith in Christ coming from their own free will to produce that faith, and they cannot be saved without God taking that faith and accepting it as efficacious for salvation.

f.  So Jesus is telling these unbelieving disciples that because they do not believe in Him God the Father has not drawn them to Jesus, which is synonymous with giving them the ability to come to Him.  For Calvinists the drawing or giving of the ability to come to Jesus precedes belief in Christ.  For non-Calvinists the drawing or giving of the ability to come to Jesus happens after the person believes in Christ.

g.  “Where the ability to come and the coming are not given, this is not due to the will or the effort of the Giver but to the contrary, hostile will and obdurate, resisting effort of him who should be the recipient, Mt 23:37, ‘you would not’.  …Faith and coming to Jesus is not theirs and is not given to them because in their persistent preference of unbelief they are determined not to receive it.  Their lack of faith is not excused by any inactivity on the Father’s part, for this does not exist; their non-faith is blamed onto them because they nullify the Father’s activity of giving and drawing.”1
  In other words Lenski is saying that it is not because God is not giving or drawing that these disciples are unbelievers.  He is drawing through common grace and giving in efficacious grace.  They are just not willing to believe in Christ, and therefore, bear the total responsibility for their own free will decision to not believe.
�� Lenski, p. 517.
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