John 1:1
John 6:59


 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These things,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning “in the synagogue.”

“These things He said in the synagogue,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach: teaching.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, translated by the words “while” or “as.”

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KAPHARNAOUM, which means “in Capernaum.”

“while teaching in Capernaum.”
Jn 6:59 corrected translation
“These things He said in the synagogue, while teaching in Capernaum.”
Explanation:
1.  “These things He said in the synagogue,”

a.  John pauses to tell us that this entire discussion between Jesus and these Jewish unbelievers took place in a synagogue.

b.  Some ‘scholars’ have questioned whether or not people in the congregation of the synagogue had the right to question the Rabbi presenting the lesson.  Since Jesus does not reprimand anyone for questioning Him, it was apparently permitted to ask questions for the purpose of clarification.

c.  Some ‘scholars’ have questioned how many people could assemble in a synagogue in a town such as Capernaum.  They say that it is impossible for thousands to have gathered there in one building.  They are probably correct.  But we must remember that Passover was near and most of the crowd from the feeding of the five thousand plus the day before were heading for Jerusalem and probably didn’t stay for this presentation of the gospel.  They had heard and seen enough the day before, when Jesus taught the people all day on the hill side.


d.  For those who think that this teaching had to occur on a Sabbath fail to realize that the Jews assembled three times a week for Bible study: Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.
  So this teaching in the synagogue could have been on any one of the three days.  It was most likely not on Saturday, since this crowd would have had to violate the ‘travel rules’ and distances set up by the Pharisees for a Saturday Sabbath by crossing the lake for several miles.

e.  Some question whether Jesus or anyone else for that matter had the right or authority to speak in a synagogue other than the local Rabbi.  To answer this objection all we have to do is look at the stories of Paul going to Jewish synagogues on his missionary journeys and being permitted to speak in the synagogues when he first arrived in town.  It was customary to allow guest teachers to speak to the congregation.  “Jesus often spoke in Jewish synagogues, where men had opportunities to give expositions and exhortations (Mk 6:1-6; Lk 4:16-28; Acts 13:15-42).  The services were not as formal as those of traditional American churches; ‘laymen’ usually spoke.”

2.  “while teaching in Capernaum.”

a.  John further identifies this synagogue as the synagogue in Capernaum.  It is likely that this is the only synagogue in Capernaum.  So it is doubtful that it could hold more than a thousand people inside.

b.  Notice that Jesus taught in synagogues, on hill sides, at the Temple in Jerusalem, and as He walked along the road with His disciples.  He taught at supper, during the day, at night, and just about every chance He got.  Teaching was highly important to our Lord.  How important is it to you to learn?

c.  Capernaum “has been identified with Tell Hum, about two miles south-west of where the Jordan flows into the lake.  Here are extensive ruins of walls and foundations, and also the remains of what must have been a beautiful synagogue, which it is conjectured may have been the one built by the centurion (Lk 7:5), in which our Lord frequently taught (Jn 6:59; Mk 1:21; Lk 4:33).  If Tell Hum be Capernaum, the remains spoken of are without doubt the ruins of the synagogue built by the Roman centurion, and one of the most sacred places on earth.  It was in this building that our Lord gave the well-known discourse in John 6; and it was not without a certain strange feeling that on turning over a large block we found the pot of manna engraved on its face, and remembered the words, ‘I am that bread of life’.”


d.  “Although Jn 6:59 is the only mention in John of Jesus teaching or dialoguing in the synagogue at Capernaum, several such notes concerning synagogues in Capernaum/Galilee/ Nazareth are in Matthew (4:13, 23; 9:35; 12:9; 13:54), Mark (1:21, 39, 3:1; 6:2.), and Luke (4:15, 16, 31; 7:5; 8:41).”


e.  Notice what Jesus said at one of His trials, “Jesus answered him, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and I spoke nothing in secret,’” Jn 18:20.
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White limestone remains of the synagogue at Capernaum late second to fifth century A.D.  Beneath it has been excavated an earlier synagogue of black basalt—contemporaneous with the ruins of the first–century houses seen in the foreground—in which Jesus may have preached (cf. Mk 1:21, Jn 6:59).
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