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
 is the negative OUCH, meaning “Not” plus the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This is followed by the third person masculine singular perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘no one’ has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”

“Not that anyone has seen the Father,”
 is the conditional particle EI with the negative MĒ, which together mean “unless” or “except.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the One who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the One from God produces the state of being from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”

“except the One who is from God;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “He.”  Then we have the third person masculine singular perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, meaning “to see: seen.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God the Son has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”

“He has seen the Father.”
Jn 6:46 corrected translation
“Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.”
Explanation:
1.  “Not that anyone has seen the Father,”

a.  Jesus has just quoted from Isaiah and told these Jews that ‘they all shall be taught by God’.  These Jews immediately think in terms of God the Father personally doing the teaching.  Jesus has to correct this misconception.



(1)  Jn 1:18, “No one has ever seen God; the uniquely-born God, the One who is on the chest of the Father, He has explained [Him].”  Compare 1 Jn 4:12a; Col 1:15; 1 Tim 1:17.


(2)  Jn 5:37, “In fact the Father who sent Me, He has testified about Me.  You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.”

b.  Therefore, Jesus reminds them that not a single person has seen God the Father at any time.  He has already mentioned this in Jn 6:37b, “You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.”


c.  Since these Jews have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form in the past, the same thing will apply in the future.  The revealed member of the Trinity on earth is God the Son.


d.  Since these Jews have not seen God the Father, they will not see Him in the future, and therefore, He will not be the member of the Trinity teaching them.  The only member of the Trinity who will do that will be the Son of God, who now stands before them, teaching them.


e.  “It is a fundamental article of the faith of Israel that no mortal can see God, who is inaccessible because he belongs to another world (Ps 104:2; Job 37:21–24; Ezek 1:28; Dan 2:22).”

2.  “except the One who is from God;”

a.  The only member of the Trinity who will teach these Jews is the member of the Trinity sent from God the Father.  And that person is the Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union during His first advent.


b.  Jesus has already established the fact that He is the One from God in:



(1)  Jn 6:29, “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that you might believe in the One whom He has sent.’”



(2)  Jn 6:32-33, 35a, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, Moses has not given to you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives to you the true bread from heaven.  For the bread from God is the One who comes down from heaven, and gives life to the world.’ …“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life.’”



(3)  Jn 6:38, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of the One who sent Me.”


c.  Jesus has established that He has come down from heaven because God the Father sent Him to be the spiritual Manna for those who hunger after righteousness.  Jesus is the only One who can come down from heaven and teach these people.  “Along the same lines Jesus also reveals the Father’s words: ‘everything that I learned from the Father I have made known to you’ (Jn 15:15).  Jesus does not speak on His own authority; He speaks what the Father has commanded Him (Jn 12:49).  To His disciples Jesus added, ‘These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me’ (Jn 14:24).”

3.  “He has seen the Father.”

a.  Jesus again declares that He has seen the Father, which only God the Son and God the Holy Spirit could do.  Therefore, this statement is a direct declaration that Jesus is a member of the Trinity.


b.  Compare what Jesus says in the first part of the verse: “Not that anyone has seen the Father” with this statement that Jesus Himself “has seen the Father.”  Jesus is not just “anyone.”  He is much more than a typical human being.  He is the incarnate member of the Trinity.  He is the Son of God in the flesh.


c.  Since human beings in a physical body with a sin nature cannot see God, Jesus has to have been something other than a human being before He became a human being in order to “have seen” God the Father.  Therefore, He has to pre-exist His life as a human being by being eternal God.  This statement is an absolute proof for the pre-existence of Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  “With the eyes no one has seen God save the Son who is ‘from God’ in origin (Jn 1:1, 14; 7:29; 16:27; 17:8).  The only way for others to see God is to see Christ (Jn 14:9).”


d.  Having seen the Father and having seen what the Father has been doing (Jn 5:19), Jesus is fully qualified to teach these Jews exactly what God the Father wants, which is what they claim they really want to do.


e.  “Because He was eternally in heaven one with the Father, and then sent to earth by the Father, the Son can speak authoritatively about the Father (cf. Heb 1:2). No one else can rightly make such a claim.  Thus, only the Son is qualified to speak firsthand about the expectations of the Father and the truth of salvation.”
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