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
 is the affirmative particle AMĒN, which is doubled for emphasis, meaning “Truly, truly.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is taking place right now.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the crowd.
“Truly, truly, I say to you,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated “the one who” or “he who” and refers to any member of the human race.


The present tense has a number of possibilities here:



(1)  It is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur or what can and normally does occur.



(2)  It can also be regarded as a descriptive present for what is now going on or a durative present for something that began in the past (in the Garden of Eden after the fall of man) and is continuing throughout human history.



(3)  It is most likely an aoristic present, which presents the entire act of believing as a momentary and instantaneous fact.



(4)  This is definitely not a progressive present or durative or customary present in the sense that a person must continue to believe in Christ throughout their life in order to be saved.  That is a false doctrine that makes salvation dependent on the continuing work of believing in Christ by the person.  Salvation is by the grace of God, not the continuing ability of man to believe.  If salvation is dependent on man’s continuing ability to believe, then that salvation is a salvation of works, the work of continuing belief.  If you think that God gives you eternal life and then takes it away because you decided to stop believing in Christ, then you don’t understand the immutability and faithfulness of God even though we remain faithless.


The active voice indicates that people produce the action of believing in the Son of God.


The participle is substantival and circumstantial.

This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: has.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person who believes in the Son produces the state of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ plus the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal life.”
“he who believes has eternal life.”
Jn 6:47 corrected translation
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”
Explanation:
1.  “Truly, truly, I say to you,”

a.  This is the same statement made to Nicodemus in Jn 3:36.

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is making a dogmatic statement of absolute truth.  What He is about to say is the most solemn promise ever made by God.  This statement, which is really an absolute guarantee and promise, is backed up by the entire integrity and essence of God.

c.  The fact that this promise was made to Nicodemus at the beginning of our Lord’s ministry and is now made again two years later is John’s way of telling us that Jesus made this statement many times to many people.  It was an integral part of the message of the gospel. 

2.  “he who believes has eternal life.”

a.  The subject “he who” is equivalent to “anyone who” or “everyone who.”  It refers to any and every member of the human race.

b.  The verb “to believe” means to have “faith, trust, or confidence” in someone.  In this case that Someone is the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  The verb “has” indicates a permanent state of being.  Once God gives it, the person who believes has it, and it becomes a permanent part of their being or existence.


d.  The object “eternal life” means a spiritual life with God that lasts forever.  Because it is eternal, it cannot be lost, stolen, given up, or taken away.  God does not give “contingency” life, that life being contingent upon our continued faith or our good behavior.  God gives us “eternal” life, which is exactly what He says it is—eternal.  Once God gives this life, it is ours forever, whether we like it or not, or whether we continue to want it or not.  The having of eternal life is not dependent upon us, but upon God.  It is not “temporary” life, but eternal.


e.  This life is the very life that God has.  Therefore, if we could lose this eternal life, then God could lose His eternal life, and that is impossible, since God is immutable.

f.  This promise is given many times in Scripture both directly and indirectly.


(1)  Mt 19:16–21 [Lk 18:18] Mt 19:29; 25:46; Mk 10:30; Lk 18:30; 20:36; Jn 3:14–16; 4:14; 5:24, 25, 29, 39; 6:27, 40, 47, 50–58, 68; 10:10, 27, 28; 12:25, 50; 17:2, 3; Acts 13:46, 48; Rom 2:7; 5:21; 6:22, 23; 1 Cor 15:53, 54; 2 Cor 5:1; Gal 6:8; 1 Tim 1:16; 4:8; 6:12, 19; 2 Tim 1:10; Tit 1:2; 3:7; 1 Jn 2:25; 3:15; 5:11–13, 20; Jude 21; Rev 1:18.


(2)  Notice that the great discourse on eternal life is coming up next in our passage (Jn 6:50-58).



(3)  The eternal security of eternal life is dogmatically asserted by Jesus in Jn 10:27-29, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given [them] to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch [them] out of the Father’s hand.”


g.  “What is new in John’s teaching is implicit in the statements already made: eternal life is not merely a future possession for which believers hope, but also a present possession which they already enjoy (Jn 3:36; 5:24; 6:47).  The believer really has eternal life now, and not merely in the form of a promise.”
  “Jesus’ solemn statement, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life” (cf. Jn 6:40; 3:15–16, 36; 5:24) sums up the importance of trusting God’s self-revelation in Christ.  Those who believe in Jesus not only have the hope of eternal life in the future, but also enjoy the possession of that life even now, as the present tense of PISTEUW (believes) indicates.”


h.  “‘Eternal [everlasting] life’ is an important theme in John’s Gospel; it is mentioned at least seventeen times.  Eternal life is God’s free gift to those who believe on His Son (Jn 3:15–16, 36; 6:47; 10:28).  The Father gave His Son the authority to give eternal life to those whom the Father gave to the Son.  From the human viewpoint, we receive the gift of eternal life when we believe on Jesus Christ.  But from the divine viewpoint, we have already been given to the Son in divine election.  This is a mystery that the human mind cannot fully understand or explain; we must accept it by faith.  What is ‘eternal life’?  It is knowing God personally.  Not just knowing about Him, but having a personal relationship with Him through faith in Jesus Christ.  We cannot know the Father apart from the Son (Jn 14:6–11).  It is not enough simply to ‘believe in God’; this will never save a lost soul from eternal hell.  ‘The devils [demons] also believe, and tremble’ (Jam 2:19).  Our Lord’s debate with the Jewish leaders (Jn 8:12ff) makes it clear that people may be devoutly religious and still not know God.  Eternal life is not something we earn by character or conduct; it is a gift we receive by admitting we are sinners, repenting [changing one’s mind about Jesus being the Christ; not feeling sorry for past sins], and believing on Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ alone.”

� Sadly (at least it is sad to me because he is such a good commentator) Lenski does not believe in eternal security.  He makes this statement in commenting on this verse: “…this person has life eternal from the first instant of his believing onward and as long as he believes.  The moment he would cease to believe, that moment he would cease to have life,” (Page 479).
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