John 1:1
John 6:16


 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  It is used to change scenes in the drama.  With this we have the temporal use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “when.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective OPSIOS, which means “the period between late afternoon and darkness, evening Mt 16:2; Mk 4:35; 6:47; 14:17; 15:42; Jn 20:19; 6:16.”
  This is followed by the third person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, happen, be; to arise, come about, or develop.”


The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the disciples) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now when evening came,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to go down: went down.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His disciples.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “to the sea” and referring to the Sea of Galilee.
“His disciples went down to the sea,”
Jn 6:16 corrected translation
“Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now when evening came,”

a.  John moves on with the story of what happened after the feeding of the 5000 plus, the crowd approaching Jesus and wanting forcibly to make Him king. 

b.  John tells us that it was now past six o’clock in the evening and about to get dark.  It is early or mid March (Passover was near, meaning it was 2-3 weeks away around 1 April).  Therefore, the sun would be setting around 6-7 o’clock in the evening.  “The disciples had left for Capernaum sometime between 6:00 and 9:00 p.m. (Jn 6:16), and according to Mt 14:25 and Mk 6:48 it was now [when Jesus walked to them on the sea] the fourth watch of the night (3:00 to 6:00 a.m.).”


c.  John does not repeat here what the other gospels tell us regarding Jesus sending the disciples to a boat to return to Capernaum.  This detail is mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 14:22, “Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.”



(2)  Mk 6:45, “Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of [Him] to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away.”


d.  Judas wanted Jesus to be taken by the crowds right now and be made king.  Simon the Zealot probably did also.  And even James and John wanted to sit on His right and left hand sides in His kingdom, so they were probably sympathetic to the crowds.  Therefore, Jesus had to separate His disciples from the crowds before they did anything to encourage the crowd in their desire.  “The most natural explanation of the fact recorded by the synoptic evangelists is, that Jesus wished to extricate both Himself and His disciples from the foolish enthusiasm of the multitude, an enthusiasm with which, beyond question, the disciples were only too much in sympathy, and for that purpose arranged that they should sail away in the dusk across the lake, while He retired into the solitude of the mountains.”


e.  While the disciples are heading for the boat, Jesus is calming the crowd down and saying goodbye to them, telling them that He needs to be alone to pray for a while.  This gives Him a chance to go away in the dark up to the top of the hill/hills where the crowd can no longer find Him.  All this took place as it was getting darker and darker.
2.  “His disciples went down to the sea,”

a.  The disciples obey Jesus even though some of them may not have wanted to go home in the dark on the sea—a dangerous time to make this journey.  However, the sea was calm and the distance from Bethsaida-Julius to Bethsaida Galilee near Capernaum was only about six miles.  Rowing at five to six miles an hour would get them there in less than two hours and perhaps in only an hour.  They could take turns rowing and have 4-6 of them rowing at a time.  They would make good speed, and could get home quickly.  So it wasn’t all that bad.  Or so they thought.  “We again strike an apparent geographical problem: Mk 6:45 says the disciples were going to Bethsaida, but Jn 6:17 says they were going to Capernaum.  Galilean Bethsaida lay a mile and a half west of Capernaum and was in effect a suburb of the large city.”


b.  Peter, Andrew, James and John were all professional fisherman.  They could handle the boat, help the others, and had often spent time on the Sea of Galilee all night (see Jn 21:3).  They had no concerns about rowing a few miles in the dark on a calm sea.  They also all assumed that Jesus would walk around the shore to join them later that night or in the morning.  Even if Jesus prayed for an hour or two and made the six mile walk in two hours, He could still join them before midnight.  So they were not concerned about Him.
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