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
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the conditional particle EI, meaning “if,” which introduces a first class condition, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the dative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun GRAMMA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular personal use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “his writings” and referring to the Torah or first five books of the Old Testament, which were written by Moses.  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and continues in the present.  This could also be regarded as an aoristic present, emphasizes the present fact in its entirety.

The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel absolutely do not believe the writings of Moses, in spite of what they say or think they believe.


The indicative mood is a conditional indicative, which is used the protasis of conditional sentences to state an assumption of truth for the sake of argument.

“But if you do not believe his writings,”
 is the adverb of manner PWS, meaning “how.”  Then we have the dative of direct object from the neuter plural article and noun HRĒMA plus the first person plural adjective EMOS, meaning “My words” and referring to the words of Jesus.  Finally, we have the second person plural future active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe: will you believe.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel will not be able to produce the action unless they believe what the Scriptures about Jesus written by Moses say.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“how will you believe My words?’”
Jn 5:47 corrected translation
“But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?’”
Explanation:
1.  “But if you do not believe his writings,”

a.  In contrast to what Jesus just said about the Jewish leaders possibly believing the writings of Moses and possibly believing Jesus, our Lord now states that they do not believe Moses.

b.  The conditional clause here is a first class condition, which says “if you do not believe his writings, and you don’t.”  This came as quite a shock to the hypersensibilities of these hypocritical unbelievers.  Jesus was telling them in an indirect way that they didn’t believe the very person who they profess to be the epitome of truth.  They said that Moses could do not wrong nor teach anything wrong.  Yet they didn’t believe Moses, because they didn’t believe Jesus.

c.  They profess to believe and follow Moses, yet the converse is true.  They don’t believe Moses and don’t follow what he taught about the Messiah, the God of Israel.  If they believed Moses, they would believe Jesus, because the person of Jesus as the God of Israel could be seen on every page of the writings of Moses, just as the person of Jesus could be seen standing and addressing these men.

d.  Jesus is telling these men what they don’t want to hear—that they are unbelievers.  They are unbelievers in Moses and his teaching and they are unbelievers in Jesus and His teaching.  Because they do not believe, they will be held accountable forty years from now at the fall of Jerusalem and at the last judgment.

2.  “how will you believe My words?’”

a.  Jesus concludes His address to these Jewish unbelievers who supposedly lead the people of Israel with a question that is really a statement.  How will they believe the words of Jesus?  They won’t.  Can they believe the words of Jesus?  Yes, they have the same free will as everyone else to do so.  But will they do so?  No, emphatically no.  They thoroughly and completely reject Jesus as the Messiah and the God of Israel.  They will never believe His words, regardless of how many miracles and signs He performs.  “This question was therefore an open challenge to the opponents.  Thus an important option is set forth: who is to be believed?”


b.  How do any of us believe the words of Jesus?  We do so through the use of our non-meritorious positive volition to what God the Holy Spirit makes real to us.


(1)  In the case of the unbeliever, God the Holy Spirit makes real to his soul the facts concerning the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that he/she might believe in Him and have eternal life.



(2)  In the case of the believer, God the Holy Spirit makes real to our his/her soul the facts concerning the teachings of the word of God, so that we might grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


c.  In order for these unbelievers to believe the words, message, teaching of Jesus they had to set aside their own arrogance, locked-in negative volition, hardness of heart, and scar tissue of the soul.  This was something they refused to do, since they valued the honor of men more than the honor and glory of God.  Arrogance does not give up easily, and the arrogance of these men was not going to give up anything.  They never did believe the words of Jesus.

d.  Jesus used a similar argument in Lk 16:31, “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”

e.  “If the writings you have had before you for your study all your life, and which you have heard read in the Synagogues Sabbath after Sabbath, have not produced faith in you, and enabled you to see God and appreciate His glory, how shall you believe the once heard words of one whose coming was prepared for, and His identification made easy by all that Moses wrote?”


f.  “If they thus allowed their pride to interfere with their acceptance of the real teaching of Moses, they could much less admit the teaching of Christ.  Outward zeal became spiritual rebellion.”


g.  “Deep into the callous conscience of these Jews he [Jesus] had pressed the string of the Law.  They pretended mighty zeal for the law, raging against Jesus for breaking the Sabbath law.  But what Moses really wrote, what God through Moses really testified, they did not believe.  So Jesus leaves them with this gripping question.  John is right in adding no remarks of his own at the end of this discourse.  Its testimony is most effective just as it stands.”
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