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
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the second class
 conditional conjunction EI, meaning “if” and it is not true.  Then we have the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe: you believed.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the past action with no emphasis on its completion.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSĒS, meaning “Moses.”

“For if you believed Moses,”
 is the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe: you believed.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the past action with no emphasis on its completion.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the particle AN, which is translated by the English idea “would.”  The particle is used in the apodosis of a conditional statement to indicate something that did not happen, but should have happened or would have happened.  This is followed by the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.
“you would believe Me,”
 is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because.”  With this we have the preposition PERI plus adverbial genitive of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “concerning or about Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “he” and referring to Moses.  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: he wrote.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Moses produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because he wrote about Me.”
Jn 5:46 corrected translation
“For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, because he wrote about Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “For if you believed Moses,”

a.  Jesus continues His speech to the leaders of Israel by explaining why Moses will accuse them instead of Jesus accusing them.

b.  The conditional statement used by Jesus here is a contrary to fact or second class condition.  It means that the leaders of Israel have the ability to believe what Moses wrote, but they do not.  They believe what they want to believe instead of believing what is actually true.  “In the second class condition the condition is assumed to be not true (contrary to fact).  The speaker then states in the apodosis what would have been true had the protasis been true (e.g., EI + past tense in the indicative mood in Jn 5:46; 11:32).”


c.  Moses wrote all about the Son of God, the revealed member of the Trinity, in the first five books of the Old Testament, called the Torah.  He wrote about Him as the creator of the universe, as the person who talked to Adam, and Cain, and Moses, as the burning bush, as the Shekinah glory, and face to face on Mt. Sinai.

d.  These Jews were supposed to believe in everything Moses wrote about his own encounters with the God of Israel.  If they believed all these things, then they should have believed that the person Whom Moses encountered was the person they should now recognize as talking to them.

2.  “you would believe Me,”

a.  Therefore, the simple conclusion of the conditional thought is that if you believed Moses, you would also believe Me.

b.  If Moses was telling the truth, and these Jews know without a doubt that he was telling the truth, then they ought to believe Jesus, who is also telling the truth.

c.  The little particle AN in the Greek tells us that these unbelievers had the ability to believe Jesus, but would not do so.  In fact, they refused to do so, in spite of all the evidence to the contrary.

d.  These leaders of Israel never did believe Jesus, whether before His resurrection or after it.  They never believed the testimony of the disciples of Jesus.  They never believed anyone connected with the Lord Jesus Christ.  And the reason for this is explained by Paul in 2 Cor 3:12-16, “Therefore, since we keep on having such absolute confidence, we employ great openness and fearlessness [of speech], and not as Moses used to put a veil over his face in order that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the cessation of that which was passing away.  But their minds were hardened.  For until this day the same veil remains on the occasion of the public reading of the old covenant, not being unveiled, because it is removed by Christ.  In fact until this very day, whenever Moses is read publicly, a veil lies over their heart.  However whenever he turns around [changes his mind] with respect to the Lord, the veil is removed.”

3.  “because he wrote about Me.”

a.  Finally, Jesus gives the reason why these Jewish leaders should believe what Jesus is saying.  They should believe what He is saying because Moses wrote about Him.

b.  As already mentioned, the Lord Jesus Christ is found all over the pages of the Pentateuch or first five books of the Old Testament.  He is there from the creation of the universe and creation of man to the death of Moses.  He walked with Enoch and wrestled with Jacob.  He talked to Abraham and protected Joseph.  There is no story in which the Lord Jesus Christ is not found in the Torah, when the story is about a believer and their encounter with God.

c.  Moses gave overwhelming testimony to the person of the God of Israel, and Jesus now declares emphatically for the leadership of Israel that Moses was writing all about Him.

d.  As much as the leaders of Israel professed to revere Moses, they paid no attention to the greatest Person about whom he wrote.  They are nothing but a bunch of hypocrites, which is why Moses himself in the word of God will accuse them both now and at the last judgment.  The word of God written by Moses accuses them now of their unbelief and will accuse them again at the last judgment.  There is both a near and far fulfillment.


(1)  When Jesus appealed to Moses he was touching a sore point with these Torah-loving Jews.  At the last great judgment Moses himself would condemn them. Although there are few specific references in the Torah to the Messiah, the general drift of it was to prepare the way for the coming deliverer.  In all their study of Scripture they had missed this essential point.  Jesus was direct in telling them (verse 47) that they did not believe what Moses wrote.  With all their devotion to the study of Scripture they did not really believe what it said.  It would have been difficult for devout Jews to grasp this distinction, but without it they stood no chance of believing the truth of what Jesus was saying.”



(2)  Even though Moses wrote many stories about the God of Israel, one passage stands out that should have gotten the attention of these Jewish leaders, Dt 18:18-19, “I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  It shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.”



(a)  Peter quoted this passage in his speech to the Jews on Solomon’s porch in Acts 3:22-23, “On the one hand Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up a prophet for you from your brethren like me; you will listen to Him according to everything that He says to you.  On the other hand it will come about that every soul that does not heed that prophet will be utterly destroyed from the people.’”



(b)  Stephen will quote this passage in his dying message to the unbelieving Israelites who stone him (Acts 7:37).



(c)  Luke tells us what Jesus did for two disciples on the road to Emmaus after His resurrection, Lk 24:27, “Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.”


(3)  In Jn 12:41 we will see Jesus also state that Isaiah wrote about Him.


e.  It should also be noted that Jesus recognized the writings of Moses as part of the canon of Scripture.


f.  Contrast these unbelieving Jews with the statement of Philip in Jn 1:45, “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the One about whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets wrote, Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.’”
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