John 1:1
John 5:41


 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory; honor as enhancement or recognition of status or performance: fame, recognition, renown, honor, prestige Lk 14:10; Jn 5:41.”
  This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of origin or source from the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from men.”
“honor from men;”
 is the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The present tense is a gnomic and/or aoristic present, which views the state of being as a customary and universal fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus does not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“I do not receive,”
Jn 5:41 corrected translation
“I do not receive honor from men,”
Explanation:
1.  “I do not receive honor from men,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ continues His speech to the leaders of Israel with another fact of which they are fully aware.  And this statement contrasts the leaders of Israel with the true Leader of Israel.  “Mere honor and praise Jesus does not expect from men.  This is not wounded pride, for ambition is not Christ’s motive.  He is unlike the Jews (Jn 5:44; 12:43; Mt 6:1f) and seeks not his own glory, but the glory and fellowship of the Father (Jn 1:14; 2:11; 7:18).  Paul did not seek glory from men (1 Thes 2:6).”


b.  There are two ways of looking at this statement:


(1)  Jesus could be saying, “I am supposed to receive honor, glory, fame, recognition from men such as you, but I do not receive it, because you aren’t giving it, because you don’t believe in Me.”  This was certainly true and could very easily be a form of reprimand by the Lord for what the leaders of Israel should have been doing, but were not doing.  However, this was not true of all men; for many people in the gospels (beginning with the disciples) gave due honor, glory, and recognition to Jesus as God and as the Messiah.


(2)  Jesus could be saying, “I do not receive honor from men, because the real honor and glory that matters to Me is from God the Father.”  This is also a true statement.  However, it should be clearly understood that Jesus did not reject men for honoring Him and recognizing Him for who and what He was.  As God He accepted the praise and acclaim due to Him as the true Messiah of Israel.  The difference between Jesus and the leaders of Israel is that they sought fame, recognition, and honor from other men due to their own arrogance.  Jesus did nothing of the kind.  Jn 8:50, “But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges.”

c.  In the context that follows (verse 44) Jesus asks these Jewish leaders how can they believe in Him as the Messiah, when they receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that comes from God?  This supports possibility number one above.  We also have the statement in Jn 12:42-43, “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”

d.  The second possibility above is supported by:



(1)  Jn 8:54, “Jesus answered, ‘If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’;”


(2)  Jn 16:14, “He [the Holy Spirit] will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.”


(3)  Jn 17:5, “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world existed.”


e.  I think Jesus’ statement had a double meaning (which is true of many of His statements).  Since both ways of looking at this statement can be supported by other passages, both meanings can be equally true.
2.  The Lord Jesus Christ deserves our glorification of Him, our honoring of Him, our recognition of Him, and all the fame due to the unique person of the universe and beyond.

a.  Ps 3:9, “Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce.”

b.  Mt 15:31, “So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.”

c.  Lk 7:16, “Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ and, ‘God has visited His people!’”

d.  Lk 17:11-19, “While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee.  As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him; and they raised their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’  When He saw them, He said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’  And as they were going, they were cleansed.  Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him.  And he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus answered and said, ‘Were there not ten cleansed?  But the nine—where are they?  Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?’  And He said to him, ‘Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.’”


e.  1 Cor 6:20, “For you were bought for a price.  Now by all means honor [praise, magnify, glorify] God in your body.”

f.  “The word ‘glory’ has a wide range of meaning in John, and that John’s understanding of the manifestation of the majesty and splendor of God has two important characteristics.  First, the splendor of divinity is to be seen — by those who have eyes to see it — in the love of God revealed in Jesus.  Second, the divine glory is seen in Jesus when He seeks not His own but the Father’s glory in His life of service, and supremely in His sacrificial death.  For John the humiliation of Jesus is the supreme moment of His earthly glorification (Jn 7:39; 12:16, 23; 13:31f; 17:1); He is lifted up in order to die (Jn 3:14; 8:28; 12:32, 34).  From this point of view we obtain the most satisfactory division of the Gospel into its various parts.  In chapters 1–12 Jesus manifests His glory to the world; in chapters 13–17 He manifests His glory to the disciples; and in chapters 18–21 His glory is fully revealed at the cross.”


g.  “In this section (verses 41-47) the defense moves into a counterattack mode in which the accusers are challenged.  This counterargument begins with a summary statement that opens the door for the challenge, namely, Jesus’ rejection of human praise as a basis for his claims (5:41).  The support for this assertion was his commitment to the Father, which has been stated repeatedly in this chapter.  There is no question that Jesus expected praise and glory, but his expectation of glory was rooted in the fact that he was the ‘One and Only’ Son of the Father (Jn 1:14) and in the conviction that the Father would glorify the Son with his preexistent glory (Jn 17:5).  Jesus came from God (was the agent of God on earth) and would experience the glory of returning to God.  But Jesus was not like the self-serving opponents who used their religious positions to gain the praise of other humans.  For Jesus human praise at this stage was of little account because he knew the fickle nature of humanity (cf. Jn 2:23–25).  Therefore he neither sought nor expected human affirmation for his task as God’s agent. His perspective was the affirmation (glory) of the Father (Jn 5:44).  Thus, having stated his stance with the Father and with humanity, he turned to review his opponent’s situation.  It was very different from his.  Based on the continuing implications of his knowledge of them, it was evident that they had not internalized the love of God (Jn 5:42).  The basis for this assessment was their positive reaction to self-seeking persons claiming a messianic role (Jn 5:43).”
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