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
 is the adverbial or emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Indeed.”  With this we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, want or will.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is constative, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel might produce the action.


The infinitive mood is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” and referring to Jesus.

“Indeed, you do not want to come to Me,”
 is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” and introducing a purpose clause.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” and referring to eternal life.  Finally, we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you might have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is available right now.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders can produce the action of having eternal life.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates what is possible right now and in the future.

“in order that you might have life.”
Jn 5:40 corrected translation
“Indeed, you do not want to come to Me, in order that you might have life.”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed, you do not want to come to Me,”

a.  Jesus tells the leaders of Israel what they have already decided in their souls—they don’t want to come to Jesus for salvation, for eternal life, for forgiveness of sins, or for any other reason.  They have totally rejected Him as the Messiah of Israel.  They have no use for Him.

b.  To others who want salvation, eternal life, forgiveness of sins, and eternal blessings Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest,” Mt 11:28.  To these men who have already rejected Him, He tells them that they do not want to come to Him.


c.  The leaders of Israel were invested with negative volition to the person of Jesus.  They were never going to come to Him for eternal life, because they thought they already had it.


d.  “The opposite of coming to Jesus is refusal to do so.  This is based on a firm resolve to continue in sin (Jn 3:19f).  A clear recognition of this situation underlies the saying of Jesus to the Jews: ‘You do not want to come to Me’.  The result is exclusion from eternal life.”


e.  “This was a deliberate refusal and an unwillingness to believe in Christ.”


f.  “The religious leaders refused to acknowledge their utter unrighteousness and inability to do anything about it, and to cry out for God’s mercy and grace revealed through the Lord Jesus.  They clung tightly to their deception about what was required to enter God’s kingdom of salvation.  Furthermore, because Jesus did not conform to their messianic expectations, the Jewish leaders turned their backs on Him.”


g.  “So, there was something wrong with the minds of these Jewish leaders: they did not see Christ in their own Scriptures.  But there was also something wrong with their wills: they would not trust in the Savior.  Because they did not have the Word in their hearts, they did not want Christ in their hearts.  They were religious and self-righteous, but they were not saved.”

2.  “in order that you might have life.”

a.  The purpose for coming to the Lord Jesus Christ is that we might have a real spiritual life and eternal life.  Both types of life are contained in the one word “life;” for our eternal life is the spiritual life that begins with our faith in Christ.  These unbelievers did not want the spiritual life that Christ offered, which eventuates in living this spiritual life forever.

b.  There is only one really important life that God wants us to have and it is to have His very own eternal life—the life that He has; a life with Him forever in the new heavens and new earth.

c.  The Trinity offers eternal life to anyone who will put their faith, trust, and confidence in Jesus as the Son of God, Son of Man, and Messiah, who takes away their sin by His judgment on the Cross.

d.  He came for the purpose of giving eternal life to anyone who wants it.  Those who don’t want it remain in their state of sinfulness and just condemnation.


e.  God’s offer of eternal life is one of the major topics of the gospel of John:



(1)  Jn 3:15-16, “in order that every one who believes in Him might have eternal life.  For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that every one who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”


(3)  Jn 4:14, “but whoever drinks from the water which I will give to him will absolutely not thirst forever; but the water which I will give to him will become in him a well of water bubbling up to eternal life.’”


(4)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message, and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”


(5)  Jn 6:27, “Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.”



(6)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”



(7)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.



(8)  Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.


(9)  Jn 6:68, “Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.


(10)  Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.



(11)  Jn 17:2-3, “even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.  This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”


(12)  Jn 20:31, “but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”


f.  “‘To believe in Him’ is ‘to come to Him,’ ‘to receive Him’ (Jn 1:12; 5:43), ‘to love Him’.”

� Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c1976. (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (2:672). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.


� Enns, P. P. (1997, c1989). The Moody Handbook of Theology (p. 336). Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press.


� MacArthur, J. (2006). The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 1-11 (p. 214). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible Exposition Commentary. (Jn 5:19). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.


� Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c1976. (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (6:223). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.





2
3

