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
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In addition.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His word.”  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”  This is followed by the accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, stay, continue, reside or abide.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the word of God produces the action of not residing in the leaders of Israel.


The participle is circumstantial.

“In addition you do not have His word residing in you,”
 is the explanatory and/or causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for or because.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Whom.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: He sent.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “that One” or used as a personal pronoun “Him.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the leaders of Israel.  Finally, we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel are producing the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because Whom He sent, you do not believe Him.”
Jn 5:38 corrected translation
“In addition you do not have His word residing in you, because Whom He sent, you do not believe Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “In addition you do not have His word residing in you,”

a.  Jesus continues by telling the leaders of Israel who oppose Him why they do not know God the Father; that is, why they have never seen Him and why they have never heard Him.  They do not know God the Father because they do not have God the Father’s word residing in them.

b.  In other words, they do not know the Scriptures, and therefore, they do not know God the Father.  An important implication of this statement for us today is that we cannot know, understand, or have any kind of real relationship with God without His word residing in us.  “By saying that they do not have God’s word dwelling in them Jesus is denying they have a relationship with God.”


c.  To have the word of God residing in us requires a lifetime of daily study of the Scriptures.  This also produces fellowship with God.  The Jews studied the Scriptures to death, but never accepted the principle that all sin and fall short of the glory of God, and therefore, are in need of salvation.  The arrogance of the Jews made them blind to their need for salvation from their state of sinfulness.   Instead they thought that they were saved because of their racial relationship to Abraham.  Studying the word of God in a state of arrogance did them no good.  In order to have a relationship with God; that is, to see God and to hear God, we must study the word of God in a state of genuine humility.  God reveals Himself to those who are humble—He gives grace to the humble, but makes war against the arrogant.  The words of 1 Jn 1:10 applied to them, “If we say that we have not sinned, we attempt to make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us.”

d.  As a consequence of not knowing God the Father, they do not recognize Jesus as God the Son incarnate.


e.  There are many people who do not have the word of God residing in them.  Therefore, they do not understand or accept the gospel and they do not understand or accept the teachings of the New Testament.  The ultimate result of this is tragic for the unbeliever, but it also results in loss of many eternal rewards and blessings for believers.


f.  Of all people on earth, the Jews have always believed that more than any other people they have had the word of God residing in them.  It was a shock to hear from Jesus that this was not the case.


g.  John the Baptist made a similar statement, Jn 3:32-33, “What He has seen and heard, this He testifies to; and yet no one accepts His testimony.  He who has accepted His testimony has certified that God is truthful.”
2.  “because Whom He sent, you do not believe Him.”

a.  Then Jesus explains the reason why the Jewish leadership does not have the word of God residing in them.  It does not do so because they do not believe in Jesus as the Messiah, whom God the Father sent.

b.  Notice how John has continued to hammer home the point that God the Father sent the Son.  And in this speech, Jesus keeps repeating that He has been sent by the Father.


(1)  Jn 3:17, “For God did not send the Son into the world in order to judge the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.”


(2)  Jn 3:34, “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.”


(3)  Jn 4:34, “Jesus said to them, ‘My food is that I should do the will of the One who sent Me and accomplish His work.”


(4)  Jn 5:22-23, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, in order that everyone will honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”


(5)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message, and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”


(6)  Jn 5:30, “I can do absolutely nothing on my own authority.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My will, but the will of the One who sent Me.”


(7)  Jn 5:36, “But I have the testimony [which is] greater than John; for the works which the Father has given to Me in order that I might accomplish them, the very works which I do testify about Me that the Father has sent Me.”


(8)  Jn 5:37, “In fact the Father who sent Me, He has testified about Me.  You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.”

c.  As long as the leaders of Israel reject Jesus as the Christ, they will never have a relationship with God the Father.  They will not see Him or hear Him.  They will not see Him in their hearts or hear His words.  Jesus was in the process of revealing God the Father to them through His works and through His words.  The leaders of Israel rejected both.  “Jesus has given them God’s word, but they reject both Jesus and God’s word.”


d.  Faith in Christ is the only means by which any person can have a relationship with God the Father, know the Father, see the Father, or hear the Father.  Rejection of Jesus is rejection of God the Father.  In the future this would be stated another way by the apostles, Acts 4:12, “Furthermore, there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other person under heaven, who has been given among men, by whom it is necessary that we be saved.’”

e.  “In other words, Jesus turned a defense into a charge.  His testimony, he argued, would not work with them because they would not let it work.  Accordingly, they were unable to experience the kind of encounters (‘hear’ and ‘see’ God) that marked the lives of the patriarchs, Moses, and the prophets. The maxim that often has been applied to the post-Old Testament (intertestamental) era and could apply to these opponents was: There was no new word from God to them.  They relied on tradition and could not accept the testimony of the in-breaking of God into their lives.”


f.  “Yet the unbelieving Jews of Jesus’ day, who had both the Old Testament Scriptures and the full revelation of God in Jesus Christ (Jn 1:18; 14:9; cf. Col 2:9; Heb 1:3), did not have God’s word abiding in them, for they did not believe Him whom God sent.  They refused to listen to Jesus, God’s final revelation to mankind (Heb 1:2).  And, in so doing, they displayed their total ignorance of God, since those who reject Jesus cannot know the Father (cf. Jn 5:23; 8:19; 14:6; 15:23).



(1)  Jn 8:19, “So they were saying to Him, ‘Where is Your Father?’  Jesus answered, ‘You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.”


(2)  Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”



(3)  Jn 15:23, “He who hates Me hates My Father also.”
� Whitacre, p. 137.
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